
from s Liberal government, but he 
never got a limit that was not got 
honestly and properly. It does not mat
ter, however, whether the charges have 
been disproved or not. Tou can de
pend that they will be made to do duty 
during the campaign. It is said that 
we have sold too much timber. It 
is said that we depleted the resources 
of the country. We sold In 12 years al
together the right to cut timber subject 
to an annual rent and dues on 6,4001 
aquafe miles of land. Why did we sell 
that timber? For this reason, because 
the people of this country had an in
terest. one of the chief Interests they 
had In the supply of lumber. As far as 
the supply of Idmber Is concerned you 
cannot have a sufficient supply unless 
you get Improvements of the limits on 
a large scale. When in later years of 
my administration the population of 
the western country Increased very 
rapidly, there were great fears that the 
lumber supply would not be sufficient. 
Two or three times we were In sight 
of a lumber famine. We sold limits 
so that there might be a liberal supply 
of lumber mills. In no country can 
you get lumber mills built unless you 
allow lumber men the opportunity to 
acquire a fair-sized limit. There are 
many lumbermen who own 2,000 square 
miles of timber. The same general 
conditions apply In Manitoba and the 
western provinces, for most of the cap
ital invested in the lumber business 
la borrowed from the bank. Lumber
men cannot secure the necessary cap
ital unless they have a considerable 
supply of timber at thèir disposal, and 
absolute security for the Investment 
made.

Why Timber Was Sold,
“We sold that timber for the purpose 

of getting an adequate supply of lum
ber through the establishment of a 
large number of mills. At the present 
time there are more lumber mills In 
the western provinces than Is suffi
cient to supply the present wants. 
There Is no harm In that to the people 
of the provinces who want to buy lum
ber. If we had not sold that timber 
we should have had a number of cheap 
mills getting out small quantities of 
lumber, and In a few years you would 
bave had a lumber famine, and conse
quently, you would have lost in one 
year through the higher prices of lum
ber more than the amount of money we 
got tor those limits. Again, It was said 
that we had depleted the supply. Ac
cording to the report of the chief for
estry Inspector of Canada the western 
provinces have 722,000 square miles of 
timber, of which 130,000 square miles 
are merchantable timber. From 1696 
to 1908 about 6,400 square miles of lim
its have been sold. Have we depleted 
the supply Well, It would just take 
selling limits at the rate obtaining when 
I was minister 220 years to deplete the 
western supply. So, you see, there Is 
no Immediate danger as far as you 
are concerned. In addition to that, 
there are 600,000 square miles upon 
which timber Is constantly growing. 
Now, I wish to point out that these 
lands are not sold. The government 
when it sells the right to cut the tim
ber, does not sell the lands. It slmpiy 
gives the person a lease to cut timber 
subject first to a ground rent, secondly 
to dues, and thirdly to a condition 
which prevents the holding of it for 
speculation, a condition by which the 
government can force a man to operate 
his mill.
Conservative Administration of Timber

"The government can raise the duty. 
Now, what did our friends the Conser
vatives do with timber when they 
were in power? Were they particular 
about the timber supply of the coun
try? In 1881, when there was practical
ly no one In this country, certainly no 
considerable population that required 
a lumber supply, they sold 995 square 
miles or more than the average dis
position of timber sold when I was 
In office. In 1882 they disposed in the 
one year of 4,642 square miles. In 1883, 
when there was still hardly anybody In 
the west, they disposed of 10,126 square 
miles or In all they solid up to 1896 no 
less than 29,821 square miles of timber, 
of which 28,987 were given away for 
nothing. There was no price paid and 
the timber was absolutely given for 
nothing. So I Imagine, as far as a dis
cussion of the disposition of timber Is 
concerned, our friends should not be 
disposed to quarrel. In the question of 
the treatment of our forest land I think 
I have some little claim to the consid
eration of our northwest people. More 
timber Is destroyed by fire than is de
stroyed by the exe of the lumbermen. 
I had the honor of establishing a sys
tem of fire guarding that has saved 
more timber than twice the amount 
sold when I was in office. The honor 
of instituting a little branch of the de
partment In the shape of tree planting 
affords some little satisfaction to me 
also. i And I am especially pleased to 
reflect that 11,000,000 trees have been 
planted and are actually living.. So far 
I think we' have found no reasonable 
ground for critcism of our administra
tion. But we are told that the Liberal 
government has failed to carry out its 
policy of land for the settler. Old 
stories are retold, many of them moth- 
eaten. and yet they remain the prin
cipal planks of thé Conservatives- plat
form.

Proud of This Transaction.
"I will not discuss the question of 

the Saskatchewan Valley Land Com
pany, It has already been dlscussedl 
at great length, and If the votes of the 
people of this constituency at the last 
election form a criterion, that question 
has been satisfactorily answered. There 
Is no transaction which I personally 
regard with more satisfaction or any 
from which the country derives more 
benefit than from the sale of land to 
the Sasketchewan Valley Land Com
pany. That tract of land up to that 
time had been a barren waste and 
the result was that the treasury bene
fited by $250,000, and where a desert 
had been there sprung up a garden 
and a prosperous settlement. That 
transaction Is a transaction of which I 
am not ashamed. It is one, on the con
trary, of which I am proud, and for 
which I offer no apology. We cannot 
keep on discussing things forever. 
There must be a time limit.

The Robins Irrigation Scandal.
Another subject out of which It has 

been sought to create a scandal Is a 
sale of land made by Hon. Mr. Oliver 
to a company In the west. The land 
was sold because It was unfitted for 
settlement, because it required to be 
irrigated before it could be of use to 
the settlers. The government made a 
condition In the sale of that land that 
it should be irrigated. Let those who 
mak« the charge bring it forward sj 
the plaee me* closely aeneemed, to

are much better able to bear the debt. j that to which they are fairly entitled.
The Railway Commission.

competence which was sufficient to 
justify turning out the government. 
Well, It turned out that the provision
ing of the Arctic amounted per man 
per day to $1.03. Under the Conserva
tives in 1884 Mr. McLelljirm sent out 
the Neptune at a cost per man per day 
of $1.19, and under Mr. Foster, the 
apostle of purity and economy, in 1885, 
when prices of supplies were from 
twenty to twenty-five per cent, 
cheaper, a ship was sent out at a cost 
per man per day of $1.14. 
these examples show that the ship fit
ted by the Liberal government was 
fitted, much more cheaply than boats 
sent out by men who have flooded the 
Dominion with literature endeavoring 
to make a scandal of the provisioning 
f-.t the Arctic.

The Timber Berths’ Charges.
“Lately very violent attacks have 

been made upon my administration of 
the department of the interior in_ re
gard to timber berths. They say, in re
gard to the disposition of timber berths 
that we sold too much timber; that the 
berths were not sold in the proper way; 
and also that there was fraud in con
nection with the tenders submitted. 
In the first place I desire to say that 
every timber limit sold during my ad
ministration was sold in precisely the 
same manner and under precisely the 
same regulations so far as sale was 
concerned, as were in force when my 
esteemed friend Mr. Daly was minister 
of the interior. Nothing was changed 
in any respect whatsoever. -Therefore 
if any fault was to be found, the fault 
rested with themselves. ' -

COMPREHENSIVE SPEECH
BY CLIFFORD SIFTON

The Grain Act.
“The statement has been 

sometimes that there Is no real differ
ence between the parties, no general 
line of cleavage. But still there are 
differences of principles, some ways of 
a very pronounced character. The gen
eral course of the legislation of the 
Liberal government has been that it 
has looked to the benefit of the people 
of the country. Take, for instance, 
the legislation respecting affairs in 
Manitoba. Some years ago the farm
ers had a grievance in regard to the 
shipment of grain. They could not get 
cortsideratlon of any kind. The grain 
dealer could buy for practically what 
he liked, because they, the farmers, 
could not ship themselves. I had the 
honor of recommending my calleagues 
to take the subject up, and the result 
was that the grain act was passed and 
the farmej was given the power of 
shipping his own grain. (Cheers.) Every 
one of you gentlemen know the history 
of this question; but I appeal to you 
to consider that indications of the fact 
that when you have a substantial 
grievance the Liberal party are not 
afraid to pass the necessary legislation 
against the interests of banks, the cor
porations, and all the influences which 
are brought to bear. (Cheers.) That 
is one small item of legislation which 
makes more difference to the farmers 
of Brandon than all the tariff changse. 
Influences are constantly brought to 
bear on parliament to modify that leg
islation and lessen to some extent' the 
privileges given to the farmers, but no 
change will be made.
Legislation In the Interests of Labor.
“Take, again, the legislation in. the 

interests of labor. There are a great 
many laboring men in Canada, and it 
is the duty of the Liberal party to 
promote ligeslation in their interests 
whenever it can be done. I venture to 
say if you will read the records of the 
government you will be surprised to 
find the amount of honest work done 
on that subject. In 1885 the Conserva
tive government issued a commission 
which cost $80,000. It reported some 
three years later and an act was pass
ed in 1891* appointing a department. In 
1890 the government went out of office, 
having never taken a step to put their 
legislation into effect. An act was pass
ed by the present government, the de
partment of labor organized and an 
able and competent man placed in 
charge. Since that time this depart
ment has been promoting the interests 
of the laboring man in Canada. Let 
me tell you some of the things it has 
done. They found in cities throughout 
Canada that the sweating system was 
in force. A man would take a contract 
to make clothing for the government 
and he would let the contract out to 
women, some of whom were getting 
only two and one-half cents an hour. 
A commission was appointed and the 
result was that the government passed 
legislation abolishing the sweating sys
tem, and passed a fair wage clause 
and saw that these women were pro
perly paid.

“On government contracts previously 
the men had no protection. Some
times report^ .Tyere spread that plenty 
of work was to be had at another point, 
men would travel and find work, or 
And not work enough for half of them, 
and the results was that contractors 
could get them at their owp price. The 
government provided a fair wage 
clause which is inserted in every con
tract and every contractor is obliged to 
pay the price. The government of 
Manitoba had followed that precedent 
since, but there was no legislation be
fore this was introduced by Sir Wil
liam Mulock. The government also 
passed legislation securing proper san
itary conditions, medical care and hos
pital accommodation so that a contract 
must now provide for all these things.

Restriction of Asiatic Immigration.

made j “Now, sir, what other Hgeslation of a 
remedial character has the Liberal gov
ernment to Its credit? We have spoken 
of the grain act, of labor and other 
legislation. Let me give you another 
illustration. I refer to the appoint
ment of the railway commission. Be
fore the appointment of that commis
sion what was the position of any man 
who had to do business with the rail
way companies? He could take what 
the railway company offered him, or he 
could leave it. (Cheers.) He could 
sue the company, it is true, but unless 
he were a ruch man the cpmpany could 
ruin him in the end. In the railway 
commission we have instituted a court 
which has complete and entire control 
over everything connected with the 
company. Any citizen of Canada has 
only to sit down and write a letter to 
that commission and it will come be
fore the commissioners. He has no 
need to employ a lawyer or to pay 
a fee. The subject he writes about 
will be fairly and fully considered. If 
the matter is important enough a sit
ting of the commission will be brought 
to the door of the man making the 
grievance to enable him to say what he 
has got to say himself and on the spot. 
Never was there such a step towards 
the complete control of coroorate in
terests as there was when the railway 
commission act was passed, A few days 
ago I am glad to say, we had the honor 
of getting our old friend Hon. Thomas 
Greenway appointed a member of the 
commission. With his long experience 
of agriculture in this country, ' know
ing everything connected with the in
terests of the. farmers, he will be a 
most useful member .of that Commis
sion.

Liberal Candidate in Brandon Replies to Slanderers 
and Outlines Great Policies of Sir Wilfrid 

Laurier and His Ministers

I think

substantial reduction on manufactured 
articles. The Conservatives were de
terminedly opposed to the interests of 
Canada. If it were desirable I could 
read page after page of denunciation 
by Conservative members of the House 
of Commons.
33 per cent, reduction on all goods 
coming from Great Britain. The Con
servative party appeared to be par
ticularly hostile to that feature of our 
tariff. The tariff was again revised in 
1907, and, on the whole, the tariff is 
slightly lower than before.

The Issue What it Was 12 Tears Ago.

Brandon, Man., Sept. 23.—The nom-
ation of Clifford Sltton last night to 

tontest this constituency at the forth
coming Dominion election, was the oc
casion of a comprehensive speech by 
that statesman. He outlined in suc
cinct form the policy carried out by the 
Liberal government for the people of 
Canada, and dealt with many of the 
issues brought forward during the pre
sent campaign.

Deafening cheers greeted Mr. Slfton 
when he rose to speak, many rising 
and waving their hats, and it was sev
eral minutes before the rounds of ap
plause subsidlded sufficient for him to 
open his speech; but when the out
burst of enthusiasm concluded in a 
"tiger" he proceeded with the delivery 
of one of those brilliant, clean cut, log
ical and convincing addresses which 
have made him famous and brought 
him oft victorious in many a political 
battle and keen parliamentary debate. 
He opened with a brief expression of 
his appreciation of the reception ac
corded him, speaking as follows:

“I need not say that I am very 
deeply touched by the methods in which 
the nomination of this convention has 
been tendered to me this evening 
There have been other conventions 
when I have been presented with the 
nomination of this constituency when 
I came before you as a minister of the 
crown and It might be to some extent 
have been regarded as a matter of 
course that I should be nominated. 
But, as you all known, shortly after the 
last general election a circumstance 
arose which caused me to feel that It 
was my duty to myself and to the prin
ciples which I had enunciated before 
the people of this country, that I 
should retire from the federal govern
ment and enter upon a contest for some 
change in the nature of a measure, a 
very important measure, before the 
House of Commons in regard to a con
stitution for the provinces in the west. 
Tou are all perfectly familiar with the 
circumstances of that case and I need 
not go into it at the present time. 
Suffice it to say, I thought then it 
was my duty to adopt the course which 
I adopted. I have had no reason since 
to change my mind, and am satisfied 
that I did what I was bound to do in 
the interests of the political principles 
which I believe to be sound and which 
I am sure you believe to be sound; and 
I am satisfied that in doing this I did 
not merit Tour disapproval.
The Highest Compliment of Hie Life.

Again, there was the

“In 1907 the Conservative party were 
consistently and constantly in favor 
of making the tariff higher rather than 
lower. So at the present the position 
is Just as it was 12 or 14 years ago. 
The Liberal party are in favor of a 
moderate tariff, the Conservative party 
in favor of a higher tariff. There is 
an agitation at present going on to in
crease the duty on woollen goods and 
on lumber, but the government has de
clined to accede to the request. The 
Conservative papers are making a de
termined assault upon the government 
supporters because they do not in
crease these duties, 
a definite and distinct line of cleavage. 
If the Conservative party had been in 
power, being wholly in the hands of 
the high tariff advocates, their course 
of action would result in very largely 
increasing the tariff. So we have this 
clear line of distinction, Just as definite 
and distinct as it ever was.

Reduction In Taxation.
"Now, the result of the revision of 

thé tariff, so far as the reduction of 
taxation was concerned, was this: In 
1896 the taxation of the people of Can
ada amounted to $18.28 upon each $100 
worth of goods, 
amount of taxes was $15.86. In other 
words, It has been reduce d $2.56. That 
is, the total amount of the taxation of 
the people of Canada has been re
duced by about 14 per cent. Put Into 
definite figures, it is this: If the tar
iff of 1896 had been in force last year 
the people would have paid nine and 
one-quarter millions of dollars more 
than they actlally paid. It the same 
tariff had been in force, and the same 
business done during the last 12 years, 
the government would have collected 
fSWSgMqff. yke., flfjy million dollars 
'more than was actually collected in 
taxation. (Cheers.)

“But let me say that some years 
previously as the result of argument» 
brought forward by the Liberals In op
position when the whole question of 
timber administration came up in the 
House of Commons, regulations had 
been passed which were regarded as 
perfectly satisfactory to both parties. 
But lately more attention has been paid 
to these regulations than in former 

The Conservatives asked for

Reform In the Post Office.
“Let us now consider the question 

of the administration of the post office. 
It will hardly be claimed that the post 
office was well administered in the old 
days when the Conservatives webe in 
power. They had a deficit of $700,000 
in 1896, and they said that if they re
duced the postage the country would 
be ruined, 
had managed to reduce the postage 
rate from three cents to two cents, 
and instead of a deficit of over $700,000 
Mr. Lemieux was able last year to an
nounce a clear surplus of over $1,000,- 
000. What he now proposes to do Is 
to give the people of this country a 
free rural mall delivery, and as far as 
it Is possible to make money go, he 
proposes to spend It In improving the 
mall service of the people w.ho need It, 
so they will not have to go to the town 
for the purpose of getting their mail. 
It is not possible yet to have a complete 
mall delivery to every man's house but 
a vast improvement upon the present 
system can be brought about by the 
expenditure of one million dollars. I 
think that this legislation is of à char
acter that Is proper for a Liberal gov
ernment, because it is something which 
will benefit the whole people.

The Eollcy of Slander.
"But what about the attacks made 

upon the government. They don’t lack 
in numbers. They don’t lack in vio
lence. They never have. (Laughter.) 
Our friends the Conservatives seem to 
have adopted a policy of slander. Gen
erally when an attack As niade upon a 
government It Is continued until the 
charge has been investigated and then 
it stops. Now, -the policy of the Con
servative party is to make- a charge, 
have it go before the investigating 
committee and then, when nothing has 
been proved, to keep on repeating it 
more loudly than ever. I propose to 
give you an illustration or two of this. 
First, I want to say a word or two in 
regard to what will possibly be men
tioned in this campaign, namely, the 
civil service commission. The govern
ment appointed a commission of three 
members to hold an Investigation. This 
commission presented à very drastic 
report. It was claimed that the report 
was unfair and one-sided. At least, the 
report was confined to irregularities in 
one or two departments, 
rather an odd thing that the depart
ments which were alleged to show the 
worst irregularities were the depart
ments where we had not dismissed any 
Tory officials. Now, what did the gov
ernment do? At the very séssion in 
which the report was presented an act 
was brought in to place the civil ser
vice upon a non-partisan basis, 
political favoritism whatever was to be 
permitted and It was to be impossible 
tot Incompetent men to be appointed. 
Furthermore, we established a control 
by two Independent commissioners, 
over whom the government had no 
authority.
were appointed a short time ago. One 
was Adam Shortt, of Queen’s college, 
Kingston, and another was a Montreal 
gentleman with whom the Conserva
tives find no fault. I wish to point out 
that the government In this case has 
completely met the complaint by Insti
tuting a service under the control of 
a non-partisan commission.

The "Arctic” Charges .

times.
papers and they got papers. I will take 
some two or three cases in regard to 
which fraud was alleged to have taken 
place. There was a case of a timber 
limit which had been tendered upon by 
Mr. Fraser, a lawyer, of Ottawa. When 
examined It was found that the amount 
of the tender had been written in at a 
different time and In different writing 
than the body of the tender.

And so we have But Sir Thomas Mulock

Conservative newspapers at once 
jumped to the conclusion of fraud. 
They said that the tender had been 
filled in by the department after the 
other tenders bad been opened. There 
was no evidence in the world for such 
a charge. It was an emanation of their 
imagination. The charge was founded 
wholly on the idea that the amount of 
the tender was not written in at the 
same time as the body of the tender 
was written in.

“Any business man could have told 
them this was quite a common thing 
in business, for the simple reason that 
he does not want anyone to know what 
he Is going to tender, 
course was to bring up the charge and 
have it investigated before the public 
accounts committee of the House of 
Commons. For days and weeks before 
(he matter was brought up in the 
House of Commons, Conservative news
papers were making all kinds of In
sinuations against Mr. Fraser. They 
said Mr. Fraser would be called before 
the public accounts committee and 
forced to tell what had happened. But 
strange to say, when Mr. Fraser did 
appear before the public accounts com
mittee! Mr. Ames and his friends told 
him they did not want him. Well, the 
other members of committee said this 
was absurd and called up Mr. Fraser, 
Mr. Fraser said there was nothing at 
all in the story. He took the Bible in 
his hand and stated that his tender 
wets regularly and properly made out. 
(Cheers.) There was no evldnece from 
the other side and no attempt was 
made to contradict Mr. Fraser’s state
ments. No one suggested anything to 
the contrary, and yet this man Ames 
has gone through the length and 
breadth of the country stating In pub
lic the alleged scandal and never say
ing a single word about the whole 
subject having been investigated under 
oath, and leading everyone to suppose 
that an unrefuted charge of fraud 
rested upon the transaction.

The Dark Room "Charge."

In 1907 the total

The proper

"However, having assumed the posi
tion of a private member of the House 
of Commons and not residing amongst 
you, there was no reason whatever, 
when this general election approached, 
that I should have any claim whatever 
upon your suffrage. Therefore, a year 
ago I intimated to a number of the 
leaders of the party in this constit
uency that I would be glad if they 
should select another candidate. Since 
then I have received so many pressing 
assurances of the desire of former 
supporters in this constituency that I 
should again accept nomination and 
have received so many kind assurances 
of the desire of my friends of the 
Liberal party and other persons in the 
country that I should remain in public 
life, that I made up my mind to remain 
if it was the unanimous desire of the 
Liberals of Brandon, Under these cir
cumstances, having no claim upon your 
suffrage, by reason of the fact that I 
am no longer a resident among you, the 
nomination to-day is perhaps the high
est compliment I have ever received In 
my life. (Cheers.) x

The Finances.
“Now, you will expect that I should 

say a few words about the position of 
the finances of the country. I shall 
say just a few words, and confine my
self to remarks of a general character 
without entering too much into detail. 
So far as the financial feature is con
cerned it can be discussed very large
ly, and be a note of alarm In the cam
paign. That Is why I- propose to forti
fy you in the beginning with a few 
facts which you will find comforting. 
During their last 12 years of office the 
Conservative party had a âefleit in the 
ordinary expenditure, that is over the 
ordinary revenue, of $4,984,902, an 
average of $415,408 per year. Dur
ing the twelve years of Liberal rule, 
the defliclt the first year was $519,981, 
and since that they have had surpluses 
the first year that is 1897-1898, $1,722,- 
712, and increasing since to $19,413,054 
In 1907-8 — making a total in twelve 
years of $113,089,106. or an average an
nual surplus of $9,463,257. The Domin
ion government has a system of book
keeping under which expenditure col
lected as usual and ordinary is placed 
In 'one class, and that which Is extraor
dinary or special Is i/ut In another. 
Thus, a railway or canal is special, not 
ordinary, and is regarded as capital 
expenditure. The system is tee same 
as it always has been. The total sur
plus over ordinary expenditure under 
the present government has been $118,- 
009,000, beginning with nearly five mil
lions of a deficit while our Conserva
tive friends were in office. The highest 
revenue the country had during the 
period of the late government 
few years before they went out of of
fice, $39,879,925. In the last year they 
were In power, 1896, It was $36,618,590. 
The revenue of the last year of the 
present administration up to March 31 
this year, has gone up to $96,054,505. 
While the revenue has increased from 
$36,000,000 to $96,000,000, you are pay
ing now 14 per cent, less In taxation. 
There would be no great virtue In 
sting a revenue by simply putting on 
taxes. A municipal council can raise 
its revenue by doubling taxation, but 
that does not give any great evidence 
of skill or ability.

“Again, take the question of Asiatic 
Immigration and the legislation passed 
by the government dealing with that. 
After a full elucidation of that ques
tion, the government imposed a head 
tax of $600 upon the Chinese, but with 
the Japanese It was Impossible to deal 
in that way, as Great Britain had con
tracted an alliance with Japan. When 
the question had become acute the ser
vices of the British ambassador In 
Japan were brought Into requisition 
any by an arrangement made between 
the governments of Great Britain and 
Japan, Japanese immigration was stop
ped, or rather regulated, and the peo
ple of Canada have no present fear of 
any difficulty upon that score. So, upon 
all theàe lines the Liberal government 
has followed the consistent and proper 
course for a Liberal government to 
follow.

The Lemieux Act and the Strike.

It seemed

No "This man named Ames went around 
the country with his lantern slides and 
stated that the tender had been opened 
by the commissioner of Dominion lands 
in a dark room when alone. He .stated 
that T. A. Burrows, ‘Slfton’s brother- 
in-law’ got information In regard to 
the tender Improperly In that way. If 
true It was certainly a very repre
hensible thing and should be Investi
gated. It was investigated. The man 
who opened the tenders was J. G. Tur
riff, now M. P. for Assinibola. He 
promptly got up and denied the char
ges, stating that there was no founda
tion for any such thing being said. He 
went to the public accounts committee 
to give his evidence. Did our deter
mined -friends want to call him? No. 
But we called him. Mr. Turriff took 
the Bible In his hand and swore to tell 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth. In short, to disclose 
everything in connection with the 
transaction from beginning to end. He 
stated no information was given out 
In regard to any tender, but that every 
tender was dealt with properly and re
gularly from beginning to end. (Cheers) 
But some people have said that that 
was only Turriff’s own statement. I 
say you have got to believe that state
ment, unless you have some evidence 
to the contrary.

"But his statement w4s not uncor
roborated, unfortunately for our Con
servative friends. The tenders ■ were 
not opened by Mr. Turriff alone, for a 
young lady clerk was present In the 
office whose business it was to see 
the tenders put In the safe and to 
wait upon the commissioner at a time 
when the tenders were to be opened. 
This young lady went before the pub
lic accounts committee and stated that 
she took the tenders to the commission
ers sealed and that In her presence the 
tenders were opened, and that none had 
been tampered with. It one of the men 
who made these charges was on triai 
for his life, and could produce no more 
evidence substantiating his position 
than the men who made charges like 
those of Mr. Ames, any Impartial jury 
would hang him.

Mr. Burrows a Lumberman.
"Mr. Burrows was a lumberman when 

I was a boy at school. He had never 
been anything but a lumberman. He 
got timber limits from a Conservative 
govement and he got timber Halts

“I may say one or two words of a 
personal character before saying any
thing about public questions. It is now 
about twenty years since I was first 
nominated for the representation of a 
portion of the present riding of Bran
don. Many men who were my strong 
supporters in my first election have 
gone to their last account; there are 
some of them In convention to-night. 
Some of them have come to the city 
to-day for the purpose of taking me by 
the hand and assuring me of their con
tinued support. But, Mr. Chairman, a 
new generation has arizen since that 
time, an aggregation of strong young 
men, who did not take part in politics 
in my first election. It is these men 
'wno must win this election if it is 
at all. I do not underrate my old-time 
supporters, but there have been tremen
dous changes since then, and If we had 
them all here they would be but a 
small proportion of the electorate. It 
is your duty to leave no stone unturn
ed. Do not let anybody tell you that 
you are not going to have a contest. 
Don’t let anyone persuade you that we 
are going to have a walk-over, or that 
you can afford to stay away, or let 
any of your neighbors stay away. We 
shall have a hard, determined contest. 
Every effort will be made to wrest 
this constituency from the Liberal 
party.

These two , commissioners

“Now, a word or two In regard to 
strike legislation. One of the princi
pal difficulties, especially complained 
against by laboring men, was that they 
had no means of bringing about a pro
per investigation of their differences. 
This resulted in the government tak
ing up and passing the Lemieux act. 
By this act, boards of conciliation were 
empowered to investigate all the griev
ances of the men. The act was ap
proved by a trades and labor congress 
held last year In Winnipeg, and 21 
Important industrial disputes through
out Canada have been settled In ac
cordance with that act. The first fail
ure In connection with It Is the dis
pute pending at the present time be
tween the C. P. R. and its employees. 
Men have said to me that the act is 
a failure, and I notice from the papers 
that speakers at the trades and labor

was a

“Some attacks have been made upon 
the marine department. This country 
was flooded with pamphlets with re
gard to the expenditure upon a steamer 
called the Arctic 'going to northern 
waters. There were many useful ends 
to be served by its voyage and 
amongst other things a demonstration 
of the navigability of the Hudson Bay 
was In question. Violent attacks were 
made by the Conservative party In re
gard to the expenditure of the govern
ment fitting out this boat. A commit
tee was appointed for the purpose of In
vestigating the subject and after ail 
the opposition said what do you 
think turned out to be the facts? 

council in session at Halifax have Remember, it had been stated that the 
been attacking the Lemieux act. Well, "expenditure of the government had 
gentlemen, no one has ever thought been wholly without justification. It 
that the Lemieux act was perfect. was, they said, one more proof of in- 
What11 desire to say is that that act is 

increased the first serious, determined recogni
tion of organized labor that was ever 
put upon the statute book of Canada, 

annum The government did not pass that act 
so the increase had because they thought It was perfect.

They passed It because It was the best 
their best-witted men were able to sug
gest to îipply to industrial disputes.
We knew perfectly well that dlfficult- 

If this were deducted, the les would arise In connection with that
act. We knew that it might have to 
be amended, or, perhaps, repealed. But 
la there any sense in the idea that be
cause you haven’t got an act that will 
work impossibilities you will improve 

According to that your position by attacking men who are 
friendly to you and who wish to serve 

At the present time it your cause. I have no hesitation in 
saying that it is the desire of the gov
ernment of the Libera! party 'to have 
such legislation upon the statute books 

Besides the population as will tend to give to laboring men

won

cre-

Trlfling Additions to the Public Debt.
“Our Conservative friends may strive 

to alarm you about the condition of 
the public debt. In 1878 the public 
debt was ' $140,262,069. In 1896 it 
was $258,497,433, an increase In the 
bonded debt of- $118,000,000 in 
eighteen years, or an average increase 
of $6,500,000 a year. In 1908 the debt 
was $277,960,859. It had 
lr. twelve years from the time Sir Wil
frid Lourier came into power $19,463,- 
427, an average increase per 
of $1,621,953, 
been comparatively trifling. While the 
debt has been Increased by $19,000,000, 
the expenditure on the National 
Transcontinental railway has been $27,- 
074,131.
debt would have been reduced by $7,- 
677.209.

The Tariff.
"Tou will, I have no doubt,; expect 

me in accepting nomination at your 
hands, to give some sort of review of 
the public effairs of this country. I 
will express to you the reasons why. 
In my judgment, I am justified in my 
appearance before you as a candidate 
supporting the policy of Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier, why I think the Liberal party 
deserve well of the people of Çanada. 
The first question I would take up is 
that of our old friend, the tariff. Well. 
I am not going to discuss that question 
this evening, because there have not 
been very substantial changes made 
since the former election. I may say a 
word or two of the past action of the 
government and of the Conservative 
party.
so that there should be, as far as pos
sible, a reduction on the finished arti
cle; secondly upon the raw material, 
and thirdly the outstanding feature of 
the tariff was the British preference, 
to which my friend, Mr. Fraser, has 
s'***4» made reference. There vu a

I

But the burden of the pub
lic debt is to be considered in regard 
to the number of the population, that 
is to the number of dollars per head of 
the population, 
calculation the debt was $50.82 per 
head in 1896. 
is only $40.50 pér head, that is $10.82 
per head less at the present time than 
in the last year of the Conservative 
government.

i

The tariff was revised in 1897 8
îj
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the place where the people know all 
about it, I mean Medicine Hat. The 
citizens of Medicine Hat have signed 
a petition urging the government to 
go on with the transaction and asking 
it te make stilne arrangements to asalst 
them in going on with the work. Mr. 
Borden last year made a tour of the 
Northwest provinces during which he 
discussed this deal. When he gets to 
Medicine Hat does he makes any re
ference to the deal in his speech? No, 
he has no word to say about It. Does 
Mr. Ames make any reference to this 
deal when he gets to Medicine Hat? 
No, because everybody would laugh 
at him there If he were to do so. The 
transaction was so much In the In
terests of the country that there were 
absolutely no two opinions about it 

The General Policy.
"Now, a few words In regard to the 

general features of the policy followed 
for the people carrying on the govern
ment Intelligently must have some 
broad scheme. First of all we wanted 
to put the tariff on a satisfactory 
ba#ls; then to provide some proper 
method of regulating freight rates 
when people came into contact with 
the corporations. These are two main 
features of the government which had 
to do with the general development of 
the country. The first of these is in 
regard to the development of the west.
I will refer briefly to the conditions 
which existed In 1896. Tou know that 
from the Red river to the Rocky moun
tains there were something like 250,- 
000 people settled, with Just as many 
going out as coming In. What is now 
the province of Alberta was stagnant 
and bankrupt. A part of British Col
umbia was absolutely undeveloped.
I am bound to say, as far as I am 
concerned, that I never had but one 
Idea when I went to Ottawa. I believ
ed that Western Canada was as fine 
a country as existed In the world, and 
I determined that a change must be 
made. Nobody thought that I could 
make that change. My colleagues did 
not think that I could, and they did not 
believe In the methods that I adopted, 
nor did my opponents believe in them. 
I had my own opinions. I backed my 
own opinions. (Loud cheers.) Well, 
a great many things conspired to as
sist In the work which we were carry
ing on, but I think I am correct In say
ing this, when I left office In 1905 — 
the Dominion of Canada, especially the 
northwest provinces,, were the best de
veloped country in the world. Toù 
know what the result has been. In the 
last year of the old Conservative gov
ernment, only 1,800 homesteads were 
granted, of which some 300 were can
celled afterwards. If we had granted 
them at the same rate, only 22,000 
homesteads would have been granted. 
The Liberal government has granted 
253,000 homesteads to individual set
tlers. Tou know what the Northwest 
was then and what it Is at present.

Liberals Have Supplied Railways.
"But if we had gone on getting only’ 

settlers, our policy would have been a 
♦failure. Settlers without railways are 
no use, so we turned our attention to 
the railway problem. We got the 
Crow’s Nest Pass and in one year Al
berta was turned from bankruptcy to 
prosperity. We stimulated the C. P. R. 
to build Innumerable branches. Then 
we came to the point where the" G. T. P. 
became a necessity, because we all saw 
that there were going to be grain block
ades in this western country. We saw 
the time coming when the C. P. R. 
even under the most favorable, con
ditions, would not be able to handle the 
traffic. The prairie section obviously 
required a third line to relieve the con
gestion during the grain season. What 
did the opposition say? They said 
’stop,’ and they said It at every stage 
of the game. It took us too long ses
sions before we could get the neces
sary legislation. We got an over
whelming verdict of the people of Can
ada In favor of the construction of that 
road. There never has been a great 
railway built of such quality as the 
national transcontinental. It will be 
the best railway ever built across the 
American continent, because if you are 
going to handle grain expeditiously and 
cheaply you have got to have a good 
railway. When the G. T. P. has been 
completed one locomotive of first class 
type will haul sixteen hundred tons of 
grain from Winnipeg to Port Arthur. 
It is not only the best railway ever built 
as a new road upon this continent, but 
It will be for its importance and mag
nitude the most quickly constructed of 
any road of Its kind. In fact, most of 
the prairie section, as you know, has 
been opened for traffic already, and 
next year grain will be taken out over 
the line to Port Arthur. The comple
tion of the road will mean a reduction 
of freight charges, for freight rates will 
be gauged absolutely by the cost of op
eration of the roads.

The Hudson Bay Road.
“Now, we come to the latest devel

opment, and, indeed, the best Is still to 
come. We are most interested In what 
we are going to get than In what we 
have done. The prime minister pro
poses to build for these provinces the 
Hudson Bay railway. (Loud cheers.) 
It Is a fitting culmination to the policy 
of progress and development which 
the government has followed during 
these years. That pronouncement was 
a very material factor In inducing me 
to become a candidate for this constit
uency in this election, because I felt 
and feel now that the time has come 
when wo men from the west have suc
ceeded In proving that a Hudson Bay 
railway is no mere chimera, no foolish 
project, but one which the people of 
the west are bound to see carried into 
effect, and the time to do it Is now. 
So, therefore, If the people of the 
northwest give Sir Wilfrid Laurier his 
endorsement at this election, then In 
three or four years we may expect to 
see trains running to Hudson Bay."
Improvement of St. Lawrence Route.

“There Is one further point that has 
had to be developed In connection with 
the policy of the government. It was 
found equally necessary to undertake 
a great work In the east. It was found 
at the time the government went Into 
power that the St. Lawrence route had 
practically become a defunct route, 
various disadvantages were so great 
that the route was becoming less used 
Instead of more used. Ship owners had 
become discouraged; vessels of first 
class capacity would not come to Mon
treal and did not like to come to Que
lle. The government took up the 
work of deepening the St. Lawrence 
channel and upon that work seven and 
a half million dollars were spent. We 
had the channel deepened thirty feet
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