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HE SIGNIFICANCEof MAY DAY
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BY CHARL ES LESTOR.

" This 'year the First of May will be
. eelebrated as Labor Day by thousands
~of vorkers who have hitherto mot
gak.n Any part in these gatherings;
“anit | sincerely hope a4 <hort state
Mt of the real insignficance of thes
© . May Day celebrat: ons will not be out

beld few terrors for them in the way
of starvation and want of employ
ment.

The Artisans and Craftsmep of the
Middle Ages had their cconomic free
dom secured by their individua!l . con
trol of their tools of labor, so
workers of today
the Middle \ges the First lectively the great means of pro
)‘.‘].\ was universally kept ,< 4 day of ‘duction. This"in short is the grea
“holid v and pleasur But May Day!economic truth which underites the |
Was also celebrated at 3 mueh earlier  Labor Celebrations . throughout - the
pericd. It is in facr very difficult toiworld. With the development of the |
ascoriain how great i~ the antiquidy | industrial foreces and the
of th: May Day Festin The revivall commereial and trading
= of yemetation which {commenced about_ the
“Mar time so far at  onv tate o~ the {the great and terrible chanze
Narih  temperaie  zor ) i | workers began
$ias been the oecasion for s Into the
mocics  from even  primitive st which the
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issed from f
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S from India. was no  doubt thy fore~Tin an articl
panar of the Mai” Day, festivties {thegan to be mueh too precious to b
e which in Fngland were popular —for fwa 1 on enjoyment "and moreo.or
fenturies. when time for he miakinz
The “Floralia ‘ foral gam <. |poverty, "énjoyme r sat
were held in-bonor of Flora. th= wod-)sent. The Puritans rigoroush
@ess of spring. and lasted four o fis resséd all May Day rev h
dayvs. - Among the old eeltic na ound of their being « hings
S of Evrope. tvo. the Beltein festivals t in reality their supptession su
were akin to the Mavpole danees. G eded because the necessities of th
3 gantic fires, were kindled gan the hill- | srowing eapitalist form of priducti
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Sgames of the Romans celebrated the § o« as few as possible of thess -top
awak-ning of floral Jife in warmer | 'azos in the manufacture of goods
elimates, so did the Beltein fires of hich the numerous holiday s de

Celts in eolder latitudés haid the
ranee of the which, eater- | yratod Mayvpole, to
into 1t8 highest altitudes, meant | oricd
pz fresh life and warmth to the
after the fro~t~ and
Amongst the peasantry of
,I’Pl'"ld the Isle of Man
‘Seot"ish Highlands the Beltein cele The inhabitant~ of
"Brations were in ‘ogue, to a slight -4
tint, even up to last century
" Thue ean be no doubt that the
Beanty of flower and leal which na
< brings forth at the end of April
M he beginning of May reflected it
el in the minds of men and worx
wstomed to a healthy life in the
Sopen air. The divores of the vast ma
bl’(y of our working population of
“today from open air life has largely
%itlid that happy enoyment of spring
ime. The development of the factory
L system steadily erushed out that joy
ous spirit which found its expression
in the love of that profusion of flow
r and blossom which called it forth
ix a fact that most of our elas
v lost the power to receive those
pasurable impressions  of nature
gave our ancestors such keem
Happi came more

caused. . The
which | have
a ol Par
ol Fdwarid

preached

m s would have

_t.ht-
app:

sun
was dcstroved in
third _year

sermon

anism_in the

snows of | Vi’s reign, after a
it the St

Zames|

Paul's Cross against
and  tae

the parish

it td pieces, everie man takin

5 as much as had laype ov
and stall, the length-oi his
wuse and they of the alley divided
rmongst them so muech as had lavn

{his share

lis door

voer their alley gate’

Ol the cvils of capitalism during the
ntenth

to wiile

century 1t

The

> unn Sary
ol e
ality of the
their mad rush for wealth is diselosad
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May Dax and other holidays disap
prlrﬂl Even Sunday was thought a
fitting time for children to elean the
machinery. The brutal sod unrestrict
ed exploitation of the workers threat
ened to ruin the whole population of
”o.uleouuly to tb«m than it does Hritain. Fortunately the noblest
creatures of steam and electri- pirits in the kingdom began to re-
y. whose brains and sinews are ﬂe!mu against the -horrible ‘epnditions

ty of the employing elasses which éxisted, and factory legislation
The centrai feature of the May Day . together with the organization of the
Lobscrvance was the Maypole Dance. { wockers did some little in the di-
Let us seo what it was. rection of raising the standand of life
- The parish of St. Andrew Undec- {for the workers. The master class
shalt and its Maypole is celebrated by {156 wanted educated wage slaves
the great Fnglish poct Chaucer, who{ We have now seen the
speaks of an empty braggart: of the old May Day revels. What is
w well aloft and high ye beare {the meaning of its revival ?

“aten  as

the two grest Inteinational Sociaist
and Workers Congresses, held in Par

Stow, who is buried in this church, '
says that in his time the shaft was

“set up “Every vear on May Day in is in that year—the year of the
the morning in the mhidst of the Frendh Exhibition—the following res-
street before the south door of the olution was passed ‘A great in-

ternational demonstration shall be or
ganized on fixed date in order that in
all countries and in every town
the same day the

#aid church which shaft when it was
p end, and fixed  in the ground.
-N‘heﬂ' than Lhe chureh steeple.”
8 people used to dress themselves
’* fowers on May first and the mand the legal reduction of the work-
mole was the centre of a ring of_ ing day to eight hours, and the ap-
dancers. : ,plication of other resolutions passed
copnection with the May Day by the International Congress. Fur-
dvities was 4 distinet  set of ther, seeing that similiar demon
ts. In Kngland they represented stration has already been decided up-
“V(‘n‘l"'l“ of Robin Hood aad his on for the First of May by the Amer-
men.  Every  parish .in ' the ican Federation of Labor, at its Con-
nty hml its May Pole and its May 'gress of 1888 at St. Louis; this date
; ~AM-thi=— has vanished. shall be adopted for the international
hd,oru'.s claim their human ma- demonstration. The workers of the
and will not be gainsaid various mations shall earry out these
history of that period demomstrations under whatever com-
as the Middle Ages, lays bare ditions may be imposed by the special
tyranny of the kings and the ra snuuuon ol their respective ecoun-
/of the pobles: but a deeper in- tries.” sy
‘tells us that at the period when  On next May Day, that of 1890, the
Day festivitics were universally effects of the decision of the Tuterna-
throughout England the tional Congress began to be felt. In
condition of the wagémearn- Belgium the demand for a legal cight
‘relatively-to the general con- hour day was vigerously taken up by
_of the times, far and away the miners. May Day celebrations
e and higher  than it has ever were held in the principal large
gince. The production of goods towns, such as Brussels, Liege, Charl-
1 s on upon a seale which croi, Antwerp atd Namur. Jn Den-
“ miwidu’. worker mas- mark the workers began to organize
own i ents of labor. for the first of May celebrations, but
'.m manufactured open Air processions were prohibited
mﬂlv for use, '::2 by the Danish govermment before the

day arrived. In Aumstria great wmili-
tary preparations were made to meet

the |

asses which | '”
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siguificance |

your head, May Day in its modem Sinse, _,u
‘As ve would beare the great »hall of {labor Day as it is now usixer ﬂ\ }
Cornhill."” called, dates from 1889, @ one of

on |

workers shall de- |

‘many | exploiters. For the workers it is an

Ih terror stricken manner in \\hxﬁ'
{the goverming class through l'luropt!
{treated these . perfectly legitimate
nlcmun trations on the part of the!
® | vorker= was nothing less than 4 pit-|
|iful exhibition of fear at the seati-
’mcnl of the inlernational fraternity
of the pegple which lay at the back
of the May Day celebrations i
In London there was a great demon-|
{stration held in Hyde Park on the
{first Sunday in May. In  the follow-
vear 1891, the lLondon Trades
{Council and the Legal Fight Hours
vlfuue held 4 conjoiat demons<tration
{on the first Sunday in May.
{ Iu the August of the same year at
jthe Brussels ‘laternational Congress,
interesting reporls wére givem in on
the Soecialist and Labor
the various countries. In

{ing

movements
these re-

ports mention wa-s made oi. the sue-
ot ioss of the First of May demonstra-
“ltions. In addition to t} countries |
given. the reports |

gatherings |
and, Norway, |
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ata, Sar Fe and ot T the |
irg {
It =2 monstraticns reached |

no g rtan beyvond  that of |
18396 o 1891 » First  of May fell
i Sunday  and ecnsequently the
gatherings were immense. The day
(was looked forward to with anxiety
throughout Europe. In mest of the

|eoatinent

I caputals the military were
lheld in readiness 1o shoot or hayonet
the people at a moment’s aotice. The
authorities everywhere pretiy
ell scared out of their wits. It was
fact the nearest approach to 1848
had “oeewreld <iuce that -memor-

alsle veus

were

[l
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In France, Germaay, Belgiun, Aus-

MRS. CANADA
DR. GRAFT

—**Don’'t You Think the Baby Grows, Doctor ?*’
~*¢ Gracious, Yes, but Look at the Cat!"

The truth is beginning to mnelrau
the capitalist press, in places. The
Ottawa Citizen of April Sth, publish-
ed over a column editorial.upon the|
Socialist Trend. It declared that the
fact of the
not to be questioned. Says the Citi-
zen “"This advance is not in the least
to be wondered at. When one consid- |

advance of Socialism is|
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'
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! GERALD

!l(hr from yvour sleep, my comrade
toilers, '

DESMOND.

Surely today is 3 promise glorious
Showing the time is uear

{tria. Tholland.  lials, Roumania, | ©> the.appeal of the Socialist to the | Casting your fears away; When. in the last - hard fight victori-
Spain. Switzerland. the | aited States | ® ged classes, and the vision of | { | Showing your stremgth to the quak ious,
and the old eountry in fact, in every | 2 transformed earth which he pic , ing spoilers . Labor’s day shall be all the year !
cipitalist. Ration o iho planst. the| Heres, ons only wonders that the ad-| Is this pot Labor day ? When from the depths of the gloomy
workers assembled on May 1st, to de-| ¥ance is not more rapid. The .only | Hang out the flags so the world may; prison
clare foaternity with their fellows | Prevention to its immediate accept-|  se¢ "hcm‘_ Claiming the world in fee,
thevaahiont the worll ! ance is the natural eonservatism-of | -fSmblems of brotherbood. Labor shall spring like a God new-
These Demonstrations have  be ('nl men. It will ly be a matter "x.!“”r,h”\ Susinrel, o bavo swom (o S
terowing vearly in popularity and ‘nl"l Siame AND A COMPARARIVELY \"‘"“ lh_cm, Spite of their tyranny.
i indieation that the end of capital-| SHORT TIME AT THAT, when this | W, ot o oo ! 3
ist i near at-hand. May Dav‘is the | Copservatism must vield to the pl'rvi ; Blind we have been but the spell is
allying day of the workers of the! Suré of economic conditions. At the| : e ending,
vorl: They are slowly beinz welde d | present time there is EVERY PUS- Workers of every race and bation, | See how_wc break each chain,
sgether by gne  vommon interest. | SIBLE FAVORABLE CONDITION ‘“ﬂ“\ 1o vur marching feet Myriad voices in the war ery blend-
v Day s a sure indication that, FOR AN ALMOST 1'\'['.\('!,\'5)"(,':‘ ireling the world with our eelebra T ing—
the aolilarits ol the  folling sid sa- | SOCIAL SCROE . FROM -THE, " 500 { “Nought tolose and 3 world to
during willions i becoiming : fact. | PRESENT ORDER OF THINGS.” | Gathering on syuare :md‘.»:lreﬂ. »] gain
When "dsste umited- ‘their chains disap- | That is not the utterance of 5 rabid ‘ Not as of old when, with wistlul long- il nward l.bz ranks. then, firm, un-
! ear - for ever ! et these Interma- | Socialist nur a Socialist publication. | =i ; | faltering,
‘tional May Day eclebrations rouse the ! It is an editorial in one of the staid ! We bowed round the despot’s throne; | Banish each doubt and fear;
| workers of the Dominion to elass eon-| @t and least sensational papers in| Now in the might of our numbers K Onward the ranks then, the foes are
eiousness. Let themn understand that| Canads. The long long - fight for a liuln;;‘rmmf I = faltering, -
{the class interests of the workers of | Dewer. better so(_lill organism based y we claim our own. ictory hovereth near !
levery hation are identical, and that | ob ecunomic justice is admitied, oo | 22 PP T TTIT VT TITIITITITT TTITITVIIVIIIIIIIVIIIY

{these class imterests are and must |
pecessarily be antagonistic to those of |
the capitalist class. lLabor day shows |
that our class is peresivimg this more |
and more every year

Cheer, comrades cheer ! Our vie-
tory is nigh. We can hear the steady
warch of millions and the xrowingl
tramping of their feet is music in our |
eats. We feel, after toiling and wait
Yog o long, on May Day that we aye
really and truly part of the vmrq':,
proletaniat. We stretch our hands to
our fellows abroad in international
amity and concord, confident in the
future, determined to devote cur lives
to un work of the emaneipation of
our €lass the world over and resolved
to hand on to the gemerations who
eome after, a brighter and happier so-
cial state than that under which we
now toil and saffer.
} —
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|  War is considered 3 good thing by
many exploiters. They consider the|
present state of soeiety to be a
stable gne. When machines throw!
hundreds out of work and they clamor |
to be fed, the capitalists are at a|

Subs to the {

loss what to do. To feed them with
out requiring work in return wounld |
make the employed slaves discon-|

tented. 1t would endanger eapitalist |
robbery. So the unemployed must hei
set to work doing something. They

are put into the army and are tnm—I
el to shoot men. This is a fine solu-|

tion from the ecapitalist' point oif
view. TL furnishes an excuse to the
capitalists to keep the unemployed |
busy. Tt furnishes a body of logalized |
murderers to fire at strikers and to]
keep the wage slaves in slavery.

thousands of thise sereatures can  be
killed off by one another in 5 legal
ized manper. The army is fine for the

i the sense that air is.

| ism will give a chanee to

by our ¢memics, to be about to be

| won aud humanity to enter into a

glorious stage of evilization
A

Onee upon z time the people could
aot travel on the roads without pay-
ing toll. Now the roads are free to
be travelled on by all without pay-
ment. Of course roads are not free in
Roads cost la-
bor power and effort in the making.
They are paid for by the people in
the shape of a soeial burden. But
people ean travel on them without
paying for them each time they
travel. They are paid for by the
people and are free to travellers.
Would it not be 3 good idea to put
bread in the same list of being free
to ali ¥ Why not have municipal bak-
eries and have bread distributed
every moming to each bouse accord-
ing to the needs of that house with-

| out demanding pay for each loaf of
| bread furnished ¥ Of course bread

would not be free. It would cost la-
bor power to produec. But the com-
munity-would provide the funds for
the bread out of all the people and
no charge ‘would be made to indivi-
dunals. If this syStem were adopted
then no  one need go hungry. Worry
would be eliminated to a great ex
tept in many quarters,
of life would be taken out of the ecap-
talist mode of purchase and sale and

{ be freed from the burden of the profit

system.

Mary people cannot see how Social
people to
work. But it is very plain. Now when
the market is  glutted the mills shut
down and the workers go ragged and
hungry while the stores are full of
goods. Under Socialism the mills
will be open to the workers to pro-
duee the things the workers need. It
is the idea of profit, the idea that

!men must starve and women must

suffer unless they ean give unearned
revenues to the possessors of the
means of life, that makes our system

And| 5 unworkable. But when industrial | Press. The same press reports that
finally a war can be engineered ‘and |

demorracy comes then the workers|
themselves will have control of the
mills and we will no longer see idle
mills from which idle workers are
shut out while the idle workers lack

for the ies of life. Under So-
cialism we will Bave busy mills and |!
busy men and comfort for all.

and the bread :

Now comes the report that Poreu-|
pine, Ont; is uvererowded with up- |
employed workers. Reports of buzl
wages caused the unemployed to ﬂood‘
Porcupine. Capitalism puts the
means of production into private
bands and these can shut out workers
and prevent them producing wealth
for themselves. So¢  tne unemployed
drift from town to town and the
masters are pleased. If workers "are
searee in apy community an obedient
capitalist’ press will print startling
headlines about buge wages and the
unemployed will flow to get a chance
to work. The unemployed do uvot get
the chance to work but the workers
on the job are forced to work for
wages, that will bring in but a bare
living. . That is the function of the
unemployed—to keep the employed
working for a bare living wage. Why
do not 2all the workers unite, seize the
government and eall all the workers
to work to produce wealth to be ¢on-
sumed by thé working elass ¢

AL 9

In a reeent editorial the Montreal
Witness declares, “They know that
they, the working classes, really have
the power when they choose to useit,
and some day they mean to apply it.
Tt will be Judicrous as well as tragi
eal for the privileged classes to shriek
Soecialism and confiscation then. They
will have deliberately brougint the de-
bacle on themselves, and will be able
to do nothing but squirm as ‘Labor
writes' its ideals in the Statute
Book.” ”’ The Witness has been follow-
ing events closely and realizes where
we are tending. The masters of fin-
ance and industry will be foreed to
vield up their power and eontrol to
the common working men of Canada.
Then will the workers be free for they
will govern themselves snd will be
able to give their wives and children
comfort and leisure.

B ey

A political erisis is again near in

Franee is the report in the capitalist

{the General Confederation of Labor
is utterly discredited beeause it ad-
voeates the general strike. The ecapi-
talists alternate between hope and
fear and their newspapers reflect their
feelings of the moment. But as time
goes on the kmowledge of their ex-
"tinetion as a privileged elass becomes
more and more apparent to the world
at large.
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When the eight-hourday bill reach-
ed the Senate of Canada Senator Mc-
Mullen declared that *‘The people
must be plainly told that such legis-
lation is contrary to the best imter-
ests of the country and will not be
tolerated.”” Senator Power declared
that the work of the carpenter, mason
and bricklayer was practically only
healthy excreise, and the demands of
health did not reguoire any eight hour
day. That is the kind of talk the
doddering old Senators mumble forth.
The Semate is first. last and all the
timce against labor and in favor of
capital. That is why the capitalists
of Canada pay the Senators $2500 a
vear each. The Sanate ought to’be
abolished and the Senators placed in
a home for the feeble minded.

———
While the Mayor of Montreal was in
Quebee, he gave a little dimmer party
at the Chateau Frontenac which eost
the city of Montreal $158. Mayor
Guerin draws $10,000 a vear for be-
ing - Mayor, Money comes easy to
him. While the little bill of $158 was
being presented to the city for Guer-
in’s little supper 5 twenty year old
Montreal boy committed- suieide
“Good-bye, mother, 1 will never see
you  again,”" was the message he
wrote as he lay dying from a dose of
carbolie acid.  The boy, C. Han-
non. had been out of work ior two
months. A suicide’s grave for the un-
employed worker. A $158 supper for
Mayor Guerin. Just think it over.

Conons carries in stock three o!
the best p, books
"l'heCounnu&nuol Sodslim"
b’m_,.u- i l-'l
Siiontite Somsiinn” by Fab Wl
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