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FINDS LOST ART
TREASURE N N.Y.

Panels Missing From Siena in
Metropolitan Museum

Italian Consul Seeks Informa-
tion—Asks Directors to
Tell How They Acquired
Relics of the Renaissance.

(New York Times.)

How were the Pinturiochio ceiling
panels from the Palazzo del Magnifico
in Siena, now among the rarest treas-
ures in the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
smuggied out of Italy in defiance of the
laws of that country? The Italian gov-
ernment has started an eager inquiry, it

was learned yesterday, and the execu-
tive staff of the museum was in session
for some time discussing the request for

information passed on to it by Ihalinni

Consul General Bernardi.

Officers and trustees of the museum '

said last nignt that they had not been
interrogated by representatives of the
[talian government, nor had their own
executives yet asked them to pass upon

the propriety of disclosing the source of !

these priceles: owid irreplacable gems of
Renaissance art which experts have de-
scribed as the choicest of their kind.

It was said quite frankly, however,
that it was not the custom of the
museum to disclose the prices it paid for
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objects, nor to tell the processes through,

which they came into its hands.
it would be extraordinary if in this case
the trustees should decide to gratify the
curiosity of the Italian government.

Italy Seeks to Discover Leak.

People familiar with the undertaking
of Italy, so far as it had progressed,
said the immediate purpose of the gov-
ernment was to discover the leak that
had made possible the surreptitious ex-
portation of the panels, despite the vigi-
lance of officials charged with prevent-
ing the nation from being despoiled of
its heirlooms of ancient art.

Nometheless it was said to be not at
all unlikely that the Italian government
would make representations to the
Metropolitan Museum, at least inform-
ally, that the panels had been sent from
the country unlawfully, that they were
a priceless heritage of the nation and
that the goverement stood ready to make
restitution of every penny invested in
them by the Metropolitan if the mu-
seum would consent to their restoration.
In the absence of actual receipt of such
a request, no person in authority in the
museum’s organization was willing to
hazard an opinion as to what reply
would ‘be made.

Regardless of whether the Italian gov-
ernment tried to get the Pinturiochio
panels back, art dealers here who long
have been familiar with the losing
struggle for that nation to retain its in-
valuable ' antiques in the face of the
eager acquisitiveness of the wealthy of
other countries, expressed confidence
that Italy’s very recent discovery of the
whereabouts of the panels would lead to
displomatic’ representations. These, it
was believed, would take the initial form
of informal conversations between the
ftalian ambassador at Washington and
the state department, seeking to learn
whether some arrangement could not be
made whereby the laws of Italy could be
respeeted in this country.

Willing to Pay Huge Sum.

Alessandro Olivotti, a New York art
dealers who is aiding the Italian con-
sul general in his inquiry, admitted that
there existed no process in law whereby
the Italian government could recover the/
frescoes. He said, however, that, despite
its post-war impoverishment, the nation'
had available enormous funds in the
hands of the under scretary of state for
fine art, raised partly by taxation and
partly by the exportation of luxuries.
Such funds could be used onl yin connec-
tion with art, and Mr. Olivetti had no
doubt the government would be glad to
pay a huge sum for recovery of the
panels. !

Mr. Olivetti said further that it was’
the misfortune of Italy that the panels,
acquired by the Metropolitan in France
early in 1914, had not left the country
where they were executed during the
actual progress of the conflict. In that
case their exportation might have been
traced to enemy sources and there would
haveexisted excellent ground for re-|
covery proceedings.

Under the existing circumstances he
believed, from his acquaintance with
the status of all such antiques and the
methods frequently employed in getting}
them into the hands of American col-|
lectors, that there existed no shadow ofi
legal basis for an effort to recover them.;
Unquestionably, he said, the Metropoli-
tan had bought them in Paris, in good|
faith, even though it might see fit to
adhere to its usual custom of not dis-!
closing the sources of its treasures. He
said the panels were “literally priceless,”.
and that beyond a doubt the museum’s
agents must have paid a fabulous sum
for them.

Panels Exhibited This Year,
As’ to the prospect of this country

losing the treasumes, Mr. Alessandro
would venture no opinion, since his as-
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_sociation with the Italian Consul in the
;matter had not brought him any inform-
ation as to the disposition of the Me-
tropolitan management. He was con-
fident earnest consideration would be
given to any representations which the
Italian government might see fit to
make, but he gave the impression of be-
ing more. impressed with the possibility
of some arrangement regarding future
exportations, whether direct or indi-
rect, than with the probability that the
Museum would surrender so precious a
collection.

Although the panels had been in the
possession of the Metropolitan for seven
years they were not placed on exhibition
until early this year. That was due in
part to the reconstruction of Gallery 82,
the Gold Room, into a chamber with
the dimensions and the approximate ar-
rangement of arches and windows as
the hall from which they came original-
ly. Moldings and ornaments from the
original “stucchi” were inserted around
the paintings, of which there were
twenty-two panels, originally in fresco,
but later transferred to canvas. A fur-
ther cause of delay in placing them on
exhibition was the extreme hazard of
transporting them across the ocean in
war-time in view of the activities of en-
emy submarines.

1t appeared that the pamnels were in
their places in the palace in 1902. That
was the last definite date that their
presence was established so far as could
be learned. Several years later they
were missed, but evidently the Italian
government, despite diligent investiga-
tion, could get no trace of them, until
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the fact that they had been placed on
exhibition in New York was published.

Museum Executives Meet.

Soon thereafter the Italian government
sent its cabled inquiry, which resulted
in the consul general engaging Mr. Ales-
sandro and in the two visiting the mus-

eum to establish formally the presence
of the panels and their genuineness,
which never has been called into ques-
tion.

Next came the request for information
as to how the panels were acquired, fol-
lowed by the meeting yesterday at which
Joseph Breck, assistant director, presid-
ed in the absence of Dr. Edward Robin-
son, director of the museum.

What action was taken at the meet-
ing could not be discovered, but it was
understood that the result of the ex-
ecutive’ deliberations would be commun-

‘icated to the trustees before any action
was taken.

Robert W. De Forest, head

of the board, is in the south on a vaca-
tion,

The panels are among the most im-
portant works in the history of Renais-
sance decoration and examples of its

most winsome and light-hearted aspect.
A description of them is given in the,
following remarks of Corrado Iicci, late |
director -of Italian museums: .
“It was supposed that Pinturicchio’s
works in the Petrucci palace were lost.
But, fortunately, a great part of the
valued ceilings survives, although hidden
by the ceilings and partition walls of
the chambers which were built into the
room about a century ago. 'This fact
was made known by the distinguished
Professor Franchi, director of the lasti-
tute of Fine Arts at Siena, to whose
courtesy we owed an account and an
inspection of the reliefs and designs, the
latter made with very great discomfort,
as we were obliged to craw! along on
all fours in the dark and narrow space
between the vaulting and the later ceil-
ing.
Guilt Candelabra Support Tablets, i

“He told us that over the loftiest of
the modern rooms the old vaulting was
used as a ceiling, and, therefore plaster-
ed over. The ceiling is separated from
the walls by two brackefs, and three
arches on each side. On the brackets'
upon a background of blue dotted with
gold, are a sort of gilt candelabra, each!
supporting tablets, each having a motto. !

“Among these are the muses—Terp-!
sichore, stretched upon the ground writ-,
ing with one hand and resting her head !
thoughtfully upon the other; Erator, |
with the cymbals and the swan; Cal-
liope seated upon the ground playing a
trumpet. In the panels of the central
quadrangle are mythological subjects— |
Antiope asleep near a herma, while|
Jove, transported into a satyr, bends
gver her; Bacchus and Pan; Hercules
spinning, seated humbly among tihe
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sheep and’ cattle, vanquished by Omp-

hale, who holds his club derisively; the
trumpet of a warrior, borne among his
arms'in a chariot, which is driven by a
winged genius, drawn by two horses and
followed by soldiers; the triumph of

Peace, to whose chariot two lions are |decorate this ceiling in the reception":ﬁm
yoked; & nymph seated upon a rim with {of the palice he then was having Con-

a long fish tail, and so on.”

structed. This reception hall, according

It was about 1508 that Pandolfo Pe- 'to authorities, must have been one of the

truceci, il Magnafico, or tyrant o

Siens, ' most sumptuous and charming interiors

commissioned Pinturicchio to paint and of its time.
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Easter Chimes (Lake)
Dawn of Hope (De Caseila)

Lost Chord (Sullivan)
The Holy City (Adams)
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Prince's Orchestra
Princd’s Orchestra

Columbia Stellar Quartette
Columbia Mixed Quintette

A-1946

-

A-5744
$1.55
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Memories of Easter—Part II. (Robert Hood Bowers)
Marie Morrisey and Columbia Stellar Quartette.
Contralto:and Male Voices. Orch. Accompaniment.

g:lnus Dei i
ve, Regina .

A-2693
$1.00

A-2466
$1.00

A-5833
$1.63

Paulist Choristers
Paulist Choristers

Stabat Mater. Cuius Animam (Lord, Vouchsafe Thy
Loving Kindness) In Latin Charles W. Harrison
tus (To Thy Holy Care) In

Columbia Oratorio Chorus

v, .

e
Fea e
. .

Stabat Mater. I
Engli.h .®

49802

$1.50

Memories of Easter—Partl. (Robert Hood Bowers) and }

Largo (Handel) .3 Pablo Casals, ‘cellist

The Palms i Louis Graveure, Basitone }
The Holy City . Louis Graveure, Baritone

Largo (Handel) }

A-6179
$1.65

A-6004

Gatty Sellars, Cathedral Pipe Organ o1.68

Lost Chord Gatty Sellars, Cathedral Pipe Organ

A Legend i :
Sing %e To The Lord ;

New Colambia Records are out the 20th of each month

COLUMBIA GRAPHOPHONE CO., TORONTO.

A-2647

Paulist Choristers } o

Paulist Choristers
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