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SCHEDULE A. 13
THE BASIS OF UNION

Between
of the seal there- 

time existing, and
Officers as the 2 I The Methodist Church of Canada, the Methodist Episcopal Church

in Canada, the Primitive Methodist Church in Canada, and the 
Bible Christian Church of Canada, as adopted by the General 
Conference, in September, 1883.

I. Doctrines, General Rules, Ordinances,

The doctrinal basis of the United Church shall be the standards of doctrine and 
I articles of religion contained in the Book of Discipline of the Methodist Church 

of Canada, edition of 1879, from page 13 to page 21. That portion of the Book 
of Discipline of the said Methodist Church of Canada, edition of 1879, from page 

I 21 to 33, referring to general rules, ordinances, reception of members and 
I means of grace, is also adopted as part of the basis.

II. Church Government.

(1) The General Conference.

1. There shall be a Quadrennial General Conference, composed of an equal 
I number of ministerial and lay delegates, elected as hereinafter provided with 
I power to make rules and regulations for the entire Church. (See “Annual 
I Conferences,” paragraph 9.)

2. No change shall be made in the basis of union, affecting constitutional 
I questions, or the rights and privileges of ministry or laity, except by a three- 
j fourths majority of the General Conference, and, if required by either order of 
I ministry or laity, a two-thirds majority of each order voting separately.

3. There shaH be one or more itinerant general superintendents elected bv 
the General Conferences, to hold office for a term of eight years ; but if it be

I decided at the meeting of the General Conference, after union, to elect two 
I general superintendents, one of them shall be elected for four years only, so that 
I there may be a recurring election every four years.
I 4. A general superintendent shall preside over all sessions of the General 
I Conference, and over all standing committees of the same.

(2) Annual Conferences.

| **Z**2,S^^ into c°nfere"'e*M
vhich have not met ■ 2. Each annual conference shall be composed of all ministers in full connection 
nonth of June to | *?: ,n lt8 bounds, and an equal number of laymen, elected 

Tided. (See “ District Meetings,” paragraphe.)
3 Laymen elected shall have the right to be present at all ordinary sessions 

ot the annual conference, and to speak and vote on all questions, except the 
«lamination of ministerial character and qualifications, the reception, by vote,
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