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FAMOUS OARSMEN
OF ST. JOHN

(Continued from page 1).
menced on Sunday over a splendid
of water two hundred yards wide. The
course had two turns, and extended over
eome two miles and a half. The condi-
tions of the first race were: “Four oared
beats of the first-class manned by ama-
teurs of all countr.es, prize 2,000 francs,
the eecond receiving the entries and the
third o medal offered by the Societe des
egates Dieppoises.”

The entries were::—

New B.unowick—Western Boat Club,
St Jchn.

Perseverance (Geslings)—Rowing Clube
dce Regates Parisiennes. :

Mon Etoile—Rowing Clube des Regates
Tar's ennes. ;

Lustucru—Royal Sport Nautigue de la
Mense, Liege,

Gauloise, No, 2—Societe des Regates,
‘ar.s.ennes,

La Bluette—Emulation Nautigue Bou-
lonnaise,

Dolphin—Brighton Rowing Club.

The names and weight of the St. John'

crew were:

Stones.. Pounds.
10 10
11 8

1—G. Price.. .. o« o»
2—E. Ross ..
3—8. Hutton 11 8
4—R. Fulton .. .. .. 11 6

The Canadiaus were suppsed not to
have a chance and betting was strongly
against them. They took the lead at a
great pace, rowing some 46 or 47 strokes
per minute,

A determined race between the - Cana-
diabs and the Geslings, in wbich the form-
er alfrays led, but Geslings pressed them
very hard up to the buoy.  Nearly all
fouled at the buop, including the Cana-
dians, who, however, being without a
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fouling the Canadians, there is some rea-
gon to fear purposely, especially as they
started in their heavy boat, and had no
chance, giving in it at 200 yards.

In 500 yards the Canadians had drawn
out clear of everything, followed pertinac-
iodsly by London. Passing the Garage,
Stout (London) epurted and drew half

way over New Brunswick and the fine |

pace shown by the Englishmen seemed
likely to tell, especially as this was a
straight Tace, in compliment to the Eng-
lish crews, but at the Tribune, the Cana-
dians quickening their work a little, |
again drew clear. ' Below the Tribune the
stroke of the New Brunswick elipped
from his seat, which enabled London to
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draw level, but the inetant the Canadians
had pecovered they were ploughing away |
clear of the others. talking and, laugh.in-g';
in the easiest manner possible... London |
by eplendid rowing retrieved their defeat |
by Oxfcrd for the Stewards’ cup at Hen-
ley, although they were unable to- beat
the Canadians, who rowed at 45 strokes
per minute, easy winners by three lengths.

THE GREAT RACE
WITH THE WARDS
America’s Champion Crew Beat-
en by the Sturdy Wearers of
the Pink.

The following account of the great
four-oared race between the Paris crew
and the Ward Brothers which ook place
at Springfield, Mass., Oct. 21st, 1868 is
taken from “The Spirit of the Times”
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THE PARIS

i oraft as muéh as by superior strength

Description of the Paris Crew
Written at the Time of the La-

ELIJAH ROSS, FROM AN OLD PHOTO.

to be impressed- with the fine muscular
appearance, dogged reso'ution, and . youth-
ful ‘wigor of the St. John crew.

“At the word ‘go’ from the referee, F.
C. Brown, the boats s&hot away, both
crews 'straining for the lead. The prov-
incials' were slapping their Elliot needle
along at'the rate of forty-five strokes to
the minute, .and putting them in long
and :deep. ' Both: Rept along well together,
the Wards. evidently laboring to their ut-
most.

“At the end of a mile the immense
sweep and rapid stroke of the fishermen
had swept them azhead of their opponents
and at the stakeboat they were ten
lengths in advance, going easy with a
latge fund of reserve speed at command.
Coming home the Wards trailed hopeless-
ly /behind ‘their young and vigorous con-
querers, but manfully sped along in the
vain hope that victory ‘might be  forced
upon them by fate. No such good luck.
The Canucks are in the ascendent, and
amid roars and shouts and ‘yells ‘of de-
light and rage and surprise, the St. John
crew darted across -the winning line "in
thirty-nine minutes, twenty-eight and
three-quarter ~seconds, the Champion
Four-Oared Crew. of the World. - The

Wards pulled inabout a minute behind )
peston he their ppwinslde haay MaW--

and skill,
“lhere was mo disturbance or quarrels|
over ‘the result. Everybody behaved very
well to everybody else—victors and de-
feated. The disgusted New Yorkers
swarmed aboard the home train, and thus
ended the great race which takes. away
from mns the foar-oared championship.
“The race was made in New York for
$1500 a ‘side by Charles B. Elliott, who

made the shell that was the victor.”

THE MEN WHO WORE
VICTORIOUS PINK

chine Race.

Robert Fulton, stroke, is 25 years of
age, stands six feet, one inch, and weighs
168 pounds. Hig complexion is swarthy,
and his face bears the impress of

CREW, WITH SHERIFF HARDING AND JAMES PRICE.

cosswain, and turning the boat them-
selves were considerably-benefited there-
by, and passed round clear.

The Canadans led by four or five
‘Jengths at the finish buoy, Gesling was two
lengths in front of Mon. Etolie.

The other event that St. John captured

on that memorable day, July 8, 38 years
ago, was for four-cared outriggers, man-
ned by amateurs of all nations.  Prize
1,000 francs, the second receiving the en-
tries, and the third a medal.

The entries were:—New Brimswick,
Tondon Rowing Club, Oxford Etonian
Club, Hamburg and three French crews.

The Carleton crew were the same as in
the previous race, and steered their own
boat, while all the others carried a cox-
swain.. The writer in Bell's Life says:

Oxiford and London were the favorites,
and 4 to 1 was laid against New Bruns-
wick. The Parisians got’ a start slightly
before the bomb.buret, and so held the
lead, immediately steering widely and

dated October, 1868 and was from their
special ‘;orrespondent'. i

“Dear Bpirit:—The glory of . Israel
bas departed, and tne aquatic champion-
ship wrested from the once famous Ward
Brothers and carried off to the ice-
bound regions of New Brunswick.

“The crews showed up in the drizzling

indomitable ' emergy and  pluck. His
shoulders are broad, chest well developed,
and loins spare.

Elijah Ross, No. 3, is five feet, eleven
inches in height, weighs, 158 pounds, and
is twenty-five years of age. He too, is of
a dark cemplexion, and is a decidedly
handsome man. His muscular develop-
ment is immense and his whole appear-
ance is that of a trained athlete.

Samuel ‘Hutton, who pulls No. oar,
is of a dark complexion and . has dark
brown hair. He is: comractly made, pos-

)

| sesses a very considerable development
! of chest and shoulders and exhibits every

appearance of great strength. From his
countenance, we should judge him to pos-
gess more mervous energy than any 'off his

| comrades and that he is not one of the

rain about two o’clock and shed their slow! dogged kind but Tather ased Lto

outer garments—the St. John men in
pink ehirts, gray drawers and caps of
white and crimson, the identical costume
which led the van in the great interma-
fiona] contest in Paris. The Wards were
cased in white shirts, scarlet drawers,
and white cloths tied about their heads.

“The excitement was-great and the bet-
ting ranged from evens to 100 o 80 on
the Wards. The preponderance of New
Yorkers and their confidence in the Hud-!
son River crew was the cause of the oc-i
casional odds. A disinterested observer, |
looking at the two crews, couid not fail

THE WAR

| ture.

going at things with a view to finishing
them in a hurry. He is twenty-five years,
ctands five feet® ten inches and weighs
158 pounds.

George Price, bow oar, is the veteran
of the crew being thirty years of age.
His height is five feet, ten inchies and he
weighs 154 pounds. His expression of
countenance is stern and indicates a dog-
ged perseverance. Unlike the rest of the
crew his complexion is light and not-
withstanding long exposure to the sun his
skin retains its-usual co'or. i

All of the men were born in or avout
St. John, and . from their childhood .up
have been almost more at, homegon wa-
ter than on land; Fulton. Hutton, and
Price are fishermen in summer and in the
winter do ship carpentering or turn their

“hands to any kind of employment #n that

Jine which may offer. Ross has for some
years been a light-house keeper.
R

THE BRAWNY MEN |
FROM  THE TYNE

Description of the Renforth Crew |
Which Beat St. John Over The
Line at Lachine.

James Renforth, the stroxe, and cham-!
pion sculler of England, is a fine broad-
shouldered man of bloude complexion, of
enormous muscular development and un-
common strength indicated in every iea-
He weighs 174 pounds, is 5 feel
7 12 inches in height and girths 42 in-!
ches around the chest. He was bern-at
Newcastle and is now 28 years of age, He

lis very quiet and unassuming, sociable,

bt not” over talkative and there is noth-|
ing in his ordinary conyersation that '

{
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that would for a moment warrant a
stranger in supposing that lic was with-’
out a successful rival in all England as
an oarsman.

James Taylor who pulls bow oar is a
very intelligent locking man with ac-|
tivity and elasticity indicated in every'
movement. He ‘is, perhaps, the sma’lest
of the four, but very tough and wirey
looking and with every muscle develop-
ed to 1its fullest extent. !

He is of a brown complexion and very
affable and ‘ommunicative. His weight
is 149 pounds, 5 feet 7 1-2 incchs in
height and 39 inches around the chest. He|
was born at Gateshead, county of Dur-|
ham, and is ncw 33 years of age. |

Thomas Winship who pulls No. 3 oar\
is of light complexion full featured and
evidently built on the high-pressure prin-
ciple. He has a very. intelligent ook and

the appearance .. of an active,
wide-awake and spirited odrsman. He
weighs 153 pounds, is 5 feetzeeven and #
half inches in height, and 38 faches around
the chest. He' was born at Eiwick, near
Newcastle, and is 27 years of age.

Johm Martin, No. 2, and tallesi man of
the four. In point of. stredgth he, per-
haps has few equals. either i England or
Canada, and presents one of the finest
specimens of - museular ; °.deve. spment.
He is strongly -~ and comipactly built,
with a fim' step, ‘and = ‘symmetrical
form, with nothing awkward, angular, or
out of place. Every muscle is full and
rounded, and he looks what he evidently
is, the active and highly trained oarsman.
He is intelligent ‘ looking and of alight
brown. complexion. : His weight is 178
pounds, height 5 foet 81-2 inches, and
measures 40 inches around the chest. He
was born .at . Daneshole, mnear Newcastle,
and is .27 years of age.

John Adams is an exbra man, brought
along in case of any mishap occurring to
either of the before mentioned four. He
is mot a professional earsman, but as an
amateur rower on the Tyne, bas gained
corsidecable celebrity. He is 3% years of
age, and well built, powerful-dooking man.

.{ an -even $1,000 -on ' the result,”” Renforth

ROBERT FULTON

PARIS CRE V'S RACE/ \
WITH THE TYNE MEN

Graphic Story of the Day at La-
chine when England Beat St.
John.

e e

|When Renforih Died and the
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“Aye Agye, sir!” answered Renforth in
confident ‘ringing tones, |

his shoulder at his crew. The
Jooked around & moment and then ehout-
ed “Go.”

shells darted away. The St. John orew |

but within ffty yards the Tymes, with
their magnificent stroke, placed the bow |
of the Dunston-on-Tyne in advance of the !
Harding, and in one hundred yards more |
they were upon the lead. Fifty yards
more they crossed the St. John men’s bow
—gave them their wash and the day was
Rule Britannia’s and the six mie race
was over, its history written., Was ever |
a six mile dash between two such crack
ocrews decided in “such- a jiffy?”’ Never
within the writer’s recollection, however
it may be with others, On they sped,
the St. John men rowing at 46 to the
minute, and the Tyne at 40, yet drawing
away from them at every dip of their
blades

At Stony Point the Tynes were three
lengths ahead, and at Isle Darval four
and rowing as if they were out on prac-
tice instead of racing.

The Tyne’s turned their upper buoy
nearly - forty secends ahead, taking six
strpkcs to do it in; the 8t. John taking
thirteen. - As soon as the Tyne crew
reached the boom gome quarter of a mile
from the starting buoy, one continued
huzza rent the air; they then put on a
spurt fm}d at 42 to the minute made their
eisha].lvta;;rly jump out of the water, crcss-
ing the score 32 seconds ahead of the St.
John crew in 40.5934. The two crews
then saluted each other and a liitle later
Renforth visited the officials’ boat and
ma.@e up a collection for their competitors,
which netted them a neat sum. This is
the ‘custom in England, and it is @ good
one, as very of en a defeated crew in our
waters are left without their car fare to
journey home with.

The Betting ~

= The betting was probably the heaviest
evey known upon any rowing event in
our ‘land. In Montreal, the Tyne crew
had_ the call for a fortnight after their
arrival at-about $100 to $80, but after
bhflt. the loeal pride of British North Am-
erica, and the good rowing record of
their pet crew soon mrade the wagers
even and so it remained until the start,
neither party asking odds. But as the
day wore on toward:the meridian, many
of the spectators who fancied the St.
John crew from local pride, by offering
money on them, created a little odds in
their favor; but this was taken so free-
ly that it was soon ‘“even up” again.
The Tyne crew and their backers pursued
a very judicious course which was illus-
trated by Renforth’s declining some two
or three days prior to the race to ac-|
cept  Fulton’s wager.of $1,000 when the
latter said: “Let us two stroke oars bet

answered Jhat he couldn’t go better than
$600 against Fulton’s $1,000 which the
latter declined. In the city of.New York
the odds were on the Tyne crew from
the day the match was made, steady at
8100 to $80. A few days before the race
a bet of $1,000 to $800 was made at
Doty’s in favor of the Tymesiders; and
many similar and larger' wagers were
made in other parts of Gotham.
PR ——

THE FATAL RACE ON
 THE KENNEBECCASIS

Paris Crew Defeated the Eng-
lish-Oarsmen.

The race on the Kennebeccasis on Au-
gust 23, 1871, between the Paris crew and

ble \aqmtic events in the world’s history.
It' was in this race that Renforth, the
gtroke of the Tyne crew, lost his life.’
At six o’'clock on the morning of the
race the crews were up and about in the
way of completing their preparations for
the race. Renforth was the first man of
the Tyme crew to epring from his bed,’
and with a jovial “Ge. up, boys,” he start-
ed his' companions from their snuggeries
between the sheets. All appeared very
gay and expressed confidence in the result

Of {he memorable race at Tachine on
September 15, 1870, when the Paris crew
tasted their first defeat at the hands of
the Tyne, crew, the Spirit of the Times in
an excellent epecial -article says:

“A+ this time the St. Lawrence h'gd
been quite smooth, but there was still
quite a breeze. In the interim the judges

end referee had reconsidered their pﬁs’t-i

ponement and agreed that the great race
ghould be pulled off at 5 p.’m., but ata
quarter to five a dark cloud appeared in
the western horizon, threatening a equall.
Both thé Tyne and Paris crews bhad been
previously notified to be at the starting
buoys by b o’clock. The Paris crew, hav-
ing .more than a mile to come up from
their boat house on the Lachine Canal
basin rowed up in their boat. They had
overcoats on, and were at tirst unnoticed
except by the spec ators in their vicinity.
(fetting into a boat alongside they etrip-
ped -and were £oon in their shell again
in their racing colots of pink and scarlet.
Their appearane was very different from
the Tyne men, exhibiting far less agility
in. their movements and an earnest and
thoughtful expression. of * countenance.
The, decisive moment’was now approacaing.
tenforth and bhis crew draw their. white
over .their heads in two motions
¢ the arm all tog:ther like clockwork,
and they stood confessed m a1l the glories
of the'r athlesc proportions. Iiner men
never stripped. Théir backs ehone like
ivory. Every muscle and each rib seem-
ed like silk to the eye, but whalebone to
{he. touch. The St.. John crew won the
to-s for choice and came into line at the

jerseys.
of 1

! buoy next to the offiial?’ boat, the Tynes

taking the one next to the-Tachine shore,

1 as belaw.

Dunston-on-Tyne, of Newcastle, Eng.,
James Renforth, strokeji:dchn
Thomas Winship, Jamés Taylor, bow;
color:, white. Boat builgaby R. Jewett,
49

ot longy 17 3-4 in. wide weighing 90
s, :

Jame: A. Harding.
Robert Fulton, stroke; Elijah  Ross,
Hutton, George Price, how: colors, Ted
and pink. Boat built by Elliott, 43 ft.
long, 183-4 in. wide, weighing 115 Jbs.

A period of suspense it truly was, as the
two ewan like ehells rocked nervously on

of St. Jolan, N. B—

. the St. Lawrence’s tide awaiting the sig-

nal—the - Paris men nervous, twisting in
their seats and looking as if the fate of
empires rested upon the swing of their
oar blades; the Tyne men emiling, col-
lected, bodies bent forward in graceful
position, but as rigid as marble; the Paris
crow tall, muscular and grave looking, but
withal a fitting twpe of the British prov-
jnce’s weather-beaten sons, the Eynesiders
jolly, gemial ‘and pleasant looking; yet
above all and pain to the vision was their
expre sion of determination and unwaver-
in confilence.

“Qit a lttle more to the left,” said Ren-
forth to [Taylor.

The bbats sat in the water like two
ptantcms, the tiny blue waves rippling
over the oiled. silk of their bows and wet-
ting ‘hel: washboards.

“Ave ready?”’ eaid the veferee.

Ry AR ,i I ety

Martin, |

Like two arrows from the bow the

held for a few seconds a slight lead, per-|:

! spurts.

the Tyne four was one of the most nota- [

tance between the two boats. There
was great jubilation on shore, and cheer

“All ready,” said Fultom, glancing over after cheer went up from the partizans
referee of the St. John crew s they saw the suc-
l(m

s of their favorites.

The policy of the English crew seemed
to be to lead at the end of the first mile,
and this they fe't assured would give them
the race, To effeet this, then, Renforth

haps a little lews than a half boat’s length; 'bent all his energies with. a doggedmess.
end determina ion that was almest painful

to witness, The steady, level, yet rapid
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their pace, but instantly proceeded up the
course to the stakeboat, which they turn-
ed in the astoni h ng time of eighteen min-
utes, coming down the home stretch at
the rate of forty strokes, and with a’
magnificent burst darting past the judges’
boat, crossing the line in 39 minutes 20 3-5
seconds, apparently not exhausted in the
least.

An absurd and painful rumor that was
circulated at that time was to the- effect
that Renforth had been poisoned, but this

GEORGE PRICE

-

stroke of the St. John boat was putting
her through the water at a wonderful
rate. and to . overcome this Ren-
forth put on a . eeries of
About Appleby’s wharf where
two-thirds of a mile had been rowed, and
at which Renforth made his final strug-
gle the St. John boat clearly led him three
good lengths of the boat, Kelley shouted,
“Give ’em a dozen strokes, Jim!” but al-
though Renforth etrove gallantly to re-

was mot warranted by the facts of the
case, as it was clearly established at the In-
quest that death had resulted from over-.
exertion. No one .felt the death of Ken-
forth any more keenly than did the four
men who won the victory. i
“A London despatch of September 10{°
said:—“The funeral of Renforth took place
today at Newcastle. The attendance was
extraordinary, some accounts representing
the number at one hundred thousand. ‘Lhe

of the racg, placing wagers of 2 to 1 in
support of their belief. The St. John|
crew got up as usual, but were very quiet, |
and seemed to feel the great -responsibili- |
| ties ploced upon them of having to uphold !
the honor of their province and those who |
‘had such great confidence in their powers, |
tn . maintain, |

They had been trained down to the|
| closest pitch, under the guidance of a me- t
| dical adviser, 4nd they presented tfhe§
| highest possible standard of physical ex-|
' cellence, ! ‘

The morning copened bright and clear|
with the wabter smooth as glass, !
{ The St. John crew won the tces and |
chose. the position farthest out from the
shore. At 725 a. m. the referee, T. R.
Jones, shouted, “Are you ready? If not
threw up vour hands,” and twenty seconds
af erwards he gave the word “go.”

The St. John crew took the water first,
_pulling at the rate cf 42 strokes a min-
ute and gain'ng an advantags by so do-
{ing. Renforih starled with a etroke of
, 39, but saw his error quickly and hasten-
ed his speed, but for the first quarter of
a mile he was unable to lessen the dis-

THE LATE SAMUEL HUTTON

-

spond, the struggle was useless. His oars
rose higher and higher from the suriace
of the water until, after a heavy spurt he
fell backwards in the arms of Kelley. Un
seeing the sudden accident to Renforth
the St. John crew were noticed to glacken

concourse was so great that the cemetery .
where the remaiis were depesitd was much
damaged.
The Boston Herald said:—*“At the word
.h boats flew away, the St. John ecrew

(Continuad on l’lage 10.)
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