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Mr. MARTIN: He knows, furthermore, that
the government of Canada pays seventy-five
per cent of the contribution.

Mr. LOW: But not of the add.itional $5.
Mr. JOHNSTON: I was flot arguing that;

1 did not say that the federal government did
not pay seventy-five per cent of the ýamount;
but they do not pay one five-cent piece of
the $5.

Mr. MARTIN: My bon. friend is trying to
give the impression that this parl-iament alone
is responsible in cennection wi.th that matter.
If lie gives the fuit story lie will realize that
the government which is paying seventy-five
per cent surely has the right to suggest that
the other jurisdiction, which is paying only
twenty-five per cent, might weIi increase its
share, if an increase should be made.

Mr. LOW: We did, to the extent of $5 a
month.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I did not say that the
federal, government was nat paying seventy-
five per cent. I readily accept that; it does.
But just because the federal gevernment con-
tributes seventy-five per cent, why should it
have in force regulations which prohibit~ prov-
incial gcvernments from raising old. age pen-
sions as high as they like?

Mr. MARTIN: I will point that out when
the legisiation is brought down, and my hon.
friend will have his answer.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I arn pleased to hear
that. I think the minister will agree with me
that it is long overdue. These elderly citizens
have received toc littie for many years, and
have had to live in a state cf peverty.

Mr. KNOWLES: And they will stili be
poor.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am hopeful that when
the federal government does bring down its
old age pensions legisiation the amount pro-
vided will be censiderably in excess cf $30
a month. And I sincerely trust that the means
test will be eliminated. because it is a federal
baby, and net one from the provinces. If
that is done, then I think the minister's
criticismn w.ould be justified.

Mr. MARTIN: One further question. In
view of the question I put a while age, is the
hon. member aware that his neighbouring
province cf British Columbia pays more than
the province cf Alberta?

Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes, but just at the last
session cf the legisiature cf Alberta provision
was made for grarting medical services, which
will greatly outrun what is done by British
Columbia.

Mr. MARTIN: Oh, ne.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Alberta is always ahead
in that regard. I arn pleased to see the other
provinces coming along, and I think Alberta
has dene much in prodding this government
to bring down old age pension legisiation
which, we hope, will be worth while.

Mr. KNOWLES: This is the parliament cf
Canada. Let us deal with the things with
which we are supposed te deal here.

Mr. JOHNSTON: And when we are dealing
with old age pensions, let me say the ameunt
sheuld be mucli greater than $30 a month.
It should not lie less than $50 a month, with-
eut a means test. Some may laugli at that,
and may say it is crazy te suggest that we
sheuld give an old age pension of $50. But is
it crazy? Is it crazy te expeet our old people
te live on less than $50 a month, in view of
the fact that prices have se greatly increased?
Why, certainly it is not. We cannot expect
these elderly citizens, who are net receiving
enough te keep body and seul together, te
continue living in that way.

In passing, I -hould like te refer te pensions
fer the blind, and te suggest that again in
this instance the amount allewed is inade-
quate.

.Time is passing rapidly, much more rapidly
than I had theught, se I shall turn now te
another subi ect. I want te refer particularly
te the speech of the hon. member fer Mont-
magny-LIslet (Mr. Lesage). I should like te
refer fer a moment te that portion cf cur
agriculturists Who do net corne within the
budget, whe are receiving ne consideration hy
way cf relief in taxation. The hon. member
fer Battle River (Mr. Fair) asked for the
number cf farmers who pay income tax, and
the return tabled showed that enly 3-6 per
cent paid income tax in 1945-46. This means
that 96-4 per cent of the farmers cf Canada
are earning lcss than $750, if single, and $1,500,
if married. In Quebec enly one-tenth of one
per cent cf the farmers are receiving suffi-
cient income te pay an inceme tax. These are
the people te whom the hon. member for Pon-
tiac (Mr. Caouette) was referring when he
asked the gevernment te provide them with a
decent standard cf living. The hen. member
for Mentmagny-L'Islet is repeorted on* page
3006 of Hartsard as follows:

Mr. Speaker, since I stili have a few minutes
at my disposal, I should like te quete a f ew ex-
cepts f rom a boek wri.tten by M. Henry de
Jouvenel and entitled "Huit Cents Ans de Revo-
lutien Francaise":

The financial genius tha-t was Law or Laso
ceniceived every form cf medern credit. He


