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cisely the same inefficiency or gross negligence,
or whatever one likes to call it. Nor was that
all. The coffee had been thin, feeble, uninterest-
mg. The feminine excuse for this last diabolic
iniquity had been that the kitchen at the last mo-
ment had discovered itself to be short of cof-
fee. An entirely commonplace episode! Yes
but it is out of commonplace episodes that mar-
tyrs are made, and Omicron had been made a
martyr. He. if none else, was fully aware that
evening that he was a martyr. And the woman
had selected just that evening to raise the ques-
tion of rings, gauds, futile ornamentations I He
had said little. But he had stood for the uni-
versal husband, and in Mrs. Omicron he saw the
tmiversal wife.


