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the fixportu ol that very year to cimpare with thow of 1002, in seek-
UiK to prove that British commerce U decaying, a course which the
British press very geoeraliy repudiated at the time as unfair and mla-
leadlng.

The true way to test this matter la to take from the official blue-
Jjooks the returns of British exportt for each decade klnc^ free trade iras

tell a very diffetrent tale. They were as follows:adopted, and they
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These statlatlcs do not show that Great Britain has suddenly chang.
ed from prosperity to decay. On the contrary, they prove that her ex-
ports have steadily grown from 8356,840,000 in 18C0 to the immense ag-
gregate of 81,418,020,000 In 1900, an increase of no less than 400 per
cent. In half a century I This U admittedly one, If not the most won-

derful record of commercial expansion in the world's
history , and yet Mr. Chamberlain has been <>& bent on
agitation as to describe British exports as stagnant,
iitid to seek to alarm the nation with gloomy sugges-
tions about the decay of the Klory of Venice and the
tail of its famous Campanile.

Mr. Clumberlaln's comparison to prove that there has been a ser-
ious falling off In Britain's export trade, per head. Is equally unreliabk'.
It l< also based on the orlrtual fallacy of taking 1872 as a normal year,
and. In addition, as this compnrltion depends ou the Increase of popula-
tion, as well as of exports, it Is of little value. That British exports,
per capita, have remained almost stationary for several decades proves
nothing. The same thing Is true of Franca, Germany, and even the
United atates, and no one pretends It Is a sign of decay In these na-
tions. The British fiscal blue-book of 1908 corroborates this, as the fol-

lowing extract shows:

"The exports per head In the United Kingdom are far In t.>x.

cess of what they are in either France or Garmany, and are
still more In excess of what they are in the United States.
Since 1875, also, the exports per head have been nearly station-
ary In all the countries named, so that no one is getting ahead
of the others In this respect."

The value of the exports per head of each of these grwt nations
is given as followa: Thoae of Great Britain at £S 19a 5d. those of
Franca at CS 14s 8d, thoee of Germany at £3 7f 2d, and those of the
United States at £2 18a 4d. Those figures do not snataln Mr. Oham-
berlaitt's doleful pictures of stagnation and decay, bat prove the grati-
fying fact that old John Bull itlll maintains a very rMpeotable lead of
all otbsr oompatltors.

The proposal to abandon free trade and go baok to protection and
taxation of the nation*! food, Is at once distracting and dangerous. When
announced. It Immediately shattered the Balfour Ministry, broke up the


