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That such an amalgamation would most materially
add to our advancement is self-evident. We would
like to see that gigantic stride made and still remain
members of the great Empire, if that be possible. A
treaty of commerce between us and the United
States, be it reciprocity or what not, would so very
materially tend to our benefit that we would risk
much and give much to obtain it. There is such an
abundance of food for man and beast in Canada, and
always has been, without a single general failure of
crops, that we cannot realize what such a failure
really means. Nor can we make comparisons
between times of abundance and years of want. No
general failures have ever come to Canada, and while
it has never been uniformly productive, the past two
seasons have surpassed all previous records. We
have seen harvests of 60,000,000 bushels of grain in
Manitoba, Alberta, Assiniboia and Saskatchewan,
seeking an outlet to Europe through the railways
and canals of Ontario.

Verily, Canada is a young sleeping giant which has
not yet awakened to its power. Our resources of all
kinds are enormous. Take, for instance, our vast sup-
plies of pulp-wood spruce, the raw material of paper.
Explorers have found hundreds of square miles of
this timber as yet untouched by the hand of mar
between the northerly boundary of Ontario and
James' Bay. These forests may be cut off, but in
twelve years will again have grown ready for another
cutting. It is freely asserted that Canada has more
spruce wood for pulp than all the world besides.


