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these eentlemen refused to go along with ma ( (Hear, hecar.) Had I

(lone so—had I refused to fiul the Government and the negotiations had

been broken off—a geneval election must have followed, and truly 1

would have found i)n>.. If in a most untenabk' position. Mr. John A.

Macdonald and \m friends would have gone to the country saying :

" Here is a partv who have been declaring tlial tlii^v wanle.l Kt'inesenta-

" tion bv Population above all other measures—we were i)rei)ared to give

"it to them, and they llatlv refused to aid us. Here are men who i)ro-

"fess to Jiave so much at heart the interests (if I'pper (.'aiiada—we gave

" them an opportunity of getting justice to Upper Canada, .luch (is niav

" not recur for twentv years to come, and they refused to touch it. Had

I taken such a course, I would have deserved to be banished from puljlic

life forever. But, I am told, "Oh ! Mr. Bro\ni is spiittmg up the lle-

"form partv." And verv funnv it is to observe from what (piarter tins

objection comes. Does 'it coihe from those who have always been Re-

formers ' Not a bit of it—but mainly from men avIio have cc nie into

the ranks within the last few years. (Hear, hear.) 1 am free to say

that I look upon i)artv alliances as fcu-med for the good of tlie Avliofe

people, aii.l the niomeht they stand in the way of the well-being of tlie

country, they become an injury and not a blessing. And did my party or

fifty parties'stand in the way of obtaining this great measure ot redress

for Upper Canada, I should rend all party tics asunder without a mo-

ment's hesitation. (Cheers.) I have faith enough in the llelorm edec-

tora of Upper Canada to believe they will thoroughly comprehend that

in going into this Coalition, it has been done with a sincere desire to

advance the peace and prosperity of our country, and that they will tlunk

with nu^ to place this great work of reform in the balance witli a mo-

mentary partv advantage, would Vie but paltry statesmanship. (Cheers.)

But Ja'ui told that the whole negotiation is a piece ot (leception; tliat

Mr John A. Mac.lonald and Mr. Cartier are merely pulling the_ woo

over Mr. Brown's eves—(laughter)-without the slightest intention
_
ot

carrying out Avhat they solemnly agreed to. Now, so liir iromtuere being

any truth in this imputation, I am bound to say that all the parties to

the negotiations, from first to last, have acted in the most c-aiulid, sincere

and honouralde manner. (Hear, hear.) And those sceptical gentlemen,

who are so much afraid of being deceived, will plea«e carry tins away

with them—that, if the combination had broken down the very day it

commenced, or were it to l)reak doAMi to-day, or a week, or a month, or

three months hence, more good would have l)eeu already accomplished

by it than would be a sufficient compensation for all the loss and evil

which could possibly result, were the fears of these sceptical gentlemen

realized (Hear, hear.) Bv this inovemeiit the leading public inen in

the counlrv have been coimnitted to do justice, immediate lustice, to

Upper Canada—all the great political parties have committed theinsel';es

to the admission that a -rreat evil exists, and that a remedy must speechfy

be provided,—and more than that, we lun-e now an acknoAvleuged

remedy formally placed on record, agreed to by a Conservative Cabinet,

endorsed by both political parties, and saucticmed by Her Majesty s re-

presentative. (Cheers.) The final accomplishment of this great reform

ma^- hi' deferred—but it must go forward—it cannot now go Mck.

(Cheers.) But I am told that our scheme is mi-British I have liere

some extracts to show you that, if the scheme be un-Bntisli, it lias at all

events been assented to bv some of the foremost ol British statesmen.

The first person of eminence who declared in favour of a Fedeivil system

as regards the two Canadas, was no less a statesman than W.Uiam i itt.

VVheTi the Constitutional Act was before the Imperial Parliament in

1791, Mr. Pitt used the following language :—


