
i.

150 CHARACTERS.
light is at an end. He cannot be a proper Mi-

nifter in a mixed or popular government, who

would endeavour to give the firft magiOratc

more power the a is allowed by the conftituLov^ j

or unite the executive and legiflative powers of

the ftate m the fame perfon. On the othci h'Ain%

fuppofmg Lord North to be really the Miiiilttn,

as mi*ch as Walpole, Pelham, or Pitt were f^ve-

fally when they bc^t the charaaer (which we will

as foon believ«!, till we receive fome fubftantial

proof ir, as that he i" Mufti or 1 urkilk High-

Pfieft) wt can by no means allow him fitted

Kiimr by nature, habit, or inclinatian, for fo

gitat ^.; d .liduoMi an undertaking. It would be

(in inviik-us lafk to affign our reafons, nor

"wou>':' *t be lefs tedious and difguulng. His

Lordlliipis, however, a man of found Judgment,

well trained in bufinefs, of great padi imentary

dexterity, and equalled by no man in Britain in

plaufibility, in a ftrong appearance of candour,

in avoiding explanations in debate, and knowing

how to recede from engagements ivitbout incurring

a breach of promife. His enemies allow him no

merit. This is merely the voice of party. His

Lordfhip was called to the helm at a moll critical

feafon, in a ftorm of fadion or national refent-

ment, call it which you pleafe. He rode it out

with great refolution, and no fmall degree of

minifterial fkillj and whether his conduit on

thatoccafion may be imputed unto him as righte-

oufnefs, there is little doubt that he encountered

fomepriht and many difagrecabkcircumftancesi

and,
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