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would feel himself amply rewarded. To those still living who

were familiar with Dr. MaoGregor, he is aware how imperfect

his work will appear. Yet it would be taking an undue liberty

with the public to appear before thorn, did he not believe thut

ho had so far succeeded in sketching Dr. MacGregor's life as

to afford some idea of " what manner of man he was." It

would bo affectation in the author to express any other convic-

tion, than that, with all the disappointments he has met with

and all the deficiencies in his performance, his labour has not

been altogether in vain. He rejoices to believe, that he has

been enabled to some extent to present before the rising gene-

ration of the church, such a record of his labours as will give

them a better view of them than they have hitherto had, and

such as is fitted by the divine blessing to be profitable both

among his brethren in the ministry and in the private circles

of the church. Nor is he without hopes, that what ho has

done may be the means of making his name more widely known

abroad.

Some of the facts and incidents recorded in the following

pages may appear trifling. The purpose for which these have

been introduced, has been to illustrate the character of the sub-

ject of this memoir, or to exhibit the state of the country at

the time. And if they are examined in this light, the author

believes that the most trifling will appear to serve that purpose.

It will be seen that much of the information is traditionary.

He is aware of the uncertainty of such authority. But the

necessity of resorting to it was in his case unavoidable. He
has, however, been at pains to verify facts, both by comparing

information from different quarters, and by securing where

practicable the testimony of two or three witnesses, and though

it would be too much to expect, that his work would be abso-

lutely free from errors, yet he believes, that though farther

information might more fully illustrate the subject treated of,

it would not materially alter his statement of facts.

Some of the remarks made in explanation of subjects as

they occur may be deemed unnecessary. In reference to these


