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Chapter I

THE CRISIS OF DEMOCRACY
" What is democracy ? Sometimes, it is the name for a form

of government by which the ultimate control of the machinery
of government is committed to a numerical majority of the
commumty. Sometimes, and incorreftly, it is used to denote
the numerical majority itself, the poor or the multitude exiting
in a ftate. Sometimes, and itill more loosely, it is the name for
a policy, direfled exclusively or mainly to the advantage of
the labouring class. FinaUy, in its broadefl and deepeil, moft
comprehensive and moft interefting sense, democracy is the
name for a certain general condition of society, having hijloric
ongins, springing from circumilances and the nature of things,
not only involving the political doflrine of popular sovereignty
but representing a cognate group of corresponding tendencies
over the whole field of moral, social anU even spiritual life
within the democratic community."—Lokd Mohuy.
"I speak tlie password prime..:, I give the sign of Democracy,
"By God I I will accept nothing which all cannot have their

counterpart of on the same terms."—Walt Whitman.
" To be a democrat is not to decide on a certain form of human

association, it is to learn how to live with other men."—Mary P.
FOLLETT.

THE inherent logic of the democratic idea
calls for a society which will provide for
all its members those conditions of equal

opportunity that are within human control. It

denies all forms of special and exclusive privilege,
and affirms the sovereignty of the common man.

In practice, however, democracy has gone no
further than the achievement of a form of govern-
ment

j and in popular discussion the word has
usually a connotation exclusively pohtical. It is

even yet but slowly becoming clear that a demo-
cratic form of government is no more than the bare
framework of a democratic society ; and democracy


