
( hiiKi l,y thi.' C';iiia(li;in I';ici(ic stcimisliips. Im-
I».'n,il imeivsts aiv amplv pnitec-tfil .-uicl imi-
foiir:i),'nl li\- thi'sc lines, s,. that ulieii wv talk
"f fslahlishniK an All-Kcl nmw over iPiv. isciv
the same ^jnimid all thai is meant is that faster vessels
should lie emiilnyed. Tlie C'lmard eciUfaet hi-oii^'Iit
the siilijecl to tlie front aj^'ain at the t'olonial t'onfer-
eiue ol 11I07. and Sir Wilfrid l.aurier and I.onl Strath-
eona have been iiushinjj it wiili energv. tlie argument
eomiiij; t<i this, that as IviiKland is doinj; so mueh I'cjr

the L'nited St;itesor for Xew Vork. she is in diitv bomid
to do soinethins.; for her own Empire hv eo-operatiii),'
with Ca' ida and the Australian Colonies "in estal.lishinj;
a faster All-Red serviee than now exists. Mr. Asi|iiith
and Mr. I.loyd-(;eorj,'e apparently acquiesecd at the
Conlerenee. and the matter is now en^'aginj; the atten-
tion of the Imperial (lovcrnment. During' the Cham-
berlain eampaiK'n for preferential duties within the
Eininre. some Liberals eontended tlial Imjierial unitv
eonld lie iiromoled at less cost and willi less risk by the
creation of fast sleamshi]) services: but, of course the
C.overnmenl is not bound bv what niav have been said
by inihvidual members of the jiartv when in ( )pposition.

Ihe weak iioints of the scheme are brieth- the.se.
First of all, while sentiment is an excellent thin^ in its
place. It is a poor foundation bv itself for this 'or anv
other jiroject involvinj^ a large outlax". As material
considerations usually jirevail in the long run, a
scheme of this magnitude, if it is to lie .succes.sful. and
failure would be disastrous from everv a.sjiect. must
rest, not on sentiment merelv, but on a' sound business
basis. This granted, it is obvious that nothing could
be gained, to begin with the outlving jiarts of the jiro-
gramme, by putting L'.-)-knot steamers on the Pacific
Ocean between Vancouver and Australia. A ves.sel of
that speed would burn well on to 1.5,01)0 tons of coal
costing about .KiCOOO. on each single vovage. This to
go no further, stamps the scheme as inipracticaiile
No freight goes from England through Canada to
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