
Treaties Affecting the
Nc-th Pacific Coast

THE Pnncipal treatiM and conventioni affcctins the
North Pacific Ocean and ita coait line and the
adjoining territory arc largely devoted to delimitinK

land and water boundariea. They were neceaaiuted by
the conUcthig claima to early diacovery and occjpation
aet up by the varioua nationa. In tome biatancea righti
of a more apiritual nature were asierted. By the Bull ofPope Aleirander VI, promulgated in 1493, the whole
undiicover«:d world waa evsnly divided between Spain
and PortugU. The dividing line ran from the North to
fte South Pole, through a point one hundred leaguei
Wert of the Asorea.

J.-"'**
"n**"*""* the treatiea which compoied the va.ioui

dUt'irencea, it la neceasary to be familiar with the con-
flicting claima themaelvea, and thia entaila careful enoniry
into aU the particnlara of diacovery and occupation iHthin

'..'•^t' !••"£*• It «"«y b*. M aaaerted in the annala of

. ^£P^*?f Empire, baaed on the report of Hoei-Shin
ta 409 A.D., th=; Chineae Buddfliat prieata diacovcred
Weatern America m the fifth century, Irat intereating as
tm» topic might prove to be, it need not be inquired Into
when we are examining claima to ownerahip baaed on
diacovery followed by effective occupation.

The earliest discoverir' on both the Pacific and
Atlantic aeaboarda are ; some extent shrouded in
mystery "The true sources of history," says Prof.
Wrong, be somewhere in the wonderland of myth and
tradition. Canadian hiatory seems to have ita proper
beginning in that vague atmosphere, colored with adven-
ture and romance, which surrounds the westward voyag-
faiga of the Northmen." Is it true that when Harold
Harfager in the ninth century undertook to feudalize
Norway the Vikings fled to the F«roes and IceUnd, and
that finaUy about 986 A.D. Eric the Red eaUblished a
great colony in Greenland? Is it true that Beom was


