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of "—p*") kimed tho miniaturii, and held it to hor check
" of my mother ?"

" Your fBther," gnid Sa.xham. " wan an officer and ;

((I'ntlciiinn. The Htimame t)mt you exchanged fur min>

[KKir ohilil I «a« really his. Hi« ( hristinn name in cnpravi

there "- he iH)iiit«l totlieinm' rim of tin hand of l)rilliniit—
" with that of the liwly v,'iu) Am your mother. She wii

beautiful; lae was t<nd(r and devotc'd ; »he loved yen
father well cnoi'-jh to (jive up every Hocial aim and ev<r>

worldly advantage for his sake. She dii^d loving Um. If'

diwl—I should not winider if he diei! of wirrow fur li

losH. For hearts can lireak. though the Fae\ilty deny it I

He swunt; about to leave the rmini. She was murmurii:
over her now-found treasure.

" ' Lucy to Uieliard '
. . .

' Kichard' . .
." she reiK'ntnl

A wave of rosei.'e rolour broke over her with the meniei

of tho hand that ad touchi'd and the voice that hai

8[H)ken to her in hei HtaviT.-ficnl vision of tho provimi

morning, when tho Beloved had come back from Paradis'

to lay a charge upon hor child.
" My father knew tho .Mother)" It was not a quest! i

it was a statem'nt of tho fact. Saxham wondered at tlii

assured tone, as ho told[her :

" It is trui\ 'I'lioy had been friends— in tho world tliii

l>()th gave up afterwards—the man for the love that is i<

earth, tho woman for the love of Heaven."
" Sli(! never told mo then, but she must have known win

I 'Vits from the beginning," Lynctte ventured. " She ga\i

mo the surname of Mildaro because it belonged to nu

Do not you think so too ?"

Saxham made no answer. Ho swung about to leave the

niiiiii. .Slic sli|i|icd the 'iiiniatiiri' Into her bosom, wln'ii

his letter hod lain, and asked :

" \Vliere are you going ?"

He answered, with his eyes avoiding hers :

" You havo been travelling all night
;
you must ue tinti

and hungry. Go to bed and try to rest, wliile I foraj^c fei

you downstairs. You shall not suffer for lack of attendiimi'

I am quite a good cook, as i ou shall find presently. Win ii

you liave eaten you must 'cop. and then wo will talk i'

your returning home to your friends."


