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I tloiilit not i't way rcid uiili as imuli avidity

as is ti'c iK'Ws pii'ilisiicd now ot' t-vciits tran-

K[»iriii;^ ill ail iia.'tn of t/io world up to the

\^^vy time of tin? nowsi>apor soini,' to press.

For instance, ihv Postmaster of Montreal

,^•ave notice on the L'otli November. 1 TSS. of

th(! <losin,;,' of a mail on tlie I Itii Deeemher,

at four o'( lo( k in tiie afternoon, to lie jiut on

hoard His Majesty's paelvet-hoat, wliieh was
to sail fiom New York for Falmouth, on

Wednesday. th(^ 7th January following,'. And
it was espi''ial]y enjoined tJjat letters for any

l)art of the eontinent of Europe must lie sent

undei- cover to a corrc^spondent in London,
otlierwis(! they coidd not lie forwarded. In

the winter montlis the dispatch of a mail to

Halifax was montlily : and the posta.iie to

Halifax on h'tters to (ireat ihitaiu had to he

lirejiaid in Montreal.

Another post office advertisement relating

to internal postal comnnniication aniKiunees

the montlily di'pai'ture of the carrit'r with let-

ters for the otlices at Cornwall, .^hitihla,

Aufiiista and Kingston, and that •• letters for

Niagara and Detroit will he forwarded hy this

conveyance to the respective offices there."

no.MKSTIC .\M) (ITIIKU AnVKUTISKMKXTS.

There are some curious advertisements re-

lating t<i domestic matters, whicli are too

long to (piote liei'e. One i;; hy .(ohn (Justus

Dielil. in which in an advertisement extend-

ing to a third of a cohnnn, he recounts his

difficulties with his wife, who owing to his

poverty had left him and was living with her

lirother, and whom he implores to appear lie-

fori' a notary and obtain a legal sepfu'ation, as

" such an act \vould removt' the suspicion of

"'a mercenary disposition whii-h tin; world
" will he apt to entertain other, in seeing a
" wit'e leave her husband on account of liis

" jiresent inability of maintaining her in the
'• foiiner afliuent manner he used to do. and
•• to (time ujion him again when liis friends

*' and his own industry might raise him again
" in the world,'' an intention wiiicli lie inti-

mates was already attributed to her. Another
advertis:'nicnt shows the ])ateriia! care of tlu'

authorities of those days, and is as follows :
—

ClTV AND DISTIUCT )

oi' MoN rRK.\i,. S

MoN-ruHAJj, ]May 4, 17H!).

.\l a m-'ctlng of His Majest.v's .Justices oCtho
I'eace lliis day, il is ordered tluit llie price ami
ass|/<' oi' Ijr.a'd lor tlio present rnontli, be as fol-

ows, viz. :

—

Tiie white loaf of 1 il)s. at IMd. or 2(> sous.
The lirown loalOf li lljs. at 15d. or ;iO sous.
And tliat tire several bakers of the city d

suliurlis do conlorm tlieroto, and mark tlioir

bread wiili tlie initial letters ot tlicir names.
Hy order ol tlie .fust iees,

.1. RKAn, (Mk. 1'.

f)n the lUli June. ITHIi, Mr. George i'ownal,

the Troviiicial Secretary, gave notice by tom-
inand of His Kx.-ellency the Governor, that

••the ports of this Province were open to the

importation of thmr, meal, vice, hiscuit and
Indian corn, until the lirst Jannary following,

fioiii the I'nited States or other countries liy

the gulf iiud river St. Lawrence, on ships or

vessi'ls built, owned and navigated according

to law." And persons desirous of engaging
in such importations were reqnested to apply

at the secretary's office at (juehec. for further

information. Ilohert Burns had just risen to

fame, and several of his poems are printed in

the GAzi-rn'E of that date, among them his

"Man was made to Mourn " -'Winter" and
othei-s. At th<; end of one of these

is the printer s foot note as follows :

—

" POKTA NASSlTI'U .VOX FIT'' is all oUl

maxim, the truth of which has never been
douhted, and of which this poet is a striking

instance
; he was born and bred in one ;)f tlie

lowest stations in life in the south part of

Scotland, and seems by several hints thrown
out in his performances, to have been all his

lifetime struggling hard with poverty. The
hook 'nnn which the above is extracted,

and from wliieh we intend to select pieces for

tlu' amusement of our readers in the dearth of

news, is a large octavo volume printed hy
Huhscription at Edinburgh, 1787, with the

names of nearly 2,000 subscribers [irctixed

thereto, among whom are the most disting-

uished ladies, noblemen and gentlemen, in

and out of the kingdom."

THE QUKliKC "MEUCUllY," 1805.

The third paper which made its appearance

in this province was the Quehcc Mercuri/, the

lirst number of which was printed on the ath

.laiiuary, 180,"), hy Mr. Thomas Gary, puh-
lisher. The pajier has remained in tlie same
family ever since, being now printed hy Mr.

George T. Gary, the grandson of its original

founder. From the first it was regarded as a
society pajier, its editor heing a man of cul-

ture. In reply to some one who complained
that he had used a capital instead of a small

letter in his prospectus, he said "his mode
"of using these letters is not the result

" of ca|)ricc or accident, hut of principle and
"system, arising from study, sujierior exam-
" pie and (experience. Let it not be thought,"

said the editor in his own defence, " that he
'

' has passed all his days at a state or count-


