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Profi'saidiiiil soMiors'' policy is to crciito pcnimiu-nt forcci'—T\xtrii\agiint nu'tliotlrf ofMcfi'iico

prupdHed )»y tliiin—Thi-ir s( ntimeiitf! diiiifroroin to puliticnl coiiditioii dt'Stiitc—Evils

induced by liirgc iiiilitiiry crttiiblislinKHtd—True palriotism, what is It?—Motives that

lend to selection of military life—War a less evil tlnni ^uhjiijration—Obligation of

national defence—Opinions ajrainst standin}; armies.

AVe bogaii our jnipcr hy boldly dcclaiiug" that wc should give

no favor to our l!Jni»lish military critics ; citing authorities to

show that, Ironi want ol* experience oi' military operations carried

out on a grand and scienlilic scule, thr Ih'itish army officer was

not to 1)0 held nn inlallil)]*^ liuide in militarv organization and

defence, in cases when' millions of souls are concerned. Should

our efforts have failed to convince our countrymen to this extent,

we trust they have had at least the effect of causing them to re-

ceive with great caution, and only after due deliberation thereon,

the opinions of these men when enunciated in an authoritative

or dictatorial manner.

Although the professional man of war may, as we said be-

fore, best understand what is technically known as tactics, yet as

in the organisation for defence of a whole nation, where political or

moral questions must be held of importance, general knowledge

comes into play, an unprofessional person may without

blame speak or write on military subjects, and may judge of them

sufficiently well ; and farther, professional men labor under some

disadvantages of their own, looking at their calling from within

always, and never from without, and from their very dcA^otion

to it, not being apt t' see it in its relations with other matters.

It is this very devotion to their profession which is so

dangerous to society, and the greater the enthusiast, the more his

doctrines are to be feared. Nex+ to a spiritual arrogance, a mili-

tary arrogance is most to be dreaded :
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