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thouKb tlioHp iininiaU arn now vi>ry Hc-urcv, as

well^ns Nl>y, havin)f iiecn no niiicli hunted fur

their pcltrioH and t'lirti. AnionifHt the inlVrior

animalM are HkunkH, g(|uirr('li), mice and a Hin-

Kular spci-ios of l)iit<h-tailoil rat, said to be
naturally iniHclii( vous, a reputation it irems
Ambitious to dfisiTVP, nioildliii^r with ev«>rytliin)(

about tlin travflnr'o camp at niKlit, and run-
ning over IiIh pcrnon with tlio ftruatoot famili-

arity. These raHy liabitH am proliably owing
to the immunity trom harm guaranteed it liy

tl>e Indian, who scruples not to feed upon every
other form of animated matter, save only the

rat and tlie raven. These, owing to a natural

repugnance, or more likely in his ea.se, to some
superstitious notion, the Indian never cats,

oven in his extremest need.

While inni .lai.'t are scarce in this region, of
birds it may b<i said there are almost none,

since, with the exception of water-fowl, you
may not gee one in a day's travel. Oeesc, ducks,
swans and brant, however, gather in clouds
about the lakes, and inlets, in the proper sea-

son. Pelicans, cranes and loons are also to be

found about these places at all times. Ofthe teath-

ured tribe, are occasionally seen the eagle, hawk,
cormorant and raven. t)wls arc lU times heard,

but not often. There are, also, a few wood-
jieckers, bluejays, larks and a small dusky
ground-bird, with a few quail, and a good
many grouse, the latter always fat and tender.

The raven resembles that of California, being
large, and uttering the game harsh crouk.

Near the sea, gulls and several other kinds of

aquatic animals hover about in great numbers,
ailbrding the natives much acceptable food by
means of their flesh and eggs. The pelican

being a ciumscy bird, also falls an easy prey to

the Indian.

Fish, small and of an inferior kiud, are plen-

tiful in the lakes and streams at ail seasons,

but salmon, the onl} really voluable fish, is

abundant only from June till September,
being best and most numerous in August.
This is a most delicious fish, being large, rich

and oily, easily caught and readily cured,
and hence most valuable both for the white
and Indian. An inferior kind of salmon is

taken during the fail months, called the hook-
bill, from its having a beak like % parrot.

It has i>mall, sharp teeth, \n covered with llviil

KpotH, and its fleHJi in soft and llitlihy. Tlitt

whites d(> not are to rat it, nor i,i it niiirh rel-

iHlied by the natives. Kinu trout Is eauKht in

the streaniH during winter. The Indians

adopt various plans for taking the larger lisli,

spearing, the wier iinil basket being the most
common. A small species of smelt, hut little

worth, HwariiiM In Home plares ; sturgeon o(

largo si/.e and excellent (|uallly are freipieiitly

caught ill the Kraser. In l.i'.ko Oklnagan, and
In all the streams along tlin Oregon trail,

trout weighing from one to two pounds and of

tine flavor, are caiiKht with the greatest,

ease, men taking them out with nets by the

wagon load, and by wading into llio water,

catching them with their hands wiihout dilll-

culty. In the inlets and all tldi> walem, fish

of every variety abound In in<Te(lili|(' (luiin-

titles; nor nro oysters, <^linnS| mussels, or any
other kind of NJiell fish wanting. Of reptiles

and insects, except mosi|uitoes, conlined to the

Lower Kraser, and a few other localities, llrlt-

Ish (Columbia has but few. There nro soinn

rattle snakes, with a few others of a more
harmless kind. The li//,ard seen in Califor-

nia, is not common, nor is thi! tarrantula, or

centipede mel wiili. Indeed, the whole coun-

try is renia.kal)ly cxenijit from both arimals

and reptiles of a hurtful or obnoxious kind,

being in this respect. If no other, a very de-

sirable abode for man.
TIIKKS, PI.ANTH, KntIIT.H, ««.

The Southern, which may also be called the

rainy portion of lirillsh Columbia, is a densely

wooded country, both the mountains and plains,

with the excei)tloii of a few inconsiderable

prairies, being covered with thick end stately

forests. Ho cloxly do the trees si 'nd, and
withal so tall and straight, that the united

navy yards of tho world might draw thenco

their supplies for years, without more than

partially exhausting those spacious and mojrs-

tic forests. To the north and cast there is less

timber, the country being open and the only

wood met with, except in the bottoms, being a

species of pitch pine scattered sparsely over its

surface. It never grows large, being not over

a foot or two in diameter, anil is not much es-

teemed for making lunibor, though being

straight and of suitable size, it is very conve-

nient for building log cabins and for similar

uses. Many of the prairies in these sections

are entirely destitute of trees, although the

growth along tho strmims is in most j)lnces

abundant and varied. The prevailing timber

everywhere is pine, fir and spruce, of dillcrent

varieties, with liemlock and cedar, und a small

sprinkling of birch, oak, ash, yew and maple.

In the swamps ond along the water courses

willow, alder, cotton-wood and balm of Qilcad

are found ; the latter always attracting notice,

its unctuous buds glittering with healing gum
and filling tho air with balmy fragrance. To
this tree the native tribes, as have the whites

from the earliest ages, ascribe many medicinal

virtues, assigning it an important place in their

pharmacy. It here grows to a majestic size.


