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to arm the negro infurgents in a mafs, and

this was called " the fimple operation of

** purifying the colonial fyftem of the French

** illands, for the purpofe of accomplifliing

" the deftruaion of all the Britifli co-

« lonies."

I do not mean to enter into certain quef-

tions which this recital fuggefts. In the

opinions of fome, the Weft India illands are

the regions of injuftice, cruelty, and mor-

tality j the grave of Europeans, and the hell

of Africans : in the opinion of others, there

exifts neither a general unwholefomeneis cf

the climate, nor cruelty in the condition and

treatment of the flaves: whatever maybe the

truth in thefe oppofite alTertions, it muft be

fubmitted to the imprefiion of time and of

events.

So long, however, as we retain the valuable

pofleirions alluded to, and in the fyftem un-

der which they are become an eflential part

of our profperity, every confideration of re-

gard to our commerce, of juftice to nume-
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