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I ith. Every thing fpeaks war at hand. The
^five new fhips of war arc all ready, and will be
in the road next week \ and M. DieJchaUy who
is to have the chief command by land in Ame^
rica^ will embark on the 1 5th.

These letters add, that there was fome talk

of the Pretcnaer, and of a defccnt to be made
on one of the king .loniv of Great Britain : and
that there were no orders as yet gone for equip-

ping a fleet at ^iGuion : which is very incon/iftent

with conful Birtie's advice of the tenth of

February-, and, indeed, feems to have been

wrote at random j for, three days after, this

fame correfpondont delivers it for fadl, that

orders had been fent to Toulon for fitting out

ten ihips of the line j and further adds, that the

French marine armaments were expeded to be

completed in a month.

1 6th. M. de Cofnc writes that the fr'^^ate

La Diane had been difpatched and failed from

Rochfort, on the 27th ult. to Lcuijhourg and

^ebec, with advice of the fuccours deftined for

America : that eight fhips more of the line were

ordered to be victualled and fit for the fea in

tvvo months : that M. Macnamara had received

orders to fail this day, if the wind fhould per-

mit; and that the courier was ordered not

' They failed into the road on or before the i8th day, as

appears by other advices.
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