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formed his line the Americans were on the alert. The
American left was composed of two brigades nnder Generals

Poor and Learned, with Morgan's liifle corps and New
Eagland Militia. Morgan, with about fifteen hundred men,

was ordered out to an eminence on Burgoyne's right, while

General Poor's brigade and a pare of Lsarned's moved to

attack the British left and center. Morgan first became

engaged with the Canadians and savages whom he drove

back to the main British line. On the left of the British

line, whicli had moved forward to a wheat field, was Major

Ackland with the artillery under Major Williams. The
center was composed of Brunswickers under Riodesel, and

British under Phillips. The light infantry under Earl

Balcarras was on tlie left. In advance of the right was

Frazer with five hundred (Neilson says a thousand) picked

men. At half-past two o'clock the Americans attacked both

flanks of the British. The British artillery on the left

fired over the heads of the Americans, who rapidly advanced

and delivering their fire opened to right and left, sheltering

themselves by the woods fronting the Bi-itish to avoid the

sweep of the artillery, then charged to the very mouths of

the cannon. Five times one of the cannon was taken and

retaken, finally remaining with the Americans, the British

falling back. The Americans greatly encouraged pressed

the British on every side. Major Ackland* was shot

through both legs and made a prisoner, and Major Williams

was captured. On the British right Morgan made a furious

attack and drove Frazer back to the main line. Morgan

moved quickly to the left and again attacked the British right

throwing it into confusion. While changing position to

* Major Ackland was carried to General Poor's (laarters (the Neilson House)

whard his wife, Lady Harriet Ackland, who had been with him In the British army

since IWS. joined him two days after the battle. This beautiful and accomplished

lady, with a letter from Uurgoyne, was carried in an open bo t accompanied by

Chaplain BradenellaiidatteiKJuuCB, from 13urgoyac'« urmy, north of Wilbur's Basiu

down the river duriuu a drenching rain storm and lauded at tbe American Intr nch-

montaou the river tliit. When the sentinel hailed them Lady Harriet answered-

She wa< then convoyed to her wounded hu:ibaud. Major Ackland at a dinner

party, alter his return lo Euglan i, warmly defondcd American c )urdge against the

a^perdious uf Licutenunt LIuyd. A duel followed in which Major Ackland was

shot deed. Lady Harriet vas insane for two years on accouut of his death, but re-

covered and married Chaplain BrudenelL


