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took by surprise the ignorant or the thoughtless. In

1905, in 1908, especially in 1911, the French nation had
known the suspense which filled the last week of July
1914 ; and if in 1905 there had been more astonishmeni
than fear at the prospect of an encounter with Germany,
in 1!)08 and in 1911 there was neither astonishment nor
nervousness. Anybody who knew the trend both of the
better literature and of popular feeling must have realized

that when the crisis came France would surely be
equal to it. There was no likelihood of any differences

between the soldier-workman and the soldier-writer

of the Pei,niy or Psiehari type. In fact bcjth classes of

men appeal- to be in perfect unanimity, not because of

the overwhelming pressure of the circumstances, but
because the war found them in possession of the best

Tiational rharacteiistics, which are clear intelligence on
one hand anfl cheerful decision on the other. It would
be foolish to liope that this unbroken unity will jierse-

vere after the peace ; the politicians who, at the Radical
Convention of Api il 1914. almost on the eve of the war,
insisted on reducing the French Army by a third, out
of spite against President Poincare even more than in

accordance with pf.cificist theories, will not be shamed
out of existence : we must expect to hear once more vague
declamations as soon as pressing facts which demand
prompt action can be pushed into the background ; but
piofcssional politicians nowhere represent the popula-
tions thev deceive, ai.d French thought, in the plain

conversation of the ])easant as well as in the writings
of the literary man, will be healthier than it was during
six or seven generations.
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