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and his brother set forthi on their
lonely quest.

Froin Edionton, four tons of
stores were frcighted a hundred
miles to the Athabasca River,
whcre canoes were launchied for
their long voyage. For fifteen
hiundrcd miles to the Arctic* Occan
this great river, exceptingc its twvo
rapids, is regularly navigatcd by
large Hudson Bav steamers. It
is onc of the extraordinarv fea-
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turcs of these northcrn rivers to
sec a stern-wheel steaniboat puif-
ing its way tlîroughi thcsc lonely
wilds. At the rapids scores of
bronzed and busN' figrures transfer
the cargo on tramîways over the
portage, whiclî iii a fcw hours be-
conies again an uniîihabitcd wil-
derîîess.

Mr. Tyrrell's lucid narrative is
marked by' the keeîî observationî of
.a trainjed. scientific eye. He de-

scribes in popular language the
geological character, vegetation,
and fauna of the country. H-lC
gives in an apjendix a classified
list of no less than :233 species of
plants found in these Northern
ivilds. Many of themn, however,
are dwvarf wvillowvs, mnosses, and
lichens.

Nearlv three hutndred miles
north of Edmonton lie found the
watchful members of the Mountcd

Police carcfully scarch-
~~p.r~i~d ing the steamboats to

~,~, dctect and confiscate
0 illegal consignmcnts

S of the white mans
~ ,, 'z" fire-water," wvhich is4 ' suchi a banc to tlîe rcd

man of the wîldcr-
ïr ness.
~"'~'Amiongy the strange

ir i phienomena of the
t cet. Athabasca Valley -%\cre

remarkable tar sand
,.beds extcnding- over

~ oThe river banks, froin
eio thrce to five hundred

feet in hieighit, in wvarin
wi veathcr present the

- 4~ appearance of running,
-. Su%e je. tar, which is eniployed

for calking the scoils-
on the river. Striking
instances of gliacial
action are also showii.
and long sand ridges

- - * as level and uniform ais
~. XPLRA- a railway embankmcnit.

EXPLRA- Tiiese are attributcd
ROUTE. to fissures, or splits,

iii ancient gylaciers.
A veritable iron miountain, alid

that of the miost valuable kiiiul.
hiematite, wvas found on the baniks
of the Black Lake, also plenty of
woocl in the forest to smelt it.

Another strange phieniomeiîoni
was vast arcas of frozen b)ogs. or
glaciers, wvith flic nioss still grrowv-
ing on the top, soinewvhat like Ilie
tundras of Siberia.

On Lake Daly, in a scv-crc
stormn, w'ater-spouts wcre wliirl cd
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