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ciety. This is flot the case. Young
ien are loaned smiall sums, xvhen they

ask for loaîîs, but often flot more than
enoughI to pay their coilege fees.
These loans are returnabie within a
given number of years. Personally, 1
tlîink the candidate would lie better
without this loal. 1 would prefer to
see the loans ernploycd iii adding to
thý, efficiency of the colleges. The
groater part of the income of the Edu-
calional Society goes directlv to the
culleges to assist theni iii providing
their clerical students with the educa-
tional advantages whiclî the Chutrcli
should secure for those whomi suie ex-
pects to be lier pastors and teachers.

The $3,000, tiierefore, wvhich a seven
ye(ars* college course calis for, must, iii
some way, be provided bx' the candi-
date lîimsel f. Sonmetimies lie borrows
a largeportion of it, and enters on his
nîinisteriai career in delit, a fact which
overshadows his life and niay put a
p 'riotI to his usefuine&s. If hie were
entering law, or medicine, the young
'lan wvould expect to reinîburse liiiiî-
self for lus financial outlay froni his
profession. This, unless lie is a very
foolisli man. hle mîust flot expect if lie
becomies a Metlîodist preacher. He
niay tiot fook for a return of his capi-
tal; tlîat, together with the seven vears
of college life, he shouid regard as his
,contributionî to the Cliurch. But is hie
flot justified iii expecting that in esti-
mating xvliat his salary slîould lie, luis
officiais wili reckon the simple interest
on the $3,ooo as a first charge?
Should tlîey flot say, "$150 u.st be
set apart, first of ail, as a dite charger
upon our funds, topay the interest s
on the capital sum whiclî our pastor t
expended to render liiself efficient t
for tue work of the ministrv "? h

The Methodist Churcli, further- ti
more, practical requires that lier n
ministers shall narry uipon their or-
dination. It îîot infrequently happens y

that engagenments to marry are nmade
duriîîg the coilege course. I f the
young student approaches the fatlier
of a farniiy, worshipping, say, iii St.
James', or the Metropolitan, and ask-s
for his daughter's hand, is îîot the
fatlier iihsisting upoîî an act of simple
justice when lie requires the stuitor to
itisure his life, so that, iii case of lis
death, the widow and young childreîî
may uîot be in actual want? What is
the ieast amou-nt iii premniums wliich
will secure this provision? Is îîot
$200 a modest appropriation for a
youig nian nearing, iii ail probabuhitN,
the thirtieth year of lis life? And is
ut unfair that the officiaIs should niake
this a second charge upon incomne, re-
nîembering tlîat Methodisî lias no fin-
ancial prizes to offer her min isters:
that tue best salaries do iii t permit of
mticli saving, except to the undulv
frugal, and tliat the 'fund for retired
ministers, even at its best, does notlî-
ing muore than put a roof over .the
woruî-out itinerant's head ?

But no preachier cati meet the de-
mands upon the modern pulpit wlio is
not a carefuil student andi wide and
accurate reader. Wlî'Iat is the least
amoutit wvhicli a preacher should in-
vest vearly in good literature to
keep liimself, not abreast of the
tiies but f ronm actual mîental
starvation? I appeai to the ex-
perhŽuice of nien xvho despise " bar-
rels " of serions. and wlîo hiope iii
Ald age to lie intellectuallv fruitful,
xvlen 1 sav tlîat less than $100 is flot
~nouglî. Shouid flot officiais, xvho de-
nand an educated uîiuistrv, uîîake this
uni a third charge, upon incouiie? If
liey do, they mtust provide $4-0 before
hie question of bread, or boots, or
orse-keep, or clothîing, or the educa-
on of the chiîdren, or the spendiuig-
îoney, of the niinister, is tliouglit of.
And yet, wvhat ofteuî occurs? A

)ung nian of twenty-eight or tluirtv


