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British Columbia Trade Lotter,

Vaucouver, Dec. 14.-Tho Christmas sua.
son in fairly on us andi overy person keaive
'what that mens for trado la certain linos. It
doos net tnean the sanie ea tha Pacific coa8t as
an tha Atlnticelsope or oean in Winnipeg.
£hore la a lack et crispuess and sloiffli bells
that tkles some of the romance eut of the aea-
son. A huaîit atiosphere pute somcewhat of a
damper an the exuberance ef spirite which
reigns over the last two or tbree wveeks et the
year, but it ls Christmas aIl the sme, anti the
force of tradition anti association is hue aIl
pewerful as elsewhiere. As a remiader o! Vie
approacbing ftestival thora was n fail of saow
Saturday whieh disappeareti Sunday undor the
influcince of a very bright wsrmn sum. The
wcathor thie faîl bias been favorable ail round,
anti althougb theîe have been sonio rigit.sinart
shaovers, the m2jority of doys have beau exceeti.
ingly pleasant.

Prospects et an impraveti lumbe'- tride are
becoming brighter every day. The sawmnilis
are rtnaing îvith increasoti working farce.
This le an induetry that cannet long romain de-
pressi, owing te the ever increasing demanti,
anti the decreasing supply. Undoubtedi>' the
South Arnerica republice will bo reorganizeti
an a more permanent b.tsis, and fer severai
years at least ho freo tramt the turmoil of pal-
itical agitation anti miner rovoîntions. lu a
ceuntry wfth such a large import tradie the et-
fect et quictude la political anti diplomatie cir.
clos muet bo tiecidedly ln faver et a luambor ex.
perting province liko Bitish Columbia. Pros-
pects geaorally scem te ho much botter in tho
luinhber trade. Owiag te the large numbor ef
iogging campe closed doîva duritig the latter
part of tho stiumer, the stoppage et thu sealing
industry, the expecteti ehortage la the salmon
mun, anti the comparative failure of the fruit
drap, this bas been a decidcdly off year la Brit-
iBh Columbia, comparati with proviens yesre,
anti business ail round bas been, tbough ver>'
mnuch larger la volume, not quite se briek. The
activit>' la building anti the number et large
construction wvoiks et eue kinti anti anether
have, bewvever, coneiderably offset a condition
o! thinge that, might have beeu serions, ant inla
stad et having hat'i, taleing the province aver,

bati ycar, it has been a particuiarly gooti oee
la which a great anunt et real tievelopmeat
bas takon place. Pdrtictilar interests hava in
aulne instances sufféreti. Perhaps, the direction
ia which the grcatest developinen thas takeaplace
le in that et 8hipping anti shipbuildinL. Both
et these intercsts are growiug enermously, anti
thera le nothing wbich promises so well for te
future. Local sbippiag, the ceasting tratie,
anti the Pacifie steamshlip business bavb ex.
pandeti rapialy, :.ad an extensive volume et
tramei has been carrieti. Ail the citice are
reacbivg out in thie respect.

Taking the interior more ren) progee bas
,bcen matie titan for man>' years. Sevcral
braneit linos af railîvay have bean coastructeti
anti any number of lines hava bten prajecteti.
Soveral amnaît toîvs have spruing tmp, whichi ara
iamportant teeders for the Coast cieo. Nelson,
Vernon anti Rcveléboko ara among titese, andi
oae indication of their importance is the tact
that tho Bank et Montreai, aé ente mono>' Con.
corn, is establiahiag a brsncb banik at the tiret

named place. Ilu the Oluniagan country, ta
whiich a great deal of attention baes been direct.
cd duriug the year, bas absorbati a nuenhor et
settiers andi the breakiag up et thune largo
ranclies whichbhas hithorto istood in the way ef
seulement, bas begun. Lord Aberdeen>s ex-
ample ef buyiag andi diviing !ruteaemail 110lul.
iigg ais estato et 15,000 acres, in be)uld tO have
a boneficial affect. pravidei Il is folluweil andi
the lautI generali>'improveti. Nlining dovolop-
ment, thuuglà stili very slow, hiat ngver brighter
prospects. Tho rcpertcd discovery of extensive
deposits e! ceal, bath bitumainons and anthracite,
in tho vieinity ef Ctew'a Nest Pase, anti tho
recent ricli fintis in lltecillewaet ant inl the
country arounti Nelson irili ho stimulative et
bath railway construction and tho mining in.
dustry. Fromt the numerous uinds ef ore, assay.
ing highly andl exteuding oçer sncb a. %vide area
af the province, thora can bcoanly one conclusion
as ta the charaoter ef the minerai deposits andi
the future et Britisht Columwbia ne tt mining
ceuntry'.

Comning now ta the industrial feature af
fruit grewing, it bas been munch more marketi
than the aclvauce ia the cuitivation of fruit
itself. Within a ycar, five fruit Canning
establishments hava epeneti inta lite-ena at
Westminster, nae at Vancouver, ane at
Ciîilliwback, ono at Ladaer's Landieg andi
one at Victoria. Another is talketi et te
ba undertaken by Lord Aberdeen at Ver.
non ia tho Okanagan valloy. That thora je a
maurket for B3ritish Columbia cauned fruit andi
a natural adaptabiiity in the country itseit fer
the industry are very ovidentfrom snch invest.
mients, but, wbile the demanti for finit for
canning purposes ivill net ne a great incentive
te the fruit industry, it must ho admitteti that
the sutdeon expansiof ethie business i% saine-
what prematuro. It la net perhaps that thora
ii net suflicient fruit grown ia the province ta
supply thom al], altheugli that [s rather limited
te begin wvith, but that the varinties are net
right in the firat place anai in the second place
farmiers do net sait cheup enengh ta niake it
pay. Notwithstanding the apparent scarcity
et fruit il will bc surprisiag te kaow that very
much more is allowçed ta go ta ivaste andi rot la
the orchards thtan la sold. Farmers will net
take the trouble ta stntiy the mothodis allci ns
bava mlatie tho indnstry great lu Califarnia andi
Oregon. Whea that condition ot taeai
remedieti or new ".onditians are developeti we
may expeet te sec British Columbia take that
plice as a horticuitural, province which its
great capabilities entitie it.

Ail efforts t a large scalo ta dovelop the
deep ses flshing oi the coat se far have praveti
partially at lea8t a failure. It cannet bo aa
that these efforts horetotore have beau either
very vigaraus or persistent, but eaough bas
been learneti te know that it le necesary ta
give tha subject a littlz caretul anti scientiflc
investigation je ortier ta oacertain the habits
andi migrations of Our decp sea flsb, because ai
the pre8ent it le net known iiowç or wbere thiey
are ta e onnoa at certain scalsons. The
crotters, who»are fishermen b>' instinct, if the
effeî te te colonize the west coaet ho succesftl,
will nu deubt tatbomt these mrysteries for tbeni
selves. It vrould ecem, hoivever, that ln the
multitude af commlssioner6 untier gavra.u
mental auspices, ana niight vcr.profltably bi
spareti for the cat of British Columbia,and au

-expodition, similar ta that et Jutige Swan in
the Albatross, undertniken for tFe benefit ef
piscal science and the fisbiing industry, tho
report to be in the languageo f practical mcn
and 68eh01 men aud mot leadeti %ith technique
and sciontiflo formula, ouly intelligible ta ex.
perts-sucs as burdon the pointedl results et
mnt governmeutal elîquiries.

Comning back ta btnîiiesq putre and simple,
trado la fiirly gond but not very brisk. Au.
other xhip lias arrivai ta land nt Iistisige
mills, andi the s. Orandhbeiao train San an.
dce. Iler cargo wvas 600 tons Iiglitir titan
expc.ctcc, oiving to having lut t a cnn8lgnmnent
fur Chia andi Japa. The Emnprcss of Japan
salie this wcek fur the Orient andi another
Btcaniship le expectoti an the 29th. A geood
deat of bieef tramn the interier to the coast uities
bas been moved andi the coasiguinente are un-
usually heavy. Potatoce are plentiful andi
choap andi generaliy of excellent quality. Good
cggs aire scarca anti dear. Calitornia grapcs
are still on tho mîarket, but apples are the
principal tînlit offorcd. lieavy ceusigemeatseoi
eastore potiltry are expected fur tho Christmas
trade ; game is plentiftil. Trhe prices for
cauneti salman are very intich deprcssed in the
Englisi màrket. Thora is very littie of a
marked change te note in auy lino. Quetations
are about as follows, il beiag underatooti that
the prices namcd r re the whoiesaio andi jobbing
prices hure andi mot tho buying prices:

liutter-Creaaery, 27 te 29o per pounma ;
dairy '21 te 25c. Pickieti eggs, 2M ta 25c;
fresh cos, 27C per dcze.

Meate-Dry sait, llàc. per lb ; rail bacon,
12o ; breakfast bacon, 14c ; liane, 14c ; long

Cheese. I2je ta 13o per lb.
White butans, e3.23 per 100 Iba., andi China

beans, $4.
Sugar.-Paris lumps, Oie per lb; granulated,

5ju; light yelaw, 4je; syrup, 3e.
Fruit-Oranges, Sý ta $1.25 pur box ; appleq,

75o ta $1.25 per box ; raches, $I.40 anti
grapes ab $i17,5; temiatces, $1.50 per box.

Potatoes-515 ta $16 per tan; Aslicroft pota.
tocs, $20 te $23. Turnips are quoted tramn 50
60a per 100 lbs; cabbage, 50 te 75oe; carrots,
60 ta 75-- parsnips, $1.50. aud allions $1.50.

Fleur and fcud-Mlanitoba Patents $6.00
ditta strong bakere, $7, 60 ; Oregon Fleur,
,5.30 ta $0; Premier, Eîîderby mille, $6; XXX,
$5.75; XX, $5.45. Oatmieal at $4 per 100 Ibs;
eastern rolleti ats, $3.50; Californian do, $4;
castern cormmuai, $3.75; Califarnian, ditto,
S4.00. Wheat, $35 pur ton ; choppeti feeti $36
ta US ; bran, $24 te $25; shorts, $26 ; ats,
$30 te $34; hia>, $15 ta $16; ail cake, $4.

Fiait is quateti as follows, retail: Ced 10a per
lb; salmon, 12jc; eaîcîts, 10c ; fieunders, 10e

* alibut, 15c; herring, 10c.

* TuEi Tarante Empire. of a recent date, Bays:
« 'The flght between the British Columbia and
castera refiners [a giving Winnipeg cheap sugar
and preventi Ontario and Quebcc jobbcrs f rom

tdoiag any business there. Rtfiners are selling
granulated delivereti in Winnipeg, freiglit paid,
at $4. 90. The f reight is 65e on the graes, or
ay> 70a on the net weight, niaking the Winni
peg prico $4 20 net. Tbis ls 30o less thau the
refluera charge castore balises. Thoeh the
Vancouver people seil at $4.00 in Winnipeg
they Charge an advancing prico sa they get
nearer home. For Partage la Prairie their
price la repartt te bo $5.12àr; Brandon and
Q.u'Appcllo, 85.25, andi ab the caast, $5,62à"


