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TVENTY-FWP-H ANNIVERSARY NUMBER.
Away back in the year î88o the first num-

ber of the CANADA LuAMBERMýAN was Sent on its
mission. From that tinte ta the present it has
continued to be the sole exponent of the Cana-
dian lumber indUStry, and is now entitled ta
rank among the oldest publizations of its kind
in the worid. The publishers have considered
it appropriate to distinguish in sorte manner
this twenty-fifth year of the journal's existence,
and this it is proposedl ta do by the publication
of a special number, ta be designated a
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Number and to be
issued on January ist, next.

We prefer ta let the number speakt for itself,
but the aim is tca make it the most attractive
and interesting edition af a trade journal ever
published in Canada. The pianeers in the

business will tell of the early metbods of ium-
bering ; others will review the development in
the vatious branches of the industry, contrast-
ing the conditions of to-day witb those wvhich
existed twenty.five years ago ; statistics of the
lumber production for the quarter century wvill
be given, and as far as possible features of
special interest a,îd particulariy adnpted ta a
number of this character will be întroduced.

Besides the large circulation tvhich the
journal enjoys, several thousand extra copies
of this number wiil be printed anîd circulated
in every part of Canada and abroad. To ad-
vertisers desirious of reaching the lu:nber and
woociworking industries it offiers a splendid
oppartunity. Regular advertisers have al-
ready arranged for enlargcd spaces, and ordcrs
are in hand for many ncw advertisements.

Others wvho may contemplate bcing repre-
sented in this number sbould reserve space at
once, as no advertisement can be accepted

after the 29tii inst.

INFLAMMABIITY 0F BUILDING TIMBER.
There has rcceatly beon a great (deal of dis-

cussion about the fire extinguishing facilities
in Toronto, and the Underwriters are clamor-
ing for additional water supply and newv en-
gines for the business district. It seems op-
portunle, therefore, ta enquire regarcling the
class of material. that is being used in the con-
ittruction of new buildings. An insp~ection of
these shows that the interior construction is al-
most exclusively of steel and Southern pilat,
natwithstanding that it is a well-known fact
that wvater has little effect in extinguishiag fire
in Southern pine owing ta the excessive quan-
tity of turpertiae which it contains.

The difference la wveight between Canadian
wvhite pine and Southera yellow pine shows
approximately the amaount of pitch ln the lat-
ter, the former weighing when dry about 2,500

pounds per thousand feet B.M., and when
green 3,200 pounds, wvhile, according ta
weights given by the Southern Lumber Manu-
facturers' AGsociation, Southera pin e weighs
3,400 pouads when dry and 4,20o pounds
wbhen green. Surely whien the Upderwriters
restrict the quantity of bulk turpentine that
may be stored la buildings, it wauld be perti-
nent that tbey should see that the ruaterial of
wvhich tht buildings are constructed does not
cantain a 'large proportion of this hiihly la-
flammiable article.

It bas been repeatedly demonstrated by fires
that water ruas off Southera pine like cil aiid
bas little effect upon it, whil * our Canadian
plat absorbs the wvater and when the fire is ex-
tinguished the walls are leit intact. Where
water is applied early enough the charredi
woodwork will remain la place and carry
weight.

If the architects allege that they specify
Southern pine because it is cheaper,* it may be
pointed out that they obtain less material for
a thousand feet from the South than from
Canadian milîs. For instance, Canadian milîs
furnish flaoring î4 x 3,; in-, while from tht
soutb it is accepted 13/16 x 3 X/ in.-a differ-
ence in quantity of 15 per cent., which in-
creases thet price of Southera pine in compari-
son with wvbite pinle. Further, ia the case of
joisting, Canadians are asked to furnish this
material when planed zý6 in. thick, while
Southera milis furnish it s-/ ia. In dressed
timber there is almost a correspoading short-
age in thes quantity of yellow pine supplied per
thousand feet.

It seems strange that Canadian architects
should use Southera pinle s0 extensively, whîle
architccts in Penasylvania, Ohio, and other
states give white plat the preference, even at
much higher prices, on account of its better
fire-resisting qualities .u1greater durability.
It may ho that argumentz, can be advanced in
favor of the use af yeliow plat ; if sa, such
advantages should ho of a very important
character ta offset the greater inflammability of
the material.

THE PROBLHM OF LUMBBRING.
The lumbor business has made rapid advancc-

nient within the last hialf century and bas
fuily kept paco wvith the general march of pro-
gress. Since the days ai the muley saw for
the mianufacture of lumber, and the haad knife
for the cutting af staves, one improvement
after another bas been pcrlected, until the
aperatian af what we iowv terniî a modern sawv
miii wvould seem ta represeat almost the acme
of science and invention. But with it ail, the
problem of successful lumbering ba% nat been
simpliflcd ; iîîdeed, 've almost question wheth-
er the difficulties and inconveniences which are
encountered nt the present time are nat more
pronouticed than in the tarlier days.

Iniprovements have been confined chiefly ta
miii equipmeat as the mast natural field for
the application af new devices. Manufacturing
methods have been wanderfully modernized,
but thp plan of conciucting wvoods aperations
bas, quite naturally though, undergone no im-
portant change. It is, therefore, in respect ta
the cutting and transportation af the timber
that the operator of to-day is confronted by
prablems which give hlm the most cancern.

Lumber, like every other commo.dity of
comman use, is affected by periods af pros-
perity and depression. Tht maximum in de-
maad is usually reached at a tinte when the
country generally is lu a prosperous condition
and labor fully emplayed. At each recurring
*period of this nature, greater difficulty is being
experienced by lunibermen in obtaining men ta,
work in the woods and in retaiaing them aiter
once engaged. The high wvages which pre-
vailed during the past twa winters seemed in-
sufficient ta induce men ta submit ta the triv-
ial bardships associated ýv'ith life ia the
ivoods ; the industrial actîvity of the more
thickly populated districts, wbere work could
alwvays be abtaiaed, proved too great an at-
tractiqa. The severity of last winter also
tended ta discourage the woodsman aad make
bis labars unpleasant. It was likewise dis-
hearteaing ta the operatars, who have no de-
sire ta experience another sucb seasan.

Turning ta physical conditions, the question
af moving the logs tram the limits ta the rali
is one which, as tinte goes an, is becamiag a
more diflicult problent. The source of the tim-
ber supply is gradually becoming further re--
mnoved from the caasuming mnarkets, and la
maay cases tram the saw mills. Transporta-
tion by means ai ivater channels is stili the
common method, but the greater distance
means increased expense and marc liability af
having tht logs hung up en account af the
langer period wbich miust elapse before they
reach their destination.

Tht construction of railroads for the trans-
portation of logs means a beavy expenditure,
but this method is recagnized as possessing
advantages aver a water route, affording
greater security, and being quicker and
cheaper after once the road is built. In the
United States Jogging railraads bave been ex-
tended inta many districts where a few years
ago it wvas nat considered that the timber
would be accessible. Ia Canada a few lagging
raiiraads are la operation, and as these la-
crease la number the problem of' the transpar-


