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In its leading editorial article of
Monday, March 4th, the Gilobe hreaks
the silence on the Manitoba Schools
Question, [.ast week it was remark-
ed in these columns that no states.
manlike proposition had yet been
made on the subject, but that the
public was being deceived and peemit.
ted itself to be deceived by utterances
which no one regarded ss genuine ex-
pressions of npinion. The Globe has
altered that condition.

In effect the article points out that
the provisions of the Manitoba Act are
troublesoine because conferring upon
a responsible party government a cer-
tain judicial function ; that ministers
whose continuance in power may de-
pend upon their act will be likety to
take advantage of such opportunity as
is afforded them rather than give their
decision in a true judicial spint ; that
the public should remove the possibil-
ity of such an expedient by themselves
conducting the discussion fully,
frankly and dispassionately in the
light of the known circumstances
of the case and the two judg
ments of the Pavy Council. Not-
withstanding the admittedly explieit
decision of the Privy Council, the
Globe is of the opinion that the ques-
tion can be better solved without federal
interference ; that any compulsory
measures would lead to desperate re-
sistance on the part of Manitoba and
give rise to a renewaul of those dissen-
sions on race and religious hines which
would become a menace to the peacs
and progress of the whole Dominion ;
that n the Maritime Provinces the
msjority recognizes the responai-
bilities incident t2 its authority in so
far as its obligations to the minority
are concerned; that Parliamentary
legislation is necessary to make the
Privy Council’s decision operative, and
that members will be quite as much
influenced by their constitutents as by
the judgment. The Globe then ar-
gues that the people of Manitoba are
most ocalled upon to study the judg-
ment. Seeming disagreements in the
two judgments are quoted as indicat-
ing the oconfusion inevitable if the
question is to be considered together
with mowmentous questions concerning
trade and other subjects of contro-
versy. Catholics and Protestants in
Quebec and Ontario are not yet suffi-

cieatly tolerant to give lessons to

Manitoba. The conclusion reached is
that the question should be decided
by the people of Manitoba in the light
of justico and of the best intcrests of
tho Provinces. In making this propo-
sition, the Globe 18 confident that the
Manitoba msjority will be not only
just but generous,

The bare fact that this stand has
been taken by the Globe gives « differ-
ent aspect to the situation. It will
not be scon forgotten that the Qlobe
maimed and rendered powerless that
formidable underground society of hate
and intolerance which twelve months
ago seeined to have Qutario n ite eval
grasp. The paper hus sull many
lessons of toleration to teach. We
may rejoice that auch is the temper of
its advice in the present crisis. It is
quite possible that Protestant Ontario
would allow its auti-Catholic prejudice
to outweigh its sense of the justice of
tha claims of Mamitobs Catholics,
‘The directing tone in the Globe's voice
rings with the consciousness that the
majority have dote wrong. There is
no longer the contention that the
province has acted within the it of
the powers deputed toit. Bat it is
advocated as the greater wisdom that
even;though wrong the 'rovince should
yet be left toits own sense of generomty.,

It is important to nutice here the
divergence from the claim made on
former occasions when nterference
by the federal authority was either
actual or imminent. Tbo several
victoriea gained by Sir Oliver Mowat
before the Privy Council all hinged
upon the question as to whether cer-
tain powers were delegated to the
Provinees or to the Dominion. The
present crisis is one where there is
at stake a principle the recognition of
which had as powerful an influence in
the acecmplishment of Confederation
as this deprecation of the interference
of one Province in the local affairs of
another, The Dominion could never
have become an actuality hsd there
not been satisfactory provisions for
securing respect for the natural rights
of religious minorities. Speaking in
1890, Mr. Laurier made this happy
summary of the casc: * What they
want snd what we want is that the
rights of the minorities should be re-
spected, that the constitutional guar-
antees be safeguarded. the Provinces
govereign in their authority and Can-
ada united in its diversity. Such, from
my point of view, are the only theories
on which the existence of the
Canadisn Confederation can be
maintained.” This, it will be observed,
is very different from the bold propo-
sition that the Province is supreme in
all things, a doctrive advocated with
astonishing pertinacity by certain
journals concerned only for the tri-
umph of Protestant prejudice. To
their credit be it said, the reputable,
recognized organs of the denominations
are troating the difficulty in such a
manner as proves their deep sense of
the responsibilities involved.

A strong point in the argument in
favor of the matter being settled in
Manitoba is the fact that all pre-
vious decisions of the Privy Coun-
¢il dealing with disputes between
Dominion and Provinoe, with one ex-

coption, have been of the nature of
final pronouncements which pettled
the quostions involved and removed
them from the field of politics. In
this way we hiave been passing through
s period of terpretation of the ocon-
stitution similar to that cxperienced
by the Umted States when Marshall
was Chief Justice of the Bupreme
tourt. The disputes over the Streame’
Bill, the Boundary Award, the Licens-
g question, wero at an oend when
julgment was pronounced. In the
New Bruuswick school case there was
a difference.  After adverse judgment
hiad been given, the question came up
for Parliamentary oconsideration. A
resolution was carried in favor of
granting remedial legisiation to the
minority. Darty necessities interven-
ing, howaver, no luw wag ever passed
in support of the prineiple. This is
the dificulty ; tho rights of the min-
outies are of equal mnportance with
the nghts of the Provinces, yet
» dectston defimng the latter is ubso-
lute, wlule s decision afleoting the
former is seomingly subject to the
exigencies of n political party seeking
power in the Dominion. Such a con-
dition is indeed unfortunate. Truly,
as the Globe points out, Manitoba
should take heed of its position, of the
opportunmty it hasto cement Confeder-
ativn yet more strongly by apportion-
ing justice according to Me. Blake's
advice, of measure full up and running
over.

U nfortunately, while editorially the
Gilobe expresses ** confidence that the
majority of the people of Manitoba
il be just, will regard their very
strength as an obligation to be scru-
pulonsly just, will be generous rather
than be in peril of falling short of
complete justice,”” its own news col-
utuus of the same day give cause for
doubting its appreciation of the case.
‘The whole case for retmoving the issue
from the Federnl arena hinges upon
the assumption that the msjority will
be not only just but generous, yet in
the same 15sue we are informed that
in the Manitoba Legislature a motion
which would have accomplighed every-
thing desired hae been rejected by 22
to 10 and that Mr. Greenway thinks
of appealing at once to the country
contident that a wmajority will sustain
himm in lus persiatent injustice to
Catholics.

But feaving probability aside, the
sorry fact is that the whole history ot
Manitoba gives the lie to the assump-
tion of fair trestment. From 1857,
Archbishop Tache trembled for the
blow that fell at last when hisstrength
was spent and his hair silvered, when
his years were heavy upon him and
sickness crushed all but his in lomita-
ble saintly spirit. The hiatory of the
last five ycars spells, not generosity,
but treachery. Guarantees of security
have been over-ridden by enactments
of confiscation. A stand and deliver
order to hund over something more
than $13,000 was the precursor of a
lrw confiscating Catholie school pro-
perty. Does tius inspire confidence ?
The Manitoba Governinent defies the
Dominion in advance. Does this in.
spire confidence ?  Greenway's school
law was a violation of unsolicited
promise3 by which he autained power.

Does this inspire confidence? A
great church body insiste upon the
schools being oonducted as thoy
are, and holds up its vote as a threat
ageiret interfercnoe from any source.
Does this inspire confidence ? Whero
is there anything to inspire that lofy
oonfidence ?

The News wakes a mistake which
avises either from inteution or from
oarolessncss, It interprets the Globe
as calling for non-interference on the
part of the Dominion and the absolute
rolegation of the whole question back
to Manitoba. Such ir not the case.
Nowliere i1 tho whole article of more
than two columns is the propriety of
Foderal legislation ¢ nied. The entire
argument is simply an admission that
the Catholics are right in their claim,
and that inasmuch as Manitoba can do
justice with leas disarrangement of her
own plans than would be inevitable
under any enuctment of an outsids
authority, Manitoba is enjoined to read
the pronouncement of the Privy Coun-
cil and set about applyng the remedy
for her own misdeeds. Undeniably
this is sound reasoning. Beyond
queation Manitoba oould, if she would,
pluce the whole matter outside eontro-
versy. Beyond question, too, any
measurs favorable to Castholies, put
into operation in defiance of the local
authorities could be operated only with
difficulty and with no end of heart-
burning and recrimination, But if
Manitoba persists in her present atti-
tude there is nothing in the Globe's
article that can bs interpreted as
accepting that persistence as a finality.
What would the Catholics ot Ontario,
what would the Protestants of Quebec
think of their chances for future
security if such a policy in regard to
Manitoba were 1o be seriously upheld ?
If & P'rotestant triumph in Manitoba
is for a moment admissible in spite of
the adverse judgment of the Privy
Council, why not in Ontario ? Quebec
is probably above such a trick, but who
can see the end of such a quarrel ?

There is good ground for the state-
ment that in advising the reference of
the question back to Manitoba, even
in this way, the Globe speaks for itself
aud not for the party to which iv is
attached. In that party as among its
opponents there is s practical unity of
disposition to do right by the Catholies
in order that constitutional guarantees
may be respected aud, if need be,
enforced. It is indeed wise that
Manitoba should be appealed to in
the name of justice. ler span of
grace is however but a brief time.
By reccgnizing her responaibilities
and cbligations as they are pointed
out she may prevent her local affairs
becoming & hindrance to the solution
of problems pressing for truly nationsl
settlement. Otherwise, at whatever
presont cost to the progress of the
oountry, the terms of the Confederation
compact must be enforoed.

Opposition to the re-establishment
of Manitoba Schools is becoming small
by degrees every day and beautifully
less. The Arnprior Chironicle hay the
following : The foroes of the ¢ Inde-
pendents’ are made up of Pateons of
Indastry, MoCartyiles, Prohibitionists,
and Manitoba School Law sorebeads.



