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appointed by the judge to act ini his stead,
the evidence mnust be taken down in
'writing; and before the close of the
scrutiny, ail questions of law and fact are
to be decided or reserved for the decision
of the j udge ; a note in -writing of sueh
decision or reservation is to be made for
the information of the judge; and the
decision or reservation is fo be publicly
announced for the information of the
public and the parties intcrested. When
any party is dissatisfied with the decision
of the person delegateci hy thc judge to
take the scrutiny, lie may appeal to the
judge against the decision ; provided that
the judge may on the trial before him re-
fuse to consider any points not raised be-
fore his delegate; and in case hoe do con-
sider the saine, and allow thc appeal on a
ground not distinctly talion before the do-
legate, the judge may ordor the appellant,
though succossful, to pay the costs of
and incidental to tho appoal.

It is obvions that these nciv enactruents
mnust at ail ovents diminisli the exponse
and inconvonionce entailed by the former
system, wlidl required ail tho witnessos,
on the scrutiny to attond-often at long
distances fromn thoir places of rosidoene-
and during the trial of ail the questions
raised by the potition, the docision of
some of whrich might rondor thoir attend-
ance quito unneccssary.

Tho romaining sections of the statute
relate to certain miscellaneous matters,
among -which, it may bo obsorved that
membors of the Legislative Assembly are
xiow authorîzed to act as counsel, agents
or attorneys in oloction cases, their former
disabilitios having becn removed.

It is sinccroly to bo hoped that theso
provisions, many of which have beon found
to work -woll in England, will help to
diminish in a marked mariner thc ovils of
bribery, whidli are second only to the
degrading influences of the falsehood
and hypocrisy which is so genorally the
issue of political àtrife.

-ACCIDENT INSUBANCE.

The subjoct of accident insurance is
discussed at some length in the last num-
ber of the American Law Revicw, and the
few cases in point collected and com-
mentod ripou. In his introdnctory, re-
marks the writer says

"Accidlent insoirance is ofmodlernorigin.. Thre
Frenchi in the seventeenth century appear to have
eonceived the idea; but the carlicat Engliali
company was formed in London in 1848, and
the first American company is only ten years
old. The continental systemn of appraising or-
gans at specitied sums, and paying a fixed rate
for a broken leg or a lost eye, lias nleyer found
favor in America. Ipwards of t'wenty-threeý
accident companies have beeai organizcd here
which have 110w passed away, like Mr. Old-
buck's ghost, who disappearcd with a melodjous
twang and an unsavory odor. Their memnory
is flot sweet to those wlio hold unsatisfied judg-
mnents agaiinst thcm. The Travellers' Insurance
Company of Hartford, and its offshoot, the
Railway Passengers' Assurance Company, re-
main almost alone, but occupy the field suc-
cessfuily and redeein this brandi of insurance
from thc discredif which their defunct contera-
poraries brouglit upon it. The Ainerican sys-
fem of accident insurance, and the rapid ap.
proxiination toward somnd science in law and
practice whicli it exhibits, is chiefly due to this
cornpany. Wlien llrst organized, it was intend-
ed chielly f0 inaure travellers, but it soou es,
tablished a general accident insurance, and
afterwards comhined it with life insurance.
No accident tables bave yet been published,
Pud the statistics as yct are insufficient to
generalize with accnracy results like those of
flic life tables. It is, however, well settled
fliat in general accident inenrance liardly more
than seven per, cent of dlaims arise from acci-
dents in travel by rail or watcr, whule those
growing out of horse or carnage injuries exceed
in number those arising from ahl oflier causes
combined.

The idea of American accident insurance wae
borrowed froin England, but in adapting its,
principles f0 the customs and habits of this
country, the conditions of sociefy, the occupa-
tions of the people, and the risks of accident,
if was found necessary to construct new tables
of rates,. new classifications of riaks, and, new
anethods of business. The resuif was the
general failurre of couipanies which sought te do
business by mere imitation, înstead of attempt-
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