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true in forming our opinions of our 
fellow-men.

Political economy is even more re
cent than history in obtaining recog
nition in the universities, but it has 
already received a prominent place, 
yuestions of commerce and finance, 
of government and administration 
demand for their solution the atten
tion of experts, it is not enough that 
the people should take their views up
on these subjects from the news
papers, however, wise and well-in
formed the press may be. Even edi
tors are not omniscient, and may oft
en be helped by specialists. How 
much more those of us who, along 
every line of reading feel hampered 
with ignorance. W hatever our views 
of tariffs and trusts, we are at one in 
wishing to have the correct view, to 
know the true and proper line that 
government and people should follow 
in dealing with such matters.

To the subjects 1 have mentioned 
there have been added, among those 
on which instruction is now offered 
in our universities, the circle of physi
cal sciences. The world around us, 
as well as the world within, matter in 
all its forms and combinations as well 
as mind in all its activities and 
achievements, becomes the subject of 
our research, and we are enriched by 
the studies .necessary for the chemist, 
the miner, the engineer, and others, 
who harness for us the forces of na
ture, and help to fulfil the primal 
commission that man should have do
minion over the earth. These are de
partments that appeal at once to all as 
being of practical value to the people. 
All can recognize the importance of 
any line of inquiry that results, for in

stance, in cheaper ways of making 
steel, in giving us increased facilities 
for travel, in multiplying our manu
facturers, and in placing us a little 
ahead of our competitors. Yet these 
results would not be had if there were 
not men devoted to science purely and 
simply for its own sake, men who 
have no schemes for getting rich 
quickly, but whose one object is to 
get at the facts of nature.

If, then, you ask me what are the 
universities doing for the people, I 
might point to the extended and 
varied courses of instruction now 
generally adopted, to the nearer ap
proach they are making towards Ezra 
Cornell's ideal of an institution where 
any person can find instruction in any 
study, to their expansion along lines 
that bring them directly into touch 
with the felt wants of the community. 
But, in addition to these, there are 
other services not less but rather more 
important.

The universities are of service in 
helping to educate and elevate public 
opinion, by contributing a more high
ly educated element to the community. 
It is not merely that they train men 
for certain professions as they have 
always done, but through the increas
ing number of their graduates, who 
are to be found in many walks of life, 
they render large assistance in form
ing the opinion and action of the 
community. We are a democracy. We 
believe in, and we possess, govern
ment by the people, but government 
by the people needs to have educated 
men among the people more than any 
other form of government. In an 
absolute monarchy where the people 
have no controlling voice in national


