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may state the case the other way if you please. In any event, the per­
petuation of the monopoly of the Hudson's Bay Company, through the 
retention by Great Britain of the western territories north of 49 degrees, 
in the conclusion of peace, may be taken to have delayed for many 
decades the effective settlement of Rupert’s Land. And yet, on the 
other hand, the Hudson's Bay Company, in one way or another, had a 
great deal to do with the early settlement of Vancouver Island and 
British Columbia.

Another point : The Treaty of Ghent, in 1814, finally gave Grand 
Portage, and with it, the old route of the fur-traders, to the United 
States. The North West Company thenceforth were confined to the 
Kaministikwia route. Fort William became for a time the recognized 
headquarters of the fur-trade. Eventually there grew up at the mouth 
of the Kaministikwia the twin cities of Fort William and Port Arthur, 
destined to rival Duluth, and perhaps Chicago, as a mighty inland port, 
and a connecting link between Eastern Canada and the great west.

One more point : In 1816, when the animosity aroused by the war 
was still keen, John Jacob Astor secured the passage of an act of Con­
gress restricting trade with the Indians south of 49 degrees to citizens 
of the United States. This measure was designed, in the language of 
an American writer, “to put the North West Company out of business 
on American territory.’’ The North West people sold out to Astor and 
his associates of the American Fur Company, and confined their opera­
tions to the Canadian side of the boundary. The American Fur Com­
pany energetically pushed forward into the territory east and west of 
the Mississippi. Through their influence, military posts were established 
at Prairie du Chien, Fort Snelling, and elsewhere. Settlement rapidly 
followed on the American side, coining to a standstill when it reached 
the boundary line. Meanwhile, the North West Company, confined to 
British territory, found itself checked in every direction by the Hudson's 
Bay Company. Relations became more and more strained, until finally 
the only solution was the union of the two companies in 1821. Thence­
forward there was peace in the vast territories of the fur-trader. But 
what of the effect of all this on colonization 1 Did it tend to accelerate, 
or to retard, the settlement of Western Canada? That is too big a prob­
lem to attempt to discuss in this paper, which does not profess to include 
anything more than a few more or less disjointed notes.


