
of each tribe supreme in their own 
territory, and having tribal boundar
ies known and recognized by all. The 
country of each tribe was just the 
same as a very large farm or ranch 
(belonging to all the people of the 
tribe) from which they gathered their 
food. On it they had game which 
they hunted for food and clothing, 
etc ; tisfo which they got in plenty fur 
food; grass and vegetation on which 
their horses grazed and the game liv
ed, and much of which furnished ma
terials for manufactures, ci tv, stone 
which furnished pipes, utensils, and 
tools, etc , trees which furnished tire- 
wood, mat.-rials for houses and uten
sils; plants, roots, seeds, nuts and 
berries which grew abundantly and 
were gathered in their season just the 
same as the i rops on a ranch, and us
ed for food; minerals, shells, etc., 
which were used for ornament and 
for paints, etc.1; water which was free 
to all. Thus tire, water, food, cloth
ing and all the necessaries of life were 
obtained in abundance from the lands 
of each tribe, and all the people had 
equal rights of access to everything 
t:,ey required. You will see the ranch 
of each tribe was the same as its 
hf. . and without it the people could 
not have lived Just 52 years ago the 
other whites came to this country. 
They found us just the same as the 
lirst or “real whites'' had found us, 
only we had larger bands of horses, 
had some cattle, and in many places 
we cultivated the land. They found 
us happy, healthy, strong and numer
ous Each tribe was still living in its 
own “house” or in other words on 
its own “ranch ' No one «interfered 
with our rights, nor dispu till our 
possession of our own “houses” and
• ranches," viz., our homes and'lives. 
We were friendly and helped these 
whites also, for had we not learned 
the first whites had done us no harm? 
Only when some of them kilbsl us 
we revenged on them. Then we 
thought there are some had ones am
• ■ng them, but surely on the whole

the queen's pci-ph And w had a'- 
re.idy heard vreat things about the 
iiiicri «r*‘in the “real whites.” We 
ox" c! i d her subjects would do us no 
ii. rin, hut rather improve ns by ,r v- 
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property, but as we did not use it
much nor need it to live by we did 
not objict to Unir search1',ng for d 
They told us, “Your country is rich 
and you will be made wealthy by our 
comimr. We wish just to pass over 
your lands ». 11 qu. at of gold. ' loon 
they miv. the country was good, and 
some oi tli, m mai'c up their m ,.d • in 
settle in it. They eommnited to take 
up pieces of land here and time. 
They told us they wanted only the 
use of these pieces of land for a few 
years, and then would hand them back 
to us in an improved condition; mean
while they would give us some of ti e 
products iliy mistd for the loan of 
our land. Thus they commenced to 
enter our “houses,” or live on our 
"ranches.” With us when a person 
enters our house he becomes our 
guest, and we must treat him hos
pitably as long us he shows no hos
tile intentions. At the same time we 
expect him to return to us equal 
treatment for what he receives. Some 
of our chiefs said, “These people wish 
to lie partners with us in our coun
try. We must, therefore, he the same 
as brothers to them, and live as om 
family. We will share equally in ev
erything—half and half—in land, wat
er and timber, etc. What is ours trill 
be theirs, and what is theirs will be 
ours We will help each other to be 
great and good " The whites made 
a government in Victoria—perhaps 
the queen made It. We have heard it 
stated both ways. Their chiefs dwelt 
there. At this time they did not 
deny the Indian tribes owned the 
whole country and everything in it 
They told us we did. We Indians were 
lmpeful We trusted the whites and 
waited patiently for their chiefs to 
declare Unir intentions towaid us 
and our lands We knew what had 
been done in the neighboring states, 
and we remembered what we had 
heard about the queen being so good 
to the Indians and that her laws rar- 
tveil out by her chiefs were always 
1st and liettrr than the American 

laws Presently chiefs (government 
officials, etc ) commenced to visit us, 
and had talks with some of our 
chiefs They told i s to have no fear, 
the queen's laws would prevail in this 
ini ntry, and everything would le will 
for the Indians lure They sa d a \t\\ 
larre réserva Von would he staked off 
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