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or doing any thing whatever to chastise or subdue those who were in

arms. The result is, that all communication by way of the Plains is

abandoned; that other tribes, encouraged by the inefficiency of the

troops, or, rather, of their commander, have joined ; and that the In-

dians hold undisputed control over the country.

" Here the principal difficulty will arise i"rom the non-fulfillment of

the treaties with the friendly tribes. The treaty with the Nisquallies,

&c., who took up arms, was the only one ratified, and of course they

will receive their annuities ; while the Lower Sound tribes, who have
remained peaceable, and have been compelled to suffer great though

nec'-'sary inconvenience, remain neglected. Whether the treaties are

good or not, they ought to be ratified, or at least provision made by law
to pay their annuities as promised.

"The conduct of the government has been most extraordinary.

They have suflered a regular and a volunteer war to go on for a whole

year, and have neither authorized nor stopped the latter. Governor

Stevens and General Wool have been quarreling, and they have not

decided in favor of either. In fact, the inaction or want of decision

shown at Washington has been most culpable. * * *

" I can not stop to correct the above, or add what may, perhaps, be
necessar}' to give connection to the data.

"''"
1 1 have meant to show

was that the war sprung partly from ill-judged legislation, partly from
previous unratified treaties, and partly from recent blunders. Mu^h is

due to the natural struggle between the hostile races for the sovereign-

ty of the soil. The land is at the root of the \N.ir. Many outrages

have been committed since it begun, it is true, but it was not private

wrongs that led to it. The numerous outrages committed by Indians

on whites have not been taken into account by those who bleat about

the ' pbor Imdiaii.'

"


