
11 '4

:|H

I"

42

The duty of roliof is loft to ']2{) local boards. It k> wliolly

impossiljlc for tli(\so lioanls l<i act at all in roiircrt,— iii fact

tlii'v ;iro, asiP::;ii(ls tlic fcniioiiiics of their position, direct ciic-

niu's ot each oilier. Not onlv so, however, hut they find, hy
our leirislaiion, a hiirdcii thrown upon them from iiei:jhhor

States, of loroiiTii panporisni. of which the Slate undertakes
to he.-ir a consideralilt! part. It is impossible to expect such
boiirds to care for any 'rroasury but that of their own town.

'I'liat they will care for. IJiit whatever they can draw from
the State Treasury, they wid draw. And llin State (Jovern-

ineiu therefore has bet'ii ohliized to ijiiard itself against imdiie

drat'is of this k-iiid, by sending Commissioners from town to

town,— in the hope that hy iwoor three animal visits, they may
solve the intricacies of the mass of acoomits which go to niak-

itiij np the [taiiper charges of the Commonwealt!i.
A single illiistralion of this wretched result, where town

boards arc spending other people's money, is in the cas(! of
bonded paupers, romplainis are already made by ship own-
ers who have friveii bonds for the sick expenses of emigrants
hiiidiiiij, that the poor hoards of Massachusetts make the most
exorbitant ciiarges when such people come into tiieir keeping.

'J'liis IS to be regretted ; hut it is not to he expected, that wiih-

out any sn|)ervisioii, or inducement to economy, they should
(Jo otherwise. I have already shown, in my letier No. 1, how
this action has tended to ilu; injury (d'oiir packet lines.

The next result which 1 will mention, is the eagerness of tlu!

towns to prevent foreianers from acquiring a "settlement"
with them. It is of course desirable, to have as large a class

dependent on the State 'I'reasury and as small a one dependent
on the lovn treasury as possible.

Here (be Stale, enamored, as it would seeni. of its I'liblic

Pauper expense, encourages the towns by the great stringency
of its laws of '•settlement."

It is not too much to say that not one in a hundred of the for-

eigners now in .Massachusetts, or of the children of foreimi

birth have ypi ac(]uired '' setilement" here, or lliat one in five

of the adult eiiiii,Mauts arriving! here ever will. TIk; law le-

(|uires ciiizeiishi|), and a coiiMiiued residence in one town of
ten years, with |)aynient, in that lime, ol five years' taxes.

—

llveu the children of persons who hav(> not gained this setile-

ment, thoiiuh they have been born and grown up m the town,
do not acquire settlement for themselves.

'I'lie result i><, a |)erpetual enlargement of the class of "State
I'aupers." willi all its evil lestiils,— while the whole theory of

our |)au|)er systeui was ihat towns who have die benelit of a

population shall support it, and the Statt; only meant to as-

sume the burden of those who were vagrants, perpetually
moving Irom town to town.
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