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liave couccivcd tlie Nast idoii of forming and propagating a new religion,
place this correspondence with Sergius at a later period of his lit'o ; that
isto sav, when lie was not fur from twenty years of age, ut which time
he is alleged to have taken a second journey into Syria. But, as wo
shall see hereafter, the question how far INlohammed was assisted by
others in the composition of the Koran is not susceptible at the present
day of a satisfactory solution.

The next remarkablo event in the life of Mohammed is his appear-
ance in the character of a soldier. At the age of fourteen, or, us oth-

ers say, nearer the age of twenty, he served under his uncle, who com-
manded the troops of Jiis tribe, the Koreish, in their wars against the

iival tribes of the Kenan and the Hawazan. They returned from the

expedition victorious, and this circumstance doubtless tended to render
ilie people of the tribe still more devoted to the uncle and the nephew,
and to acquire for Mohammed a notoriety which he,was afterward en-

'profhdk light whioh
jijied to turn essentially to his account,

ling to the traditions p^om this time to the age of twenty-five he appears to have continued
iin, and frora '""'intheemploy of Abu Taleb, engaged in mercantile pursuits. Ashead-
cendants, ^^

^^^^"jl'Hvanced in years there is reason to believeUiat his personal endowments,
jd vadiarice a^^

into a
B^^'"^'' ^^^^9 doubtless of a superior order, together with strong native

r^^r'uoon Isaac anilBp^^'Cfs of intellect, an acute observation, a ready wit, and pleasing ad-

'toritv. The lightBlress combined to render him both popular and prominent among his

'°en perpeluate(fiQR8!iociates. Such, at least, is Uie concurrent testimony of all his biog-

sen^ers and prophetjH'aphers, and we have no means of invalidating their statements. It is,

dv of Ishmael is saiiBiowever natural to suppose, that a strong colouring would be put upon
u \iK« ..^M.Mjyg^y superior quality of a pretended messenger of God, sent to restore

ilietrue religion to the world, and that he, who was by character.a pro-

ihet, should be represented by his adherents as a paragon of all exter-

al perfections. Abotitthis period, by the assistance of his uncle,, he
ras entered into the service of a rich trading widow of his native city,

ho had been twice married, and whose name was Cadijah. In the

apacity of factor or agent to this his wealthy employer, he took a se-

Olid journey of three years into Damascus and the neighbouring re-

lions of Syria, in which he devoted himself so assiduously to theinter-

stsof Cadijah, and managed the trust committed to him so entirely ta
er satisfaction, that upon his return she rewarded his fidelity with the
iftof her hand and her fortune. It may be imagined, that in entering
to this alliance, she was probably influenced by the family conncx-
nsand the personal attractions of her suitor. But whatever were her
lotives, the union subsequently appears to have been one of genuine af-

ction on both sides ; JMohammed never forgot the favours he had re-

icivcd from his benefactress, and never made her repent of having pla-

«d her person and her fortune at his absolute disposal. Although Cad-
It, at the time of her marriage, was forty, and Mohammed not more
an twenty-eight, yet till the age of sixty-four, when she died, she en-
lyed the undivided affection of her husband ; and that too in a country

here polygamy was allowed, and very frequently practised. By her
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