
I
iv DEDICATION.
that as the Arts and Sciences are cul-

tivated or negleiled, States either flou-

rifli or decay, lignal Proofs of which

are found in the Greek and Roman Hi-

rtories.
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As Heaven indulges indifcriminately

its moft valuable Talents to the P/7-

triuan and Plebeian^ to the Rich and

Poor ; how glorious muft it be for

Peribns, even in the moft exalted Sta-

tions, to patronize (fince they there-

by Iccond the Views of Providence,

who feems to appoint them as Guar-

dians) all Thofe whole Endeavours may

be of Advantage to Mankind j and

which frequently, for want of fbme fuch

benign Influence, can never be brought

to Maturity! For could it be fuppofed

that Providence gave Exiftence to fuch

Men, merely that they fliould languifli

away Life in Obicurity, a grievous

Burthen to Themfelves, and of no

Ule to Society ] and, at laft, drop

unre-


