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Gcft forbid that ary of the profcflion to whrch I be*

long, (hould ever forget their peculiar charadler, excr-

cifc a turbulent Ipirit, or pro(\itute thfir voice to cn-

iflamc men's mirds to the purpofes of wild ambition,

or mutual deftru»flion. I am happy in knowinc that

nothing of this kind u "wiflied fom me; nay that the

delegated voice of the contii f^nt, as well as of this par-

ticular province, fuppoits me in praying for a reft/ra*

tion " of the former harmony between Great Britain

** and theft Colonies upon fo firm a bafis as to perpc-
•* tuate its blelTings, uninterrupted by any future diflVn-

•• fions, to fuccteding generations in both countries."*

Indeed this matter refts in fafe bands^ and is clear

in itfelf. If redrefs of grievances, tffcnttal liberty, and

fecurity againft future oppreflion can be obtained, a-

greeablc to our own defires ; then, neither cnnfiftency,

dignity, nor a regard to our illuftrious Britilh Friends,

who have defended our caufe, pledged them fe Ives for

our fincerity, and hope by our aid to reftorr and perpe-

tuate the glory of the whole empire^ can fufT^r us to he-

fitate.

• The above partf^raph having been either mifrepre'entecl or m\t-

HnderAood by fome, the author doe* net think bimfeltat liberty ti

make the leaft ahe-ation in it, even if hejudeed any to be necefl* rr«

The quotation from the laft petition of Congrefs, as «vell at the *«-

ference made to the inftruflions of our AAembly, both pri'^t to «

paft period ; and the author cannot be confidered, from th*>nce, aa

taking upon him to make the lead declaration concerning the pre-

sent fentiments of either of thefe bodies ; nor is there a word whic^

Can preclide the taking into the termi of acccmmodation, <o f>r at

inav be thought reafonable, the redrefs of whatever grievancet erf

lofles we may have fuftained, fince that period, U^ion the whoV,
it is prefumed, that a fingle fentiment is not to be ftund in the O'
ration^ which is not fully confonant to every dechration of Cungreft

which has yet appeared. And to impute to them, or even (u(pec^«

the leaft change of fentiment, before thev themfelves h?ve declarrd

it, would not only be indectnt but very irjurious to our cacfe. Ths
author \% atfo confident with kimfelf, and if the fam; drflrinr s whic'',

hf has bfen told, were well received in his lat? publir^'ion, fhou:i

now be difagrreable to any, the fault is not his. B i he will pivs

the rr'.der no further trouble on this topic* unlefi k.s own dcknce
lA future ihouid reader it ncceiTar/.
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