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NOTE XXIII. p. 271.

The form employed on this occafion fervcd as a

model to the Spaniards in all their fubfequcnt conquefts

in America. It is fo extraordinary in its nature, and

gives us fuch an idea of the proceedings of the

Spaniards, and the principles upon which they founded

their riglit to the extenfivc dominions which they

acquired in the New World, that it well merits

the attention of the reader. " I Alonfo dc Ojeda,

fervant of the mod high and powerful kings of Caftilc

ijnd Leon, the conquerors of barbarous nations, their

mcffenger and captain, notify to you and declare, in

as ample form as I am capable, that God our Lord,

who is one and eternal, created the heaven ;ind the

farth, and one man and one woman, of whom you

and we, and all the men who have been or fliall be in

the world, are defcended* But as it has come to pafs

through the number of generations during more than

iive thoufand years, that they have been difperfed into

different parts of the world, and are divided into

various kingdoms nnd provinces, becaufe one country

yrM not able to contain them, nor could they have

fiHind in one the means of fubfiftence and prcfervation

;

therefore God our Lord gave the charge of all thofc

people to one man named St. Peter, whom he confti.

tuted the Lord and head of all the human race, that all

men, in whatever place they arc born, or in whatever

faith or place they are educated, might yield obedience

unto him. He hath fubjedlcd the whole world to his

Jurifiliflion, and commanded him to cllablifli his fcfi-

dence in Rome, as tlic moll proper place for the

government


