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Water of Oarduus BenediotuB and Scordium, with

some of the Theriaca dissolved ; and upon going off

of the Symptoms, an old Woman came luckily in,

who, with Assurance suitable to those People

(whose Ignorance and Poverty is their Safety and

Protection), took off the Dressings, promising to

core her in two Days' time, altho' she made it as

many Weeks, yet had the Reputation of the Oure

;

applying only Plantain Leaves bruis'd and mixed

with Cobwebs, dropping the Juice into her Eye,

and giving some Spoonfuls of the same inwardly,

two or three times a day.'

So ends the wonderful affair. Whereupon the

sage gives Mr. Turner the following shot—strength-

ening it with italics—and passes calmly on

:

*I must remark upon this History, that the

Plantain, as a Cooler, was much more likely to

ev/re this Disorder than warmer Applications and

Medicines**

How strange that narrative sounds to-day, and

how grotesque, when one reflects that it was a grave

contribution to medical 'science' by an old and

reputable physician ! Here was all this to-do—two

weeks of it—over a woman who had scorched her

eye and her lips with candle grease. The poor

wench is as elaborately dosed, bled, embrocated,


