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VI T^:T;;'i)t r!i;)N'

In tl.c broailei- li,,!.;, ••i' n uiiiver.siil in; -i-.Totation we

see in those h-enils Ww i^scnlials of all K.'li-iou.s truth;

the idea ufUod, of inuiiortality iind an eternal world: the

recognition of ^'o..d and evil; and in some form, however

imperfeet, the siime injunetions and re.iuirements that

are the burden of the Christian IJil.le; and thon-h their

standard is not onr standard, thry show that even the

Savage may pereeivc! somcv,!;.,t of tl;e inevitalde deformity

of Vice and the intinito beauly of Virtue.

Thou.'h in n.anv fnvm.: iv.A with a ^reat diversity of

detail, one central legend ui-.^^rlL. 11:. whole system of

Indian Mvth,>logv. ru(l:v vc-ion.; nnnic^, rs that ot M.ca-

bou, Chi-a-1.0, Mann^n-xho, Ta-rr:>yn-",-:i-go and Ha-yo-

went-ha, are rehearsed the marvdous aLhievements ol on',>

and the same remavkahlc i.ersonnge; t!..; central idea m

er,> -1 being that of a Divine M .;•.; orv) of mira-uhms birl'.i

and superhuman i-trilmte. rent :::::'^ng t!r- Indians from

the Cireat Spirit. II ; ^n^>^;-. V.vr .;-nst -r. <.f the forest

and the rivers: he t-a.dies the Ked Men to use the bow

and arrow in war and in liie chase, to build then- wig-

wams, to grow corn and beans, and to b:> noble anl br.ive.

Whether or not, at some remofe period, there existed

among them one of wonderful powers, answering iu any

degree to the i.lea in the Indian mind, it is not important

to inquire. That sn.'li was th« fact seems not improbable,

as will readily be conceded by those wh„ hold the behet

in any divine interposition in the affairs of men. Ihose

who accept the teaching that Christ had a divinely ap-

pointed mission to the world, will ,
not find it hard to

believe that the Infinite would send a messenger of
,

life

and light to the benighted Children of the Wildernesji as

well as to the more enlightened Race.


