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('Voi'ythin<^ scuined propitious to tlii'ir becoininn-

coini'ortably settled in tlieir new home, wlien,

on tlie lOtli of June, ISUi, an event liap])ene(l

whicli (jnce more brouolit descjlation to tlie

colony," That event was a collision ])etween

armed forces of the Hudson's Bay and North-

West conjpanies at Seven Oaks, in Kildonan.

The actual collision was partly the result of an

accident, but it ended in the killinu* of Governor

Scmple, of the former company, and the killing-

or woundino- of twenty -one out of twenty-seven

men who accompanied him. This gave the

North-West Company for a time the upper

hand, and the colonists had to abandon their

homes (juce more, and go out to Jack River,

where they suffered great hardships during the

winter. Next spring, however, the tables were

turned, and the Hudson's Bay Company got

control, Lord Selkirk, on his way back from

Montreal with his hired De Meuron soMiers,

capturing Fort William and afterwards Fort

Douglas from his rivals. Things had become

so bad between these companies that the Impe-

rial Government interfered by connnissioners,


