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It is 11 monuiiiont of rare loarning, ovidcnlly finhraoiiii? the inv('Htij,nvtiotiM ol' hiilf n

(HMilury. He traces buck cvidfiices of the remotf iisi" of the K'ft hiuul m he exprcHHes it,

l)y i)uln'o)ithic dexterity in the workiiijf of Ihit arrow headK, and in the ciirvingH of deer

and hulfah) horns of prehistoric man; in I'ltjyptian inlaglii and /m/ii/ri ; throuj^h chinH-

i.al literatnre; amid the aborigines of the Fiji IshmdH, 8oulh Africa, Australia, and the

Indians of this continent. Sir Daniel carried out his generalization with labour as a trained

iiuinirer, and the work is remarkable for its rejection of theories based ni)on imi)erfect

observation. He is (he reverse of th(^ French traveller who, linding himself in an inn

where there was a young Russian girl, wrote in his diary that there were only liussian

servants iu the place ;
" Dam ce village loiUes les domeUiques soul muscovikx" Henct! the

value of the opinion whi-.-h he has expreseed, tbut it is estimated there are two only in

every hundred who are left-handed, and tiiat experience so far shows there are no left-

handed races. ,So long as ,Sir Daniel is engaged on the inquiry iu this form, he is on safe

ground. He never acciipls a theory without examiimtion, without applying to it thc^same

test whiiih he would observe in counting the. roll of bank notes he had received. When

he enters the domain of medical science, he is at the mercy of the theorists be (juotes, and

they vary greatly. His experience was that of Ilegio, the advocati; in Teren<'e's " Thormio,"

who when asked his views gave for his answer, " i^iiol homines, lot senlenlitr." !Sir Daniel

accordingly beiiomes sceptical of what he hears. I humbly venture the remark, as any

one must do, for in my i>oor judgment, it is one of the questions connected with the birth

of humanity, which, like much of daily occurrence in this respect, must remain unsolved.

Sir i)aniel in this workdescribi-s himself as h.iving learned to use the pen in the right

hand apparently with no greater elfort than other boys. He proceeds to say: " In this

way the right hand was thoroughly educated, but the preferential instinct remained.

The slate pencil, the chalk, and penknife were still invariably used in the left hand in

spite of much opposition on the part of teachers, and in later years when a taste for

drawing had been cultivated with some degree of smuess, the pencil and bru.sh arc nearly

always u.sed in the left hand. At a comparatively early age the awkward way of using the

spoon and knife at table in the left hand was perceived and overcome. Yet even now.

when much fatigued, or on an occasion of unusual difficulty in carving a joint, the knife

is instinctively transferred to the left hand. Alike in evi'ry case where unusual force is

required, as in driving a large nail, wielding a heavy tool, or striking a blow with the

fist, as well as in any operation demanding any special delicacy, the left hand is employed.

Thus, for example, though the pen is invariably used in the right hand in penmanship,

the crow quill and etching needle an? no less uniformly employed in the lelt hand."

He continues :
" I may add that I (iiul no difliculiy in drawing at the same time with a

pencil in each hand prohles of men or animals facing each other. The attempt to draw

diH'ereut objects, as a dog's head with the one hand, and a human profile with the other,

is unsuccessful owing to the complex mental operation involved, and in this case the

co-operation is apt to be between the mind and the more facile hand."

I hav^e before remarked on the excellence of Sir Daniel's drawings to convey the idea

that he must have pursued his etlbrts at one time with the design of following art as a

calling; and there is a professional ring in these few sentences which certainly does not

w laken the supposition. I was much surprised to find on the authority of Sir Daniel

that Leonardo da Vinci was left-handed. Those who have visited the ruined Dominican


