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isolation of Great Britain from continental Europe.^^^ As the

best means of overcoming this mutual suspicion, Grenville sug-

gested that France should lay her terms of peace before

Great Britain in a confidential communication, authentic but

not official, since the failure of such steps, if official, placed a

British Government under the necessity of laying the cor-

respondence before Parliament. If the Government at Paris

felt sufficient contidence in the London Cabinet to take the

step suggested, Great Britain, Grenville declared, would wel-

come it, and if the terms offered were consistent with L.>r

engagements to her allies and with her own naval interests,

she would discuss the matter at Vienna and bring it to a point

where a oeneral confjress, if convened at all, wouM be a mere

formality.

Auckland embodiel this answer in a letter to Perregaux,

which the latter laid before the French Government. Bona-

parte took no notice of it.i^^ \ sufficient explanation of this

might perhaps be found in the circumstance that Grenville

in his reply had again suggested a general peace—a proposal

,. . , which was without hope of accev:.^ace at Paris; but there
poiuy toward ^ ^ '

(rreat Britain, vvas an additional and weightier reason for Bonaparte's silence.
. .^-,

J51 Tiii.s fooling was not an idlo Kuspicmn. Soo tlio interesting pas.sage in

Bonaparte's Bnllotin of tiio Arinv, IS Juno ISOO, Corr. Xap , VI, 492/ :

" La Belgiijuo fora partio du territoiro du grand ])euple. La Batavie et

I'Kspagne ronnies d" intorots et de pa.s.sion.**, redoubleront d' efforts oontre lea

tyrans dos inors, et l' Anglais, oxilo six niois de Tannee sur .son ile, devra

attendre que I'Klho soit debairasso do ses glaoos pour avoir dea nouvelles dii

eontiiiont. L'Anglotorro doviendra. par son arrogance, sa v^nalite, aa cor-

ruption, rop})rol)ro ot lo nii'pris du Franvais, oonnne de rAutrichien et du

Russe." Also Bonaparte's letter to the Emperor of Russia, 27 Veh., 1801,

Corr. Nap., VII, r)417 ; "Si \'()tr(> Majesto tient la main a ce que los

Anglais ne fassent aucuii conunorco a\eo les piiissaiices du nord, si In corps

do M. (Lo Sprongi»orten so porto dans le Haiiovro pour no niottre aucune

espece de doute i\ la ferinotur.- do TElho ot du Wosor, un corps d'ohservation

que j' ai envoy^ a Bordeaux for(,!ant lo I'ortugal a former ses ports a I'Angle-

tcrro, et ceux de Naples el do la Sioilo leur I'tant ogalement fermea, les

Anglais n'auront auouno comnnuiication avec Y Kvn-ope."

152 Letters from Aucklaml to fTrenville, o .Fan., and 3 Feb., 1801 ; from Per-

regaux to Auckland, KJ Jan., 1801. Appendix B, II, III, IV, pp. 76-78 in/ra.
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