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" 'A truppcr nnmf.d Hebcrt, who has resided for mfiny yenrn in the uboT*
named Bay, pninti'*! out to mc a rloareil spot In front of his house, in wliirh

he prii(turi'rl cxrillciit potntocg which Imvi- nevrr been known to tic sul)-

jectfil to ilisoasi'. iinil. in faet, all the vefjctat)lcs licfore montioneil. At *

•hort ilistiincc, norlh I'lor . house, will liefoiinil oncof the most dolightful

wild rose piitrlic'' in tlu' DMininion of Canada.
"'At tliu time cil my \\A\, tin tiinpenitnrc ranged from fiO ' to 80', liiit

the di'linhlful ritVesliinf,' winds from seawunl served to reduce the heat,

makinj; the ntnMspliere pleasant. Uain is not of common ocoirrence, and
thnn liT "tnrins ure rare ; no doulit, in tlie present umlraineil condition of

many pipiiinnsiif ilie intiTior. some evaporallons nerur durinir ttie warmest
days ofsuoimer, tiut there is nothing nnliealthy nor of a niiasniatio nature in

the Island of .\iiiiiOsti. The only had atmosphere arises from the dcc.oin-

ponition of ,sca-wiid, commonly called kelp (.l/jdc), thrown up liy the sea,

comhiued with ti-li offal ace imiil iiin;; durin;^ the lishing season in the Hay»
and aloni; the con^t, lint if iii.'riculture wa« carried on, a better manure
cannot lie found. Wlien salt water ii/;<if ecnse to perform their fnnelions,

they are cast ashore, where they soon decompose, and I have remarked that

wherever masses uf drifted sca.weed occurred, the terrcs-trial plants in the
vicinity were i^f vsry luxuriant growth. To my determination, Anticosti

lies directly East and West in the centre of the (iulf, and, without donlit,

the northern portion id' the Island claims the iiiyliesl aliitude, therefore, I

would say, that in an aj^ricuUural view, tlic inclined plane from north tosouth
ierves to make the Island a quick vcfjctalile and cereal |)rodueing land-
having; a southern aspect from sunrise until almost sunset.

"•There are excellent cod. salnion and other lisheries aloni; the north side,

rendering remunerative nturns annually to parties engaged therein. Tlie

fact is that ti^lM'rmen who come from tije snuthern lisldng towns of the St.

Lawrence and other Maritime I'rovinees, take no interest in anything liul

their daily toil in procuring tish. They take no nntice of the interior fif the

Island, and liavc never penetrated its forests to any <listance. Sometimes
a few of tlie men who pass the suiniucr in Fox liay, make an autumnal trip

to tile interior or plains, aliout live or six miles up the river of that name,
to destroy younn Canada Geese for loocl. This, I lielieve, to lie the extent

of their researches in this ([uarter. These men informeil me that veiy c!e«r

large pearls are louml in the river about six miles inland.

'•'During my stay, Tox Hay was (piite a lively place. I have tretpicntly

counted upwrirds of sixty lishing sch<ioners lying at anchor every evening in

the harbour. All these vessels appeared to do well, l-'nx liay is not,

however, the only harbour on the North-eastc rn portio i of the l-.land ; there

are many others atfoiding every facility for the jirofi ( ion of lishing craft

and wherein plenty of fresh wate'' and good fuel can io found. It wat
eetimated that about live thousand were this year engagi^d in the

fisheries connected with the Island, many of whom Lave already erected

temporary buildings along tli« coast, which tli(>y occujiy during the lishing

season. Quite a commotion was created when they learned that the Island

had been Bold to a Company. It was evident that the greater portion of these

peo|)le would become permanent settlers if they could be assured of obtaining

good titles for locations. Presuming, therefore, that the .1.000 now engaged
ID the lisheries of the Island, were offered a good title, they would, with
their families, become permanent settlers of the Islancl, and, say— live members
to each family—would give a population of '^5,000 (twenty-five thousand)
fouls, which may be accomplished inside of one year. This important fact

hould not be lost sight of, not only as regards the material importance to

the Company, but to the Dominion at large ; the Island of Anticosti, possessing

at it does, the key of the St. Lawrence, and the best fisheries in American
waters.

" 'The formation of all localities visiteil by me, consisted of limestone on
the coast, and as far as I hail gone into the interior, but there generally occurs

a depth ot about four and a half feet of dark loamy soil, which, if mixed with
tea weeds and decomposed fish, would make excellent land tor the produce
of almost any vegetation.

" 'Fossils occur in extraordinary numbers, in fact they are met with from
"West Point to East Point, and specimens of Zoophyta, Bryotoa, Jlrathiapoda,


