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Meanwhile the government is seeking to remove
specific obstacles to the continued sales of Canadian
products in our traditional export markets, and to
that end is co-operating closely with the nations
concerned in the implementation of the European
Recovery Program.

The continuing committee established by the
governments in Canada and the United Kingdom
to review the progress of trade between the two
countries is presently meeting in London.

In the interests of both domestic and foreign
trade, legislation will be introduced with the object
of promoting extensive and adequately safeguarded
use of the national trade mark “Canada Standard”
associated with goods which conform to prescribed
standards, and of requiring proper labelling of
goods to prevent deception of the public.

Improvement in our United States dollar position
has resulted in the removal of certain restrictions
imposed in November, 1947. Further restrictions
will be removed as the position improves. So long
as trading and financial conditions remain unstable,
a degree of control over foreign exchange will be
required. You will, accordingly, be asked to extend
the Foreign Exchange Control Act for a further
period.

The report of the Royal Commission on Prices
will be laid before you as soon as it has been sub-
mitted to the Government.

Your approval will also be sought for legislation
to continue in force steel control and a limited
number of price controls, including control over
the rental of housing accommodation.

You will be asked to make legislative provision
for governmental assistance by loan to the pro-
ducers of basic steel for the purpose of increasing
production.

The governments of the provinces have been
advised that the federal government is prepared
to discontinue rent control in any province in which
the government expresses the desire to assume the
jurisdiction.

The provision of housing has received and con-
tinues to receive close attention. More new housing
units were provided during the last calendar year
than ever before.

Your approval will be sought for the establishment
of a Department of Reconstruction and Develop-
ment to continue the functions now vested in the
Department of Reconstruction and Supply, including
the ministerial responsibility for the Central Mort-
gage and Housing Corporation.

A measure for assistance in the provision of a
transcontinental highway will also be laid before
you.

A royal commission has been appointed to enquire
into and report upon all questions of economic
policy within the jurisdiction of parliament arising
out of the operation and maintenance of national
transportation. Together with the findings of the
investigation by the Board of Transport Commis-
sioners, the report of the royal commission should
furnish parliament and the government with the
basis for a sound transportation policy.

The national health program, inaugurated by the
Government last year, is receiving co-operation from
all the provinces. In supplementing provincial
health measures, the program has already made a
contribution to the health facilities of Canada and
will thereby bring increasing benefit to our people.

A bill will be introduced to broaden the scope of
the Family Allowances Act, as a further instalment
of the policy of the government to provide a

national standard of social security and human
welfare designed to assure the greatest possible
measure of social justice for all Canadians.

The organization of the armed forces to provide
for unification and co-ordination has been pressed
forward. Steady progress has been made in the
recruitment and training of officers and men of the
active and reserve forces, so that the Navy, Army
and Air Force may be in a position to meet the
defence needs of Canada as these may change from
time to time.

Conditions of service in the armed forces are being
further improved, and as rapidly as the results of
research can be adequately tested, additional equip-
ment is being made available. Amendments to
existing legislation with respect to the armed forces
will be recommended for your consideration.

Other measures to which your attention will be
directed include bills respecting forest conservation,
overseas telecommunications, the control and
regulation of interprovincial and international pipe
lines, and assistance for the Canadian shipbuilding
industry. Your approval will be sought for measures
to amend the Industrial Development Bank Act,
the Emergency Gold Mining Assistance Act, and the
Prairie Farm Assistance Act.

It is the view of my ministers that there should
be an examination of the activities of agencies of
the federal government relating to radio, films,
television, the encouragement of arts and sciences,
research, the preservation of our national records,
a national library, museums, exhibitions, relations
in these fields with international organizations, and
activities generally which are designed to enrich
our national life, and to increase our own conscious-
ness of our national heritage and knowledge of Can-
ada abroad. For this purpose, the government in-
tends at an early date to establish a royal com-
mission.

Members of the House of Commons:

You will be asked to make the customary pro-
vision for essential services.

Prosperous conditions now prevailing are being
reflected in the buoyant level of national revenues;
a condition to which due consideration is being
given by my ministers in the preparation of forth-
coming budgetary proposals.

Honourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the Commons:

The birth of a son to Their Royal Highnesses
Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh has
been the occasion of widespread rejoicing. Happi-
ness over the birth of the Royal Prince has been
tempered by regret over the indisposition of His
Majesty the King. The people of Canada hope and
pray for the complete recovery of the King's health.

Since the close of your last session, Mr. Mackenzie
King has retired as Prime Minister. I feel it is the
hope of all Canadians that Mr. King will be spared,
over a long period and with less exacting respon-
sibilities, to continue his distinguished and devoted
service to Canada and the free world.

May Divine Providence bless your deliberations.
The House of Commons withdrew.

His Excellency the Governor General was
pleased to retire.

The sitting of the Senate was resumed.




