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of this Ho'u6e considered that fie shosuld
be hionou'red. For a number of years
he bais done a great, deaJ of 'work
at the head of cofnmisons, and bas car-
ried on lîlsis work with great satisfaction
to the country and to those 'who have corne
in contact with hian. I amn sure that we
are ail prepured te congratulate him most
heartily upon bis new honour; but at -the
sarne tume I hardly think we can con-
gratulate him on the titie by which
he should be addTessed-the honourable
Minister of So-idiers' Civil Re-stablish-
mnent, whih-h is a very long titie; and
although we know that he 'will fulfil
thoroughly the duties of the office te which
he bas been appointed, at the saie time
we must -comnmiserate with him upon tbhe
title selected. In view of -the work which
he has done in the past, -and the.excellent
way in which he fias oarried it eut, I think
a betfer titie would have been the Mdnister
and Friend of tihe Soidiers. I wrn sure
that he will do ail lie can to look after
the interests of lhose mren who have 'heen
doing such -splendid work for the country,
in helping theni to take their place ini the
if e of the country when they return f rcm

the front.
I- wisb, to congratulate, tihe Ïhonouir-

a.ble gentleman from Welland <Hon.
Mr. Robertson) upon att.aining the
position of Privy Countoillor. At. the
present time the ihonouraýble gentdinnan
lias not a portfolio; buit I *know tihat
he lhas a great deal of werk te do, and,
although. he has not been long a niember
cf this Chamber, 'we ail appreciate the
way in which hiG 'worth and ability have
heen recognized by the Government.

The Speech frei the Throine te which oux
attention is called to-day deals with
a vcry large nuniber cf questiîons. 1
do not propose te take them aIl up in
order. I wish to deal with onlv those
whi.ch are perhaps the mest important to
consider at the present tume. Since we last
met in. this Chamiber the condition of things
in Europe bas, I regret, te say, mot imnproved
froma the peint cf view cf the Allies. I think
it is unfortunate that the success cf the
Central Powers, owing te the' regrettable
situation that has arisen in Russia, bas been
such as te bring te the people of the Cen-
tral Powers the hope that they may be able
te retrieve the position in which, they found
themsîves in the middle cf last year. The
situation in Rusa is one that we nmust ail
-regret sincerely. We had hoped that some
effective organization would have been. de-
veloped out-of the circumstances that arose

when the revolution. took place in Russia
and that sorne &trong man would be found,
able to take charge of -affaire in that coun-
.try and organize the people te carry on the
fight for liberty and democracy; but it
seenia, unfortunately thet the forces whicb
were behind the leaders were -not of the
right kind, and the men themselves had not
received -the training that is neces.sary for
men occupying such positions. The resuit
has been that the Russian people are to-
day in a condition that every one who takes
an interest in that country must very sin-
cerely regret and un.fortunately, -the Central
Powers of Europe are to-day able to a very
great extent to force their will upon the
Russian people -and 'will be, 1 f ear, able te
recuperate and gain in strength from the
supplies, the ammunition, and oither resourc-
es which will be available to them. This
whole situation will have ù serions effect.
It will mean that the allied -nations must put
forward grea-ter efforts in order to accom-
plish their object, and to bring -about the
resui-t for which we ail fervently hope, the
termination of this terribleistruggle in which
the world is now engaged. We realize
to-day* that the interests of every country
in the world are bound up with the existing
condition of things and that no country can
afford te stand out of-this terrible etruggie;
every country must makze its decision and
take its place on one side or the other. It
behooves the people of every country to
realize the situation 'and to bend every
effort in their power to bring abou-t a victori-
ous 1conclusion of the struggle for libe.rty
and the triumph of demnocracy throughout
the world.

Sînce we last met in -this Chamber we have
bad Vhroughout Canada a general election
and the people have'decided that Union
Government is in their opinion the best
form in whîch the government -of the coun-
try can be carried on, and -the form in
which for the present it ought to be
carrîed on. As my honourable friend
from the Gulf <Hon. Mr. L'Esperance)
said in his speech, the only difference
between those whn were in favour of Union
Governm;ent and those who opposed it was
thle question as to the best ways and means
of carrying on the fight and providing as-
sistance from this Dominion of Canada.
The great question that has been befoee us
ail is the question of the best way to keep
ýup the support of our men at the front, and
at the sanne turne to provide- ail the neces-
sary food and produce that we can for the
benefit of the allied countries that are so
greatly in need of it. This question of ways


