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policy, giving this enormous power to the
Cabinet et this country, te pass by without
a protest at ail, se fer as I know. I do net
think the hion. gentleman is consistent in
the course which hie bas pursued in regard
te these two Bile, r have heerd himn sey
thet hie did net act in a party spirit in the
vote hie gave, or in the course hie advoceted
on those occasions. I can only be sorry
that bis views were unot s0 consistently
broad when the Naval Aid Bill was before
this House lest year as they were when
the Naval Service Bill was before. us in 1910.

However, I want te refer teo a rernark or
twe from my hion. friend from Halifex. On
two occasions in this Heuse, my bon. friend
haa had a fiing et the city and the Port
of St. John. I suppose it amuses bim, or
hie would not do it. It reminds me et the
story of a large, jolly-looking, good-hearted
man, who had a very little wife, and this-
wife had a very sharp temper. She would
at Urnes get very angry -witb hier husband,
and would try te -punch him. A friend
came in one day and aaid, ' Why do you
allow your wif e te act like that?' anid the
huaband answered: ' Oh, it amuses hier and
does net hurt me.! I suppose the lion.
gentleman f rom Halifax bas a sort of
amusement in having bis littie fling at the
Port of St. John. He starts out by decrying
the importance of a drydock at the Port of
St. John. Moreover, bie appears te base his
remarks on an entirely misteken notion
which hie appears te have, thet drydocks
are aimply for the purpese of repairing lame
ducks that are tewed in from collisions
and accidents on tbe bigb seas. I do
net believe the hion. gentleman frein
Halifax cen put bis band on a single
dry-dock, of aIl tbe bundreds of dry-docks
in the world, that gets its whole business
frern repairing these lame ducks which corne
-f rom collisions and wrecks at sea. The mest
etf the work done by dry-docks is, cleaning,
and repeiring the wear snd tear that must'
necessarily go on year after year. The work
consists et the cleaning a.nd keeping clean
of the bottoms of these ships, the painting,
and everything et that kind. There is net a
sqteamer that bas net te go into dry-dock
every year te get fixed. up, and no At.lantic
or Pacifie .port cen be aaid te be a complete
port, unless itlbas a dry-dock at its dis-
posal-and more especially a dry-dock
which bas a good repair plant. That is im-
portant. And wbat is more, such dock
should not be a.wey eut in the, Atlantic
ocean. It sbould be at those ports that are
visited by ve&geIs for the purpose et unload-
ing and discberging their cargees. Tbey
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go there and discharge their cargoes, then
go into dry-dock and get cleaned and fixed
up. Then they get loaded up and go away
on their business. In that way these ships
cost less to operate and they pay more
profits, and it is more satisfactory in eveiy
respect. Therefore, I aay, no port is com-
plete unless it has a good dry dock at its
disposal. not necessarily for the accommo-
dation of lame dueks. If a lame duck cornes
along, it is alright, bu~t the larger part-of the
business is obtained ;n the way I speak of,
and I, for one, amn very glad to know that
the dry-dock being built ini St. John is
getting along very well, and will be a first-
elasa dry-dock when it is finished. He also
referred to somethixig about the mails, and
ie said:

The Canadien Pacifie Rallway Company dur-
lng those years, Up to lat November, sent their
uhips to St John. .During the lent r ail the
Canadien Pacifie ZWalway Comnpany made up
their minds that they could not afford to send
their ahips by the Bay of Fundy to St. John,
and they declded that they wouid mail f rom
Haiftax.

Now, why did they do that? Sir Thomas
Shaughnessy stated openly in the proe that
hie did it by the grace cf the Intercolonial
railway. In other words the authorities cf
the Intercolonial railway made an arrange-
ment with Sir Thornas Shaughnettey or the
Canadian Pacifie railway whoreby they
carried freight and passengers for those
four steamers--the two Empresses and
the two Allan lino boats--at a spezial
rate. That rate was evidently suff-
cient te make it cheaper for the Canadian
Pacifie railway people te keep their ahips in
Hajif ax, and haul the freight and passengers
over two hundxed -and iseventy-five miles
extra; cheaper even than one hundred and
fifty miles, or whatever the distance is that
they would have- te carry it by water. That
matter will probably be settled by the Rail-
way Commission as te whether the Inter-
colonial railway is making a reasonable
change. The Canadien Pacific railway
hied already advertised their sailing fromn
the winter port of St. John, but they made
the arrangement with the Intercolonial
railway, and the result is that they took
advantage ef the. port cf Halif ax. But the
hion. gentleman went further, referring te
the Cssnadian, Northerin railway going te St.
John, instead ef te Halifax, snd he eaid:

The oî,iy excuse the y could give for doing
this, and they have not the rlght to do It. la
that these ship3 carried the mails. Weil, what
le the duty of the Goverflment er this country
with respect te the mails?


