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rail and postal services to these people. I am happy to be a
member of a party that also encourages the rural way of life.

I would be remiss if I did not commend the Canadian public
for taking the opportunity of electing a majority Liberal govern-
ment. They knew that the Liberal Party was a party with a plan,
as we heard in His Excellency’s throne speech. It is obvious it is
the priority of this government to put unemployed Canadians
back to work, to give them back their pride in employment. Erie
riding is struggling with an unemployment figure of approxi-
mately 15 per cent of the work force, an unacceptable level.

The throne speech outlines several initiatives that are funda-
mental to this new Parliament, a new Parliament I may add that
is in a position to make a real difference to Canadians. These
major proposals impact on every community regardless of a
member’s political affiliation and follow the themes of integri-
ty, economy and society.

Integrity in government is an issue that must be dealt with
before we begin debating our significant reforms. The conduct
and ethics of Parliament will determine how such debates are
carried out. We will achieve little unless members are permitted
the courtesy to voice their concerns.

In his address to this House on Monday the Speaker stated:

Yet perhaps never in our history have we enjoyed a less favourable opinion on the
part of. . .Canadians.

Before anything meaningful can be done in this House we
have a duty as representatives to earn the confidence and trust of
our fellow Canadians as we conduct our business.

Our government, as promised, is committed to integrity and
honesty. We have proposed cuts to members’ services and
allowances, reduced political staff, the elimination of perks and
the reform of MPs’ pension plans. The recommendation of the
appointment of an ethics counsellor, legislation to bring lobby-
ing out in the open and reform measures to give members of
Parliament and House of Commons a greater role in Parliament
are very refreshing and very necessary changes.

As a newly elected member of Parliament I am quickly
learning how complex many constituents’ requests are, but I
would suggest that when circumstances are beyond our control
we deal forthrightly with the constituents in question.

We are all individuals representing distinct ridings. Therefore
it is unlikely that we will agree with every proposal and
perspective in this House. Nevertheless we must respect other
views and accept the outcome as decided by the greatest number
of members.

The Address

On Tuesday this government announced its plans to create a
more active economy. This goal is desired by all Canadians.
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As I mentioned before, the Erie riding embraces the creation
of jobs through such programs as the renewal and expansion of
infrastructure. I am pleased to say I have already corresponded
with Erie riding mayors regarding the steps already taken by this
government to initiate renewal at the local level.

I applaud this government for its swift action on launching
and obtaining agreements on the infrastructure program.

Another change announced yesterday was the replacement of
the goods and services tax or the GST as it is commonly known.
It is one of the most reprehensible taxes ever imposed and
Canadians have demanded its discontinuation. We cannot im-
pose upon Canadians something that is so vehemently objected
to when we have been chosen by them to communicate and
reflect their views. This is an arrogance the government does not
need.

The youth of our country are our greatest asset. However, as
the father of five children I am well aware of the growing
despondency of our youth with respect to their futures. I
welcome the creation of a youth service corps and a national
apprenticeship program which will give more direction and
employment to our children and youth.

I was also particularly pleased to see so many initiatives
designed to strengthen the fabric of this nation which will
continue to make our fine Canadian society the envy of the
world.

The environmental assessment act will be well received by all
Canadians and the benefits of this act will be appreciated for
generations. Representing a riding that is affected by the Great
Lakes I hope to see measures within that act to continue to clean
up our waters and to prevent further pollution.

In the short period of time I have held this office I have heard
from my own constituents as well as many others across the
country who are deeply concerned about crime, justice and
personal safety.

This government announced its intention on Tuesday to foster
safer communities for all Canadians, especially for women and
children. I do not believe that any Canadian, male or female,
should be apprehensive about his or her safety. However, I know
that this fear exists and is real for many. I am pleased to be part
of a team that believes the problems of criminal justice and the
penal system are deserving of attention and action.

In the area of aboriginal affairs I welcome the announcement
that the implementation of inherent aboriginal self-government



