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We are also eager to make progress on Bill C-87, regarding
chemical weapons; Bill C-86, conceming the Canadian Dairy
Commission; Bill C-82, regarding the mint; Bill C-91, concerning

" business development loans; Bill C-88, regarding internal trade;

and a number of other bills that have been placed on the public
record several times over the past week.

I hope this will help hon. members to plan their time between
now and tomorrow. Actually I should say between now and June
23. We will be happy to continue our consultations with the
opposition parties on the arrangement of House' business and the
making of progress on legislation in a way the public expects from
us.

THE ROYAL ASSENT

[English]

The Speaker: My colleagues, I have the honour to inform the
House that a communication has been received, which is as
follows:

Government House
Ottawa

Mr. Speaker:

1 have the honour to inform you that the Honourable John Sopinka, Puisne

Judge of the Supreme Court of Canada, in his capacity as Deputy Governor

General, will proceed to the Senate chamber today, the 15th day of June, 1995 at
5.15 p.m., for the purpose of giving royal assent to certain bills.

Yours sincerely,

Judith A. LaRocque
Secretary to the Governor General
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

The Speaker: My colleagues, I have the honour to inform the
House that a message has been received from the Senate informing
this House that the Senate has passed Bill C-81, an act to amend an
act respecting the Buffalo and Fort Erie Public Bridge Company.
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Mr. Elwin Hermanson (Kindersley—Lloydminster, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, I apologize for being a little slow in getting to my feet
after the question was asked of the government House leader.

I wonder if the House leader might expand on the government’s
intentions as to how many bills it plans to deal with tonight before
the adjournment of the House.

Government Orders

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
I think that a motion for extended hours was approved by the
House. Therefore, we intend to use the time as fully and as
fruitfully as possible to achieve as much progress as possible on
important legislation in the public interest.

If my hon. friend would like to discuss this further, I am sure I or
the deputy House leader or the chief government whip would be
happy to carry on consultations behind the curtains.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]

CRIMINAL CODE

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.) moved that Bill C-41, an act to amend the
Criminal Code (sentencing) and other acts in consequence thereof,
be read the third time and passed.

He said: Mr. Speaker, Bill C-41, which we debate today at third
reading, represents a culmination of 14 years of effort to achieve
comprehensive reform in the sentencing process as part of Cana-
dian criminal law.

Since 1983 we have had recommendations for substantial reform
in the area of sentencing from a royal commission, from the Law
Reform Commission of Canada, from the Canadian Sentencing
Commission, and from an all party committee of this House, which
as long ago as 1988 unanimously recommended many of the
measures that are reflected in the bill that is before Parliament
today.

At long last, in Bill C-41 we have action to implement practical
changes to reflect the recommendations of such long standing from
broad areas of Canadian society, meaningful reform, meaningful
improvement in the process of sentencing in the criminal law.

[Translation)

The bill states, for the first time, the purpose and principles of
sentencing to be used by the courts in sentencing an offender.

Its statement includes the fundamental purposes of sentencing
and the principles the courts are to apply in setting the sentence of
adult offenders.

The bill provides for a number of changes to procedure and
evidence at the time of sentencing. These changes will make it
possible to include in the Criminal Code the practices sought by
courts of appeal, proposals set out in previous legislation and the
suggestions by the Law Reform Commission.



