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minister every success in everything he un-
dertakes to make this legislation succeed in

the years ahead.

Mr. Groos: Mr. Chairman, I shall also be
very brief. I would not like to let this very
important bill, which I support wholehearted-
ly, go through without making a brief com-
ment to the minister, apart from congratulat-
ing him on introducing it. As the last speaker
said, we all realize that it may not be perfect,
and that it is in the nature of an experiment.

I am particularly interested in the proposed
advisory board on the co-ordination of
rehabilitation services for disabled persons.
Although the appointees to such a board will
serve without remuneration except for com-
pensation of their reasonable expenses, I hope
the minister will make sure that among the
appointees will be persons who themselves
suffer some disablement. I believe that only a
person who is disabled sees all the problems
of the disabled in the their true light, and I
would not like the advisory board to be with-
out the benefit of such advice.

Mr. Johnsion: Mr. Chairman, the word
‘“adult” appears in clause 20 again, and anoth-
er question arises out of the minister’s answer
to the question that I asked him on clause 12.
When the retraining bill referred to was
before the house, considerable anxiety was
expressed about the age limitations connected
with the word “adult.” From -consultation
with high school councillors I have found
them very concerned about occasions when
they have been unable to place drop-out stu-
dents in adult training courses because of the
restrictions in the act. Has this problem been
brought to the minister’s attention with any
frequency, and is it something the advisory
board on adult occupational training would
consider?

Mr. Marchand: Mr. Chairman, this matter
was debated at length in the house when the
retraining act was before it. It was also dis-
cussed with the provinces, and I think we
know now what is meant by the word “adult”
in this bill. It means somebody who has left
school for at least a year and who has been
connected with the labour market during a
period of three years. If we can help a school
drop-out who has been out of school for a
year, but who has not been attached to the
labour force for three years, we will do so by
paying only for the training course. He will
not be given the other allowances. I think
Hansard has recorded all the answers already
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because this point has been thoroughly dis-
cussed, and it is one that has been accepted
by the provinces.

Those who do not fall within the definition
are the responsibility of the provinces. This
does not mean that those young people are
not taken care of now. They are taken care
of, or are supposed to be taken care of by the
provinces, but not by the federal government.

Mr. MacDonald (Prince): Mr. Chairman, I
rise on a point of order, although in effect it
is more a point of information. When the
minister justifies the lack of definition of
“adult” in this bill, by suggesting it has al-
ready been dealt with in a bill previously
passed by the house, I for one find this in-
sufficient. I am sure there are many bills on
the statute books which have their own
definitions of what may or may not be an
adult. I do not see anything in this bill which
says we should be guided in that respect by
reference to the previous bill. I am not an
expert on all the legislation on the statute
books, and so would ask for the guidance of
hon. members who are experts. I believe we
are deluding ourselves by accepting a defini-
tion which is not implicit in the bill before us.

Mr. Marchand: As the hon. member knows,
I am not a lawyer, and I do not intend to
become one.

Mr. MacDonald (Prince): We are together
on that.
® (8:30 p.m.)

Mr. Marchand: I might be inclined to be-
lieve that the hon. member is probably right
and that the utilization of the word ‘“adult”
here will not have the same consequences as
the definition of adult in the training act,
which provides for payment of allowances.
However, I do not think the boards will be so
concerned about the definition of adult, be-
cause they will give only advice to the minis-
ter. Therefore, personally, I am ready to
concede that even if we receive a recommen-
dation in respect of a group which is not cov-
ered under the strict definition in the retrain-
ing act I do not think it will matter much.

Clause agreed to.

On clause 21—Regional and local manpow-
er committees.

Mr. Pugh: Mr. Chairman, I am wondering
whether there is a conflict in this clause with
clause 11 which gives the council certain very
definite duties such as advising the minister,




